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Report Summary 

This report is an environmental assessment for a Change to Processing Capacity by B.C. 

McConnon & J.L. McConnon for McConnon’s Quarry. 

 

It is proposed to add a mechanical screen and crushing plant to the existing activity at McConnon’s 

Quarry, located off Buckland Road, nine kilometres north west of Buckland township. The 

proponent seeks to increase the maximum materials handling processing limit from under 1,000 

cubic metres to 12,500 cubic metres (approximately 20,000 tonnes) of rock and gravel per annum. 

No increase in extraction quantity is proposed. 

 

This report has been prepared based on information provided in the Environmental Effects Report 

(EER). Relevant government agencies and the public were consulted, and their submissions 

considered as part of the assessment.  

 

 

Appendix 1 contains a table of the proponent’s proposed management measures. 

 
Appendix 2 contains the environmental permit conditions for the proposal. 
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1 Approval Process 

The Board of the Environment Protection Authority (the Board) received a Notice of Intent for 

this proposal on 25 November 2021. 

 

An application for a permit under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPA Act) was 

submitted to Glamorgan Spring Bay Council (GSBC) on 7 June 2022. 

 

This proposal is defined as a ‘level 2 activity’ under clause 6(a)(ii), Schedule 2 of the Environmental 

Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPC Act), being materials handling and processing of 

rocks, ores, or minerals at a rate in excess of 1,000 cubic metres per year. 

 

Section 25(1) of the EMPC Act required Council to refer the application to the Board for 

assessment under the Act. The application was received by the Board on 10 June 2022. 

 

The Board required that an Environmental Effects Report (EER) be provided, prepared in 

accordance with the Guidelines issued by the Board on 20 December 2021. A draft of the EER 

was submitted to EPA for review against the Guidelines before it was finalised and accepted on 
behalf of the Board on 23 May 2022. 

 

The final EER was submitted to Council with the permit application. The EER was released for 

public inspection for 14 days on 25 June 2022. Advertisements were placed in The Mercury and on 

the EPA website. The EER was also referred to relevant government agencies for comment. No 

representations were received. 

 

The Executive Director, Environmental Assessments, has undertaken determination of the 

assessment under delegation from the Board. 
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2 SD Objectives and EIA Principles 

The proposal must be considered by the Board in the context of the objectives of the Resource 

Management and Planning System of Tasmania (RMPS), and the Environmental Management and 

Pollution Control System (EMPCS). Both sets of objectives are specified in Schedule 1 of the 

EMPC Act. 

 

The functions of the Board are to administer and enforce the provisions of the EMPC Act, and to 

use its best endeavours to further the RMPS and EMPCS objectives. The Board must assess the 

proposal in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment Principles defined in Section 74 

of the EMPC Act. 

 

  



 

Environmental Assessment Report – B.C. McConnon & J.L. McConnon – McConnon’s Quarry Change to Processing Capacity, 

Buckland 8 

3 The Proposal 

The main characteristics of the proposal are summarised in Table 1. A detailed description of the 

proposal is provided in Section 2 of the EER. 

 

Table 1: Summary of the proposal’s main characteristics 

Activity 

Crushing and screening of a maximum of 12,500 cubic metres (approximately 20,000 tonnes) of 

rock and gravel per annum. 
 

Location and planning context 

Location Off Buckland Road, CT 120085/1, PID 5970671 (internal parcel PID 5970698), 

9 kilometres north west of Buckland. 

Land zoning Agricultural Zone under the Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Glamorgan Spring 

Bay Planning Scheme. Extractive Industry is a Discretionary Use Class within 

this zone.  

Land tenure Private freehold owned by B.C. & J.L. McConnon (proponent), with a small 

internal parcel of Crown Land, as shown in Figure 2.  

Mining lease 1995 P/M. Figure 3 shows the mining lease area and the quarry site plan.  

Lease area 6 hectares. 

Bond Current bond of $10,000. 

Activity site 

Land Use Existing quarry site operating as a Level 2 activity under PCE 9960, with an 

annual extraction limit of 12,500 cubic metres (20,000 tonnes).  

Topography Located at an altitude of approximately 250 metres above sea level, the slope 

faces primarily north east with steep cuts and benches from the existing 

quarrying activities.  

Geology Predominantly dolerite (tholeiitic), with locally developed granophyre. The 

occurrence of Potentially Acid Forming (PAF) material is highly unlikely. 

The south eastern boundary of the property borders the Bluff River 

Conservation Area. The geoconservation site of the Bluff River Cliffs/Cave 

Complex is located approximately 3 kilometres to the north. 

Soils Podzol and Podzolic Soils on Sandstone, and Podzolic Soils on Dolerite.  

Hydrology The site is located within the Prosser catchment and Bluff River sub 

catchment.  

Drainage runs north-north east towards Mitchells Creek, which traverses the 

north eastern corner of the mining lease as it crosses Buckland Road. 

Mitchells Creek is a tributary of the nearby Bluff River and is an intermittent 

watercourse that flows for a few days after heavy rainfall.  

No groundwater information is available for the site and no bores are located 

within the boundaries of the property.  
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Natural 

Values 

No fauna or flora species, including vegetation and ecological communities, 

listed under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 (TSP Act) or the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) have 

been identified within the quarry site footprint.  

Eucalyptus pulchella forest and woodland, and Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and 

woodland on dolerite, are located at the fringes of the site and several blue 

gums (Eucalyptus globulus) are present within the site. Blue gums provide 

priority habitat for the swift parrot (Lathamus discolor), listed as endangered 

under the TSP Act and critically endangered under the EPBC Act.  

Gorse (Ulex europaeus), a declared weed under the Weed Management Act 

1999 (WM Act) is known from the site. There is no evidence of the plant 

pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomi on site. 

Local region 

Climate Annual average rainfall is 669 mm; monthly average is 44-66 mm. Wind 

direction is predominantly south westerly in the morning and south easterly 

in the afternoon.  

Surrounding 

land zoning, 

tenure and 

uses 

The mining lease is located centrally within a 403 hectare property. 

Surrounding land is primarily zoned Agricultural and Rural, with no Residential 

zoning within 1.5 kilometres of the quarry. The surrounding land is 

predominantly bush with some cleared pasture.  

The nearest residence is located approximately 2.2 kilometres to the north 

east.  

Species of 

conservation 

significance 

The Natural Values Atlas (NVA) Report (Appendix D of the EER) indicates no 

records of threatened flora species within 500 metres of the site, with several 

state significant threatened flora species occurring within 5 kilometres.   

Blue gums (Eucalyptus globulus) in the local region provide priority habitat for 

the swift parrot (Lathamus discolor), and there are records of this species 

within 500 metres of the quarry site.  

There are older records within 500 metres of the quarry for the Tasmanian 

devil (Sarcophilus harrisii), listed as endangered under the TSP Act and EPBC 

Act, and the eastern quoll (Dasyurus viverrins), listed as endangered under the 

EPBC Act. The NVA Report indicates that a further nine threatened fauna 

species potentially occur within 500 metres of the quarry (see Appendix D of 

the EER).  

No raptor nests or sightings have been identified in close proximity to the 

site. The closest identified nest for the Tasmanian wedge-tailed eagle (Aquila 

audax subsp. fleayi), listed as endangered under both the TSP Act and EPBC 

Act, is situated approximately 2 kilometres from the quarry. 

Proposed infrastructure 

Major 

equipment 

Front wheel loader, dozer, excavator, static screen, transport trucks (30 

tonne capacity), light vehicles for on site transport, mobile mechanical screen 

(Chieftain 1400 Tracked Inclined Screen) and crushing plant (type and model 

are yet to be determined).  

Other 

infrastructure 

Two sediment basins and internal haul roads. 
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Inputs 

Water Water is used as a dust suppressant on site. The EER does not describe the 

source of water.  

Energy Diesel fuel for machinery and trucks.  

Other raw 

materials 

N/A. 

Wastes and emissions 

Liquid Stormwater runoff from extraction and stockpile areas. 

Atmospheric Dust from internal and external traffic, excavation works, crushing, and blow-

off from stockpiles. Vehicle emissions.  

Solid Overburden. General reuse - to be removed regularly.  

Controlled 

wastes 

Potential oil and fuel waste. No environmentally hazardous substances will be 

permanently stored on site.  

Noise From crushing, screening equipment, excavation, loading onto trucks, and 

vehicle movements both on site and going to and from the site.  

No blasting is proposed to be undertaken on the site.  

Greenhouse 

gases 

The proposal will result in a minor localised increase in emissions from the 

operation of diesel and petrol fuelled machinery and transport.  

Operations 

Proposal 

timetable 

Dependent on approval, the proposed intensification of quarrying operations 

will commence as soon as possible and be ongoing. The forecast life of the 

quarry is estimated at 20 years.  

Operating 

hours 

(ongoing) 

0700 to 1900 hours Monday to Friday  

0800 to 1600 hours Saturday 
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                Figure 1: Location of Mining Lease 1995P/M (Figure 1 of the EER).  
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               Figure 2: Location of Crown Land Parcel within Mining Lease 1995P/M (Figure 2 of the EER). 
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                Figure 3: Site Plan (Figure 3 of the EER).
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4 Project Rationale and Alternatives 

The EER states that B.C. McConnon & J.L. McConnon (the proponent) is a family business, having 

been in the family for two generations. The proponent purchased the property in 2002 and has 

been operating McConnon’s Quarry at Buckland since 2008. 

 

The proposal to intensify current quarry operations by increasing the materials handling and 

processing limit to 12,500 cubic metres per annum, will provide product for road construction for 

local government, civil contractors, and private contractors. The proposed change in use will allow 

for local demand for material to be met in an efficient manner, as the adding of a mechanical 

screen and a crushing plant to the existing extractive activity will allow additional materials to be 

processed on site. The new quarry machinery will enable the proponent to process previously 

unutilised rock, thereby minimising wastage and increasing supply.  

 

The proponent is also seeking to extend the extraction footprint of the existing quarry by 

approximately 3 hectares outside the current mining lease area. This is the subject of a separate 

application and is not part of the current assessment. 

 
No viable alternatives to the current proposal were considered.  
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5 Public and Agency Consultation 

No public submissions were received during the public consultation period. 

 

The EER was also referred to several government agencies with an interest in the proposal. A 

submission was received from the Conservation Assessments Section, Department of Natural 

Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE), noting that there were no concerns in relation to 

natural values.  

 

The following individuals also provided specialist advice on the EER: 

 

• Regulatory Officer, Environment Protection Authority 

• Scientific Officer (Air), Environment Protection Authority 

• Scientific Officer (Noise), Environment Protection Authority 

 

A proportion of the quarry site includes Crown Land (PID 5970698), however Section 51(1H) of 

the LUPA Act provides that where a mining lease has been issued under the Mineral Resources 

Development Act 1995 (MRD Act), the consent of the Crown is not required.  
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6 Evaluation of Environmental Issues 

The following environmental issues are considered relevant to the proposal and have been 

evaluated in this section:  

 

1. Natural values, weed and disease management 

2. Surface water quality and stormwater management 

3. Air emissions and air quality 

4. Noise emissions 

5. Waste management and environmentally hazardous substances 

6. Decommissioning and rehabilitation  

 

General conditions 

The following general conditions will be imposed on the activity: 

 

• G1. Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents 

• G2. No changes without approval 

• G3. Change of responsibility 

• G4. Change of ownership 

• G5. Quarry Code of Practice 

• G6. Incident response 

• G7. Complaints register 
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Issue 1: Natural values, weed and disease management 

Potential impacts 

Intensification of quarry materials handling has the potential to impact natural values as 

increased quarrying operations may disturb priority habitat for native species, and truck 

movements may result in strikes to threatened fauna. Products of extraction, vehicles, and 
equipment from quarries infected with weeds and pathogens can also spread weeds and 

diseases, such as Phytophthora cinnamomi, to locations off site. Trucks and equipment entering 

the quarry site can also bring weeds and pathogens in.  

The EER states the majority of the trees within the south west operating area of the quarry are 

Eucalyptus globulus (blue gum) which provide priority habitat for the swift parrot (Lathamus 

discolor) listed as endangered under the TSP Act and critically endangered under the EPBC Act. 

No existing vegetation will be cleared as part of this proposal, however inappropriate placement 

of extracted material and/or equipment within the Structural Root Zone (SRZ) and Tree 

Protection Zone (TPZ) of the remnant blue gums may impact their integrity. While no 

threatened fauna or flora species, including vegetation and ecological communities, have been 

identified within the project site, the wider area is largely forested and there are records of the 

Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii) and eastern quoll (Dasyurus viverrinus), both listed as 

endangered under the EPBC Act. 

Gorse (Ulex europaeus), a declared weed under the WM Act, is known from the project site and 

is classified as a Zone A weed in the Glamorgan Spring Bay Council (GSBC) Weed Management 

Plan. Non-declared invasive environmental weeds observed on site include, scotch thistle 

(Cirsium vulgare), foxglove (Digitalis purpurea), scarlet pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis) and the 

priority weed species great mullein (Verbascum thapsus). The declared weed Spanish heath (Erica 

lusitanica) has also been identified within 500 metres of the quarry. No plant pathogens have 

been observed on site. 

Management measures proposed in EER 

A Weed and Pathogen Management Plan has been prepared for the quarry site (Appendix E of 

the EER) to manage existing weeds on site and to reduce the spread or introduction of diseases 

and weeds. 

The proponent proposed the following management measures for natural values, weed and 

disease management: 

- Confining all works, vehicles, and materials to the designated works area and to observe SRZ 

and TPZ on site. 

- Reporting any previously unidentified animal burrows that may provide denning habitat for 

Tasmanian devils or eastern quolls, ceasing works until species are relocated, and reporting 

records to NRE. 

- Minimising the potential for vehicle strike by: cartage to and from the site occurring within 

daylight hours only; demarcating high risk areas for fauna to ensure all drivers are aware; 

limiting vehicle speed to 20 km/hour between dusk and dawn; and educating and training all 

drivers on site regarding safe driving practices. 

- Maintaining appropriate hygiene protocols.  

- Ensuring on site vehicles and machinery are free from soil, seed, and plant material upon arrival 

to the site. 

- Conducting wash down procedures when deemed necessary. 

- Stockpiling any gorse material separately to native vegetation and timber. 
- Mechanically removing, stockpiling, and burning any gorse observed within disturbed areas 

during operation of the quarry. 
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- Using only soil and rock material from the quarry area for rehabilitation purposes, alternative 

materials can only be imported if certified weed and pathogen free. 

Public and agency comment 

Conservation Assessments Section, NRE, advised that there were no concerns regarding the 

proposal with respect to potential impacts to natural values.  

Evaluation 

Condition FF1 requires the proponent to protect swift parrot foraging habitat, specifically the 

areas of Eucalyptus globulus (blue gum). This condition was included in the previous permit for 

the site (PCE No. 9960) and is also relevant to the current proposal.  

As there is reasonable threat of roadkill from heavy vehicle movements through the area with 

the occurrence of the Tasmanian devil and eastern quoll within the surrounding forested 

environment, permit condition OP2 limits cartage to and from the site to within daylight hours 

only. The additional management measures proposed in the EER to minimise potential vehicle 

strikes are considered appropriate and supported. 

The proposed procedures for limiting and managing weed and pathogen infestation are 

accepted. Condition FF2 which previously required approval of a Weed & Pathogen 

Management Plan for the quarry site, will continue to be implemented and complied with.  

Conditions 

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions: 

OP2  Cartage hours 

FF1   Protection of swift parrot foraging habitat 

FF2   Weed and Disease management 
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Issue 2: Surface water quality and stormwater management 

Potential impacts 

High rainfall events and inappropriate management of stormwater have the potential to cause 

erosion of exposed areas in quarries and extractive pits, leading to pollution from sediment and 

other water borne contaminants thereby impacting adjoining land and waterbodies that provide 

potential habitat for threatened flora and fauna species.  

Water captured within the quarry area currently drains in a north easterly direction towards 

two sediment settling ponds. Remaining water either infiltrates into the soil or evaporates from 

shallow surface pondage. The existing sediment pond has been designed to cater for existing 

production and processing levels at the quarry. Overflows from the pond travel across grassed 

rocky land towards the nearest waterway, Mitchells Creek. Catch drains have been installed 

around the perimeter of the existing quarry footprint to divert surface water around quarry 

operations. The EER states that drainage features in the vicinity of the quarry are generally 

ephemeral with no permanent water flow and the proposal does not require alterations to the 

sediment pond or associated stormwater infrastructure.  

Management measures proposed in EER 

The proponent outlines the following management measures in the EER: 

- Clearing of the sediment settling pond of excess sediment, as required. 

- Regular inspection of the sediment settling pond to assess sediment levels and ensure adequate 

operation. 

- Weekly inspection of culverts, drains and roads to ensure the effective management of surface 

and stormwater, maintenance as required. 
 

Public and agency comment 

No comment received.  

Evaluation 

The management measures proposed in the EER detailing regular inspection of the settling pond 

and stormwater infrastructure on site are appropriate and supported.  

Standard conditions applied to quarries for the effective management of liquid effluent and 

stormwater have been included in the permit. Condition SW1 requires appropriately sized 

perimeter drains and bunds to be constructed and maintained. Condition SW2 requires 

polluted stormwater to be collected and treated prior to discharge, and condition SW3 

requires the design and maintenance of appropriately sized settling ponds. 

Undertaking progressive rehabilitation and limiting the disturbed area as detailed in Issue 6 of 

this EAR will also contribute to minimising potential issues from stormwater and erosion.  

Conditions 

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions: 

SW1  Perimeter drains or bunds 

SW2  Stormwater 

SW3  Design and maintenance of settling ponds 
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Issue 3: Air emissions and air quality 

Potential impacts 

Quarrying activities can produce dust which may create an environmental nuisance or harm 

beyond the property boundary if not appropriately managed. Dust can originate from blasting, 

excavation, crushing, screening, disturbed topsoil, material stockpiles, loading of trucks, and 

movement of equipment and vehicles on and offsite. The proposal is expected to increase dust 

emissions from the current extractive activity as a result of the proposed mechanical screening 

and crushing operations, in addition to the engine exhaust from crushing equipment. 

The EER states that the site is surrounded by vegetation providing some screening from 

sensitive receptors and given the prevailing wind direction, dust emissions are highly unlikely to 

impact the closest residence. The nearest sensitive receptor (a residence) to where crushing 

will occur is located approximately 2.2 kilometres north east (Figure 1). The nearest property 

boundary to the edge of the proposed quarry footprint is approximately 500 metres to the 

south. The public road, Buckland Road is situated approximately 25 metres from the eastern 

edge of the quarry footprint. 

Management measures proposed in EER 

The EER states the following management measures will be undertaken by the proponent:  

- Covering all vehicles that are transporting excavated materials. 

- Using water to keep bare areas moist. 

- Minimising groundcover disturbance. 

- Restricting vehicle speed to 20 km/hour between dusk and dawn. 

- Watering loads to reduce load dust during travel and to prevent dust emissions beyond property 

boundaries (determined by operational personnel and dependent upon weather conditions). 

- Minimising the duration and extent of stockpiling. 

- Temporarily halting dust generating activities on hot and windy days (determined by operational 

personnel and dependent upon weather conditions). 

- Consideration of engine emission levels during selection of the proposed crushing plant 

equipment. 

- Scheduled maintenance of all vehicles, earth moving equipment and other combustion engines 

will occur to maximise emission quality. 

Public and agency comment 

The Scientific Officer (Air), Environment Protection Authority, noted that the EER does not 

provide a discussion of the future crushing plant, the ongoing provision of an adequate water 

supply for suppression of dust emissions, and additional mitigation measures specifically 

associated with the new equipment proposed. It was recommended that this information be 

provided to the EPA when the model of crusher to be used on site is confirmed.  

Evaluation 

The management measures proposed in the EER in relation to air emissions are supported. The 

Scientific Officer (Air) suggested that operational details of crushing and screening equipment 

should be provided when new machinery is installed onsite, however, in consultation with the 

Regulatory Officer, it was determined that this is not required as condition A3 will be sufficient 

to ensure that dust emissions from the crushing plant do not extend beyond the boundary of 

The Land.  

Additional standard conditions for quarries of this size and scale will be applied to the permit to 

further reduce the risk of dust emissions creating environmental harm or nuisance. The 

proponent will be required under condition A1 to ensure that trucks coming from the quarry 
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are covered or dampened. Condition A2 will require the proponent to control and actively 

manage dust emissions produced by all quarrying activities to ensure emissions and 

environmental nuisance are prevented beyond the boundary of The Land.  

Given the distance of the quarry to the nearest sensitive receptor, and the likely buffering 

offered by the surrounding forested land, it is considered that the above conditions will be 

sufficient to minimise the potential for environmental harm or nuisance to occur. No further 

restrictions are considered necessary.  

Conditions 

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions: 

A1  Covering of vehicles 

A2  Control of dust emissions 

A3  Control of dust emissions from plant  
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Issue 4: Noise emissions 

Potential impacts 

Noise emissions from quarry operations have the potential to cause nuisance to neighbouring 

properties and disturbance to local fauna if not appropriately mitigated or managed. Noise is 

generated from methods of excavation, screening and crushing, the operation of machinery, 
loading of materials onto trucks, transportation of material, and movement of machinery and 

vehicles on site.   

There are no residences within the recommended separation distances for crushing in the 

Quarry Code of Practice (EPA 2017) (QCP), and the closest residence is located approximately 

2.2km from the site. It should be noted there is potential for threatened bird species to be 

nesting and foraging near the quarry. Regarding the generation of noise from vehicles, the EER 

states that there will be no operational changes to current truck movements to and from the 

site. 

Management measures proposed in EER 

The following measures are proposed in the EER to manage noise emissions: 

- Maintaining current operating hours. 

- Maintaining current noise attenuation features by: maintaining separation of greater than 750 

metres between crushing activities and the nearest sensitive receptor; and conducting screening 

and crushing activities at the base of the quarry pit. 

- Maintaining internal haul roads and access tracks to prevent corrugation that contributes to 

truck noise. 

- Consideration of sound power levels during selection of the crushing plant equipment and 

selecting a model of crusher than does not exceed the assessed noise criteria. 

- Scheduling maintenance of all vehicles, earth moving equipment and other machinery to 

minimise noise emissions. 
 

Public and agency comment 

The Scientific Officer (Noise), Environment Protection Authority, noted that although no 

further information is required to assess the potential noise impact of the proposal, a request 

for noise commissioning measurements in the future is required.  

Evaluation 

The measures for managing noise emissions in the EER are supported. It is likely that the 

operation of crushing and screening equipment will increase noise emissions from the quarry, 

and as the model of crushing plant to be installed on site was not specified in the EER, it is 

considered reasonable that conditions OP3 and OP4 be included in the permit. These 

conditions will require the proponent to complete a noise survey within three months after 

proposed operations commence to confirm the expectations of noise level compliance.  

The standard condition OP1 which defines quarry operating hours is required for the proposal. 

Condition B1 prohibits blasting unless approved in writing by the Director, as blasting would 

result in additional noise impacts not considered in this assessment. Condition OP2 (detailed in 

Issue 1) limits cartage to daylight hours only. 

Conditions 

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions: 

B1     No blasting without approval 

OP1  Operating hours 



 

Environmental Assessment Report – B.C. McConnon & J.L. McConnon – McConnon’s Quarry Change to Processing Capacity, 

Buckland 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OP3  Noise survey requirements 

OP4  Noise survey method and reporting requirements 
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Issue 5: Waste management and environmentally hazardous substances 

Potential impacts 

Inappropriate storage and the spillage of any oil, fuel or environmentally hazardous material has 

the potential to result in contamination of soil and water if not adequately contained.  

The quarry does not require any permanent storage of hazardous substances on site, however 

the EER states that the activity may produce small quantities of fuel and oil waste.  

Management measures proposed in EER 

The following management measures detailed in the EER have been proposed to reduce the risk 

of adverse impacts caused by inappropriate use and storage of waste and hazardous materials: 

- Waste management will continue to follow the waste hierarchy with reduction of waste 

generated being the priority. 

- Securing any waste generated to prevent it blowing offsite. 

- Collecting and transporting general waste to an appropriately licensed facility for recycling or 

disposal, waste will not be allowed to accumulate. 

- Supplying designated waste collection bins or skips. 
- Ensuring waste receptacles are appropriate to the nature and volume of waste being produced 

on site. 

- Removing waste regularly to maintain good housekeeping practices. 

- Refuelling of equipment will be undertaken with a spill kit present, and staff will be suitably 

trained to use the spill kit 

- Providing spill kits on site for vehicle leakages during operation. 

- Equipment and machinery will not be serviced on site, where practicable. 

- No dangerous goods, hazardous materials or controlled wastes will be stored on site. 

Public and agency comment 

No comment received.  

Evaluation 

Management measures proposed are adequate to ensure solid waste generated from the site is 

collected and appropriately disposed of. As fuels and oils to operate and maintain machinery will 

not be permanently stored on site, the risk of release of hazardous substances into the 

environment is considered to be low. Standard quarry conditions regarding keeping and use of 

spill kits (condition H3) and storage, handling, and mobile containment of hazardous materials 

(conditions H1 and H2) are imposed. Conditions H1 and H2 will ensure appropriate handling 

and temporary storage of fuels should mobile refuelling on site occur. The proponent is also 

made aware of their obligations for storage and handling of dangerous goods (LO2).  Clause 

OI2 provides information on the waste management hierarchy. 

Conditions 

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions: 

H1  Storage and handling of hazardous materials 

H2  Handling of hazardous materials – mobile 

H3  Spill kits  

The proponent is also made aware of the following: 

OI2  Waste management hierarchy 

LO2  Storage and handling of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous substances 
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Issue 6: Decommissioning and rehabilitation 

Potential impacts 

Temporary or permanent cessation of quarrying operations has potential to cause ongoing 

impacts to the environment if rehabilitation is not managed appropriately. Rehabilitation is 

necessary to ensure long term stability of the site, prevent erosion and sedimentation, reduce 

uncontrolled dust emissions, provide native flora and fauna habitat, and minimise the potential 

for establishment of invasive flora species.  

The EER states that blue gums on and around the quarry site were noted as having good 

capacity to self-seed and regenerate disturbed areas. The site is operational and measures for 

decommissioning and rehabilitation are ongoing and carried out in accordance with the QCP.  

Management measures proposed in EER 

There are no anticipated changes to existing decommissioning and rehabilitation measures.  

The following management measures are proposed in the EER: 

- Revegetating with natives and creating grazing areas to the satisfaction of the landowner. 

- Restoring all excavated slopes to a maximum grade of 15% prior to hydro-mulching and 

reseeding with a native mix. 

- Direct seeding of the parcel of Crown Land along with all flat areas within the site with local 

provenance species consisting of ground cover, shrubs to form a mid-storey and trees similar to 

the mix in neighbouring woodlands. 

- Retaining the stormwater, including the sediment basins, long-term, and maintaining them for 

the first year after rehabilitation; planting local provenance reeds around the drainage works. 

- Inspecting rehabilitated areas regularly to assess the health of vegetation and to check for 

erosion and weed occurrence; following completion of topsoiling and seeding, rehabilitation 

monitoring will be undertaken quarterly for a minimum period of two years; remedial works will 

be undertaken by the contractor if necessary. 

- Applying fertiliser if poor growth and nutrient deficiencies are indicated; slow release fertilisers 

suitable for native species, such as blood and bone or manure, will be used where possible to 

reduce the potential for nutrients to enter waterways; if this is not possible, a general-purpose 

chemical fertiliser will be used; the stormwater system used during operation will remain until 

rehabilitation is complete to prevent offsite migration of sediments and any applied nutrients. 

- Undertaking a weed control program in the short term (two years) to ensure that a self-

sustaining pasture cover is developed over the site; in the longer term the landholder will 
continue to manage gorse emergence in accordance with the practices for the rest of the 

property. 

Public and agency comment 

No comment received. 

Evaluation 

The management measures proposed are appropriate and are reflected in the permit 

conditions. To ensure appropriate treatment of surface soil and implementation of progressive 

rehabilitation, conditions DC1 and DC2 are required.  

Condition DC3 requires care and maintenance of the site during temporary cessation of the 

activity, and rehabilitation if the activity is suspended for 2 years or more. Condition DC4 

requires notification of the Director if permanent cessation of the activity becomes likely and 

DC5 requires that rehabilitation be undertaken on cessation. 
 

Conditions 
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The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions: 

DC1  Stockpiling of surface soil 

DC2  Progressive rehabilitation 

DC3  Temporary suspension of activity 

DC4  Notification of cessation 

DC5  Rehabilitation on cessation  
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7 Issues not assessed by the Board 

The issue of Cultural Heritage, which was raised during the assessment process, is not the Board’s 

responsibility under the EMPC Act. This issue is are more appropriately addressed by Aboriginal 

Heritage Tasmania (AHT). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 1: Cultural heritage 

Potential impacts 

Quarrying activities may disturb historical artefacts of Aboriginal or European cultural origin.  

Management measures proposed in EER 

There is no requirement for an Aboriginal heritage investigation and Aboriginal Heritage 

Tasmania (AHT) have no objection to the proposal proceeding. Management measures 

proposed in the EER regarding potential impacts to cultural heritage include: 

- If at any time during works Aboriginal heritage is suspected, works will cease and AHT will be 

contacted immediately for advice. 

- An Unanticipated Discovery Plan (UDP) will be on hand during ground disturbing works. 

Public and agency comment 

No comment received.  

Conclusion 
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The EER states that due to the area being highly disturbed, it is anticipated that the area has a 

low likelihood of Aboriginal heritage being present.  

The proponent’s management measures are considered appropriate and are supported. 

The following legal obligation information is included: 

LO3  Aboriginal relics requirements 
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8 Report Conclusions 

This assessment has been based on the information provided by the proponent, B.C. McConnon & 

J.L. McConnon in the permit application and the case for assessment (the EER). 

 

The report incorporates specialist advice provided by EPA scientific and regulatory staff, the 

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania, and other government agencies. 

 

It is concluded that: 

 

1. the RMPS and EMPCS objectives have been duly and properly pursued in the assessment of 

the proposal; and 

2. the assessment of the proposal has been undertaken in accordance with the Environmental 

Impact Assessment Principles; and 

3. the proposal is capable of being managed in an environmentally acceptable manner such 

that it is unlikely that the RMPS and EMPCS objectives would be compromised, provided 

that the Permit Conditions - Environmental No. 11056 appended to this report are 

imposed and duly complied with. 

 

The environmental conditions in Appendix 2 are a new set of operating conditions for the entire, 

intensified activity that will supersede the existing permit conditions. 
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9 Report Approval 

Environmental Assessment Report and conclusions, including environmental 

conditions, adopted: 

 

 

 

Martin Read 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS 

Acting under delegation from the Board of the Environment Protection Authority 

 

Date: 18 August, 2022 
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11 Appendices 

Appendix 1 Table of proponent management measures 

Appendix 2 Permit conditions – Environmental No: 11056 
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Appendix 1: Proponent management measures 

Table 2: Proponent management measures (Table 6 of EER)  

Number Action Timing 

1 Dust generated from screening and crushing activities will be managed 

in accordance with Section 7.5 of the Tasmanian Quarry Code of Practice 

2017 and the Environmental Management Plan (EMP) 

Ongoing 

2 Covering all vehicles that are transporting excavated materials  Ongoing 

3 Using water to keep bare areas moist  Ongoing 

4 Minimising groundcover disturbance  Ongoing 

5 Restricting vehicle speed to 20 km/h  Ongoing 

6 Watering loads (as required)  Ongoing 

7 Minimising the duration and extent of stockpiling  Ongoing 

8 Temporarily halting dust generating activities on hot and windy days (as 

required)  
Ongoing 

9 Consideration of emission levels during selection of the crushing 

equipment  
Prior to purchasing 

crushing equipment 

10 Scheduled maintenance of all vehicles, earth moving equipment and 

other combustion engines  
Ongoing 

11 Noise generated from screening and crushing activities will be managed 

in accordance with Section 7.2 of the Tasmanian Quarry Code of Practice 

2017 and the EMP  

Ongoing 

12 Maintaining current operating hours as specified in PCE 9960  

 

Ongoing 

13 Maintaining current noise attenuation features by: maintaining 

separation of greater than 750 m between crushing activities and the 

nearest sensitive receptor; and conducting screening and crushing 

activities at the base of the quarry pit 

Ongoing 

14 Maintaining internal haul roads / access tracks to prevent corrugation 

that contributes to truck noise  
Ongoing 

15 Considering sound power levels during selection of the crushing plant; 

selecting a model of crusher that does not exceed the assessed noise 

criteria  

Prior to purchasing 

crushing equipment 

16 Drainage and erosion control from screening and crushing activities will 

be managed in accordance with Section 7.9 of the Tasmanian Quarry 

Code of Practice 2017 and the EMP 

Ongoing 

17 Continued clearing of the sediment basin of excess sediment (as 

required)  
Ongoing 

18 Continued regular inspection of the sediment basin to assess sediment 

levels and ensure adequate operation  
Ongoing 
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Number Action Timing 

19 Continued weekly inspection of culverts, drains and roads to ensure 

the effective management of surface and stormwater; maintenance as 

required  

Ongoing 

20 Solid waste from screening and crushing activities will be managed in 

accordance with Section 7.10 of the Tasmanian Quarry Code of Practice 

2017 and the EMP 

Ongoing 

21 Waste management will continue follow the waste hierarchy with 

reduction of waste generated being the priority  
Ongoing 

22 Securing any waste generated, including packaging waste, to prevent it 

blowing off-site  
Ongoing 

23 Collecting and transporting general waste to an appropriately licensed 

facility for recycling or disposal (as required); waste will not be allowed 

to accumulate  

Ongoing 

24 Suppling designated waste collection bins or skips (as required)  Ongoing 

25 Ensuring waste receptacles are appropriate to the nature and volume 

of waste being produced on site  
Ongoing 

26 Removing waste regularly to maintain good housekeeping practices  Ongoing 

27 Impacts to land and water from chemicals associated with screening 

and crushing activities will be managed in accordance with Section 7.10 

of the Tasmanian Quarry Code of Practice 2017 and the EMP  

Ongoing 

28 Refuelling of equipment will be undertaken with a spill kit present, and 

staff will be suitably trained to use the spill kit (as required)  
Ongoing 

29 Providing spill kits on-site for vehicle leakages during operation  Ongoing 

30 Equipment and machinery will not be serviced on-site, where 

practicable  
Ongoing 

31 No dangerous goods, hazardous materials or controlled wastes will be 

stored on site  
Ongoing 

32 Impacts to natural values from screening and crushing activities will be 

managed in accordance with Section 7.7 of the Tasmanian Quarry Code 

of Practice 2017 and the EMP  

Ongoing 

33 Confining all works, vehicles and materials to the designated works 

areas and observing TPZ requirements  
Ongoing 

34 Reporting any previously unidentified animal burrows that may provide 

denning habitat for Tasmanian devils or spotted-tailed quolls; ceasing 

works until species are relocated; reporting records to NRE  

Ongoing 

35 Minimising the potential for vehicle strike by: limiting cartage to and 

from the Project Site to within daylight; demarcating high-risk areas for 

fauna (should future sightings of fauna occur within the Project Site) to 

ensure drivers are aware of the threat; limiting vehicle speed to 20 

km/h between dusk and dawn; and educating and training all drivers on 

site regarding safe driving practices 

Ongoing 
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Number Action Timing 

36 Weeds, pests and pathogens associated with screening and crushing 

activities will be managed in accordance with Section 7.8 of the 

Tasmanian Quarry Code of Practice 2017 and the EMP  

Ongoing 

37 Weed management will be in accordance with the Weed and Pathogen 

Management Plan  
Ongoing 

38 Maintaining appropriate hygiene protocols  Ongoing 

39 Conducting wash down procedures when deemed necessary  Ongoing 

40 Ensuring on-site vehicles and machinery are free from soil, seed and 

plant material upon arrival to the Project Site  
Ongoing 

41 Stockpiling any gorse material separately to native vegetation and 

timber ensuring appropriate disposal  
Ongoing 

42 Mechanically removing, stockpiling and burning any gorse observed 

within disturbed areas during operation of the Quarry  
Ongoing 

43 Using only soil and rock material from the Quarry area for 

rehabilitation purposes; no other soil, rock or mulch material will be 

imported unless certified weed and pathogen free  

Ongoing 
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Appendix 2: Permit conditions – Environmental No: 11056 
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Attachment 1: The Land 

 

The Land  defined by boundary 
of Mining Lease 1995P/M, within 
Certificate of Title 120085/1

18 August 2022



Attachment 2: Limit of approved works

 

18 August 2022



 

 

Guidance for Land Use Planners on Environmental Impact Assessments conducted by the EPA Board, May 2018 
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