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Plate 1. Attendees at Compost Kings’ initial Community Consultation Meeting held at the proposed location of 
the composting facility on Somerton on 19 June 2021 were (L to R): Adam Jones (Redside), Sarah Copping 
(Charlton Park), Ella Minehan (Compost Kings), Danielle Gray (Convenor; Gray Planning), Jill Copping (Charlton 
Park), Justin Jones (Somerton), Seaton Waterfield (Compost Kings), Wayne Carnes (Green Timbers) and Mick 
Holmberg (Compost Kings).  Absent: Andrew McShane (Lovely Banks; Woodlands Run). 
 Photo: Bill Cromer. 

 

 
 

13 August 2021 
 
Mr. S. Waterfield 
Compost Kings Tasmania 
s.waterfield1984@hotmail.com  
 
Dear Seaton 

Proposed composting facility, Lovely Banks Road, Somerton 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

The following pages: 

 (a) record attendees (Plate 1) at the first community consultative meeting on 19 June at the 

proposed composting facility on Somerton, and include a map of their properties (Figure 1), 

(b) include the letter of invitation and information brochure sent to prospective attendees before 

the meeting, and 

(c) presents the approved summary of the meeting sent to attendees and others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely 

 

 

Bill Cromer 
Principal 

William C Cromer Pty Ltd 
ABN 48 009 531 613 

Environmental, engineering and groundwater geologist 

mailto:billcromer@bigpond.com
mailto:s.waterfield1984@hotmail.com
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Figure 1. Properties whose owners were invited to Compost Kings’ initial Community Consultation 
Meeting on Somerton on 19 June 2021. 
Source of base map: www.thelist.tas.gov.au 
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Attachment 1 
(8 pages including this page) 

Letter of invitation (next page) to initial Community Consultation Meeting held on 19 
June 2021, and the Information Brochure (following 6 pages) which accompanied it. 

 
 

The letter (in this instance addressed to Ms J. Copping at Charlton Park) and Information 
Brochure were also sent to Mr. Andrew McShane (Lovely Banks), Mr. Anthony Bailey (Mother 

Lord), and Mr. Wayne Carnes (Green Timbers). 
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(signature) 
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Attachment 2 
(8 pages including this page) 

Summary of first Community Consultative Meeting of 19 June 2021 
 

 
The following pages were sent to attendees of the meeting on 29 June 2021 in draft form, 
requesting comments and amendments. There were none.  They were resent unamended as 
Final on 1 August 2021. 
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12 COMPOST KINGS 
Unit 2/1a Willowbend Road 

KINGSTON Tas 7050 
 

Mobile: 0452 383 485 
Email: s.waterfield1984@hotmail.com 

 
29 June 2021 (as Draft) 
(Reissued unamended as Final, 1 August 2021) 
 
 

PROPOSED COMPOSTING FACILITY AT SOMERTON 
SUMMARY OF FIRST COMMUNITY CONSULTATION MEETING 

 

Date and time 
The meeting was held on Somerton at the location proposed for the composting facility, 
between about 10am and noon on Saturday 19 June 2021. 
 

Invitees 
Seaton Waterfield (proponent) either contacted each of the following landowners, or hand-
delivered an invitation letter and information brochure to them individually. 
 

Name Property 
Contact mobile 

# 
Email 

Justin Jones Somerton 0429 951 430 redside4208@bigpond.com  

Andrew McShane Woodlands Run     

Anthony Bailey Mother Lords     

Jill Copping Charlton Park 0427 660 091 jilly@skymesh.com.au  

Wayne Carnes Green Timbers 0407 872 198 tassieconcretetanks@outlook.com  

Rodney Jones Redside     
 

 
Attendees 
The following attended 
 

Name Property 
Contact mobile 

# 
Email 

Justin Jones Somerton 0429 951 430 redside4208@bigpond.com  

Jill Copping Charlton Park 0427 660 091 jilly@skymesh.com.au  

Sarah Copping Charlton Park 0429 373 474 sarah.copping23@gmail.com 

Wayne Carnes Green Timbers 0407 872 198 tassieconcretetanks@outlook.com  

Adam Jones   0427 591 125 redsidemerino@bigpond.com  

Mick Holmberg (Compost Kings) 0419 149 996 mick.holmberg@outlook.com  

Ella Minehan (Compost Kings) 0452 559 485 ella.minehan95@hotmail.com  

Seaton Waterfield (proponent) 0452 383 485 s.waterfield1984@hotmail.com 

Danielle Gray (Gray Planning) 0439 342 696 danielle@grayplanning.com.au  

Bill Cromer (William Cromer Pty Ltd) 0408 122 127 billcromer@bigpond.com  

 

Meeting 
The meeting was held in the open. It was informal.  Attendees asked questions and raised 
issues throughout. 
 
Bill first thanked all for attending. 
 
He said that his professional association with Seaton was about 10 years old, and that Seaton 
had asked him to assist in doing the paperwork for the composting proposal.  
 

mailto:billcromer@bigpond.com
mailto:s.waterfield1984@hotmail.com
mailto:redside4208@bigpond.com
mailto:jilly@skymesh.com.au
mailto:tassieconcretetanks@outlook.com
mailto:redside4208@bigpond.com
mailto:jilly@skymesh.com.au
mailto:sarah.copping23@gmail.com
mailto:tassieconcretetanks@outlook.com
mailto:redsidemerino@bigpond.com
mailto:mick.holmberg@outlook.com
mailto:ella.minehan95@hotmail.com
mailto:s.waterfield1984@hotmail.com
mailto:danielle@grayplanning.com.au
mailto:billcromer@bigpond.com
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13 Bill then went through the steps that had been taken to get the proposal to the current stage 
(the following were not discussed in detail at the meeting, but the list is provided here as 
background information for attendees) 
 
 
2020 June 

• Seaton’s initial Development Application (DA) to Southern Midlands Council (SMC) for 
a planning permit to operate the facility 

 
2020 August 

• Bill completed geotechnical site investigations 
 
2020 October 

• A final DA was prepared by Compost Kings 
 
2020 November 

• SMC forwarded the DA to the Tasmanian Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) for 
comment (would EPA need to get involved?) 

• Site meeting with EPA and SMC 

• EPA advised that the scale and nature of the DA amounted to a “Stage 2b” activity, 
which would require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  

 
2020 December 

• SMC provided a list of planning issues which would need to be addressed 

• EPA prepared a site-specific set of EIS guidelines for Compost Kings. EPA considered 
the most important issues to address were odour and the potential for groundwater 
contamination from leachate from the composting process.   

• A groundwater monitoring bore was drilled 
 
2021 January 

• Groundwater from the bore, and surface water from two dams, was sampled and 
laboratory tested 

• Field soil permeability testing was done 
 
2021 February 

• Laboratory soil permeability testing was done 
 
2021 March 

• A traffic report was prepared by traffic engineer Terry Eaton. 

• Michelle Clifton from Assured Environmental (AE) based in Brisbane visited the site 
and other composting facilities with Bill, and both met with EPA 

 
2021 April 

• The AE air quality report was prepared 
 
2021 May 

• EIS preparation by Bill, including preparation of a draft hydrogeological report and 
water balance for the facility 

• Danielle Gray of Gray Planning prepared a preliminary town planning review to outline 
the requirements to address the Planning Scheme  

• Meeting held with Seaton, Bill Cromer and Danielle Gray with Southern Midlands 
Planning department staff Louisa Brown and David Cundall to advise of proposed 
community consultation and give an update on progress and studies undertaken 

 
2021 June 

• A natural values summary report was completed by consultants North Barker 

• A second groundwater and surface water sampling event was done 
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14 Seaton then addressed the meeting, explaining his experience with composting (for 
example, at Interlaken), and his intention to provide high quality compost intended to enhance 
agricultural productivity on land in the district. He was critical of processes at other composting 
facilities.  He said a major problem at these sites was the delivery (and necessary acceptance) 
of sometimes large amounts of raw materials (including fish wastes) which exceeded the 
capacities of the facilities to properly treat the material. He said that his operation would avoid 
this issue by not having formal contracts with suppliers. He would then not be obliged to accept 
wastes if the facility could not cope at the time. 
 
Seaton emphasised his intention to work closely and sympathetically with neighbouring 
property owners during operations. 
 
Danielle then went through the SMC planning process, and the Zones and Codes in the interim 
planning scheme. She explained the implications of the Attenuation Code, noting that the 
facility would have a 1,000m attenuation distance around it, and that any DA for a sensitive use 
within the attenuation area would need to show that it would not be adversely affected by the 
facility. Bill handed out a map showing the attenuation area (attached to this summary) 
 
General discussion followed, and towards the end of the meeting, attendees were generally 
talking to each other, and to Bill, Seaton and Danielle, in small groups or one-on-one. 
 
The main issues 
Traffic 
Wayne asked whether trucks would travel mostly east from the Midlands Highway, or west to 
the facility along Lovely Banks Road from Mud Walls Road.  He said that the road was narrow, 
and heavy traffic should be discouraged.  In the following discussion, ways to minimise truck 
movements were canvassed: from informal direction from Compost Kings, to formal 
instructions to truck operators, to possible permit conditions.  Seaton said Compost Kings was 
in full agreement with the concerns, and would address them. 
 
Odour 
Jill commented that she had had experience on the mainland where at times she could detect 
odour from an industrial facility 100km upwind. 
 
Seaton explained that solid fish wastes (a major source of odour) would be covered 
immediately on arrival with sawdust, etc to minimise odour. Liquid fish wastes would be 
immediately stored in covered tanks. 
 
Some attendees had interpreted the phrase “sensitive receivers” to mean Compost Kings 
would install odour detectors at attendees’ houses if required. Bill said he wasn’t sure whether 
such devices existed (they do1).  Seaton said if they were at a reasonable cost Compost Kings 
would consider installing the detectors. 
 
Support requested for Compost Kings proposal 
Bill explained that it would be a major step forward in the regulatory process for Compost Kings 
to receive written endorsement of its proposal from neighbouring landowners. A draft Letter of 
Endorsement was handed out to all attendees for their consideration, feedback and (if 
acceptable) signatures. 
 

 
1See 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/7205794_Continuous_monitoring_of_odors_from_a_composting_plan
t_using_electronic_noses  The Abstract says in part: “The odour impact of a composting plant situated in an 
urbanized area was evaluated by continuously monitoring the ambient air close to the plant during a period of 
about 4 days using two electronic noses. One electronic nose was installed in a nearby house, and the other one 
inside the perimeter of the composting plant in order to compare the response of both instruments…… The results 
of the study show the possibility of using an electronic nose for environmental odours monitoring, which enables 
the classification of the quality of the air and to quantify the olfactory nuisance from an industrial source in terms 
of duration and odour concentration.” 
See also: http://www.odotech.com/en/landingpage/how-does-electronic-nose-work/ 

 

mailto:billcromer@bigpond.com
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/7205794_Continuous_monitoring_of_odors_from_a_composting_plant_using_electronic_noses
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/7205794_Continuous_monitoring_of_odors_from_a_composting_plant_using_electronic_noses
http://www.odotech.com/en/landingpage/how-does-electronic-nose-work/
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15 Towards the end  of the meeting, the contact details of all attendees were collected. It was 
agreed that Bill would provide a summary of the meeting to all (this document) and that 
Compost Kings would continue to liaise via emails/meetings to keep everyone informed of 
progress. 
 

 
 
Attachments to this summary 
Attenuation area map (1 page) 
Extracts from AE Odour Assessment Report (2 pages) 
 
 
Bill Cromer for : 
Seaton Waterfield 
0452 383 485 
s.waterfield1984@hotmail.com 
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Figure 3 of the AE Odour Assessment Report dated 1 April 2021, showing the locations of the closest sensitive 
receptors (R1 to R7) in relation to distances from the proposed composting site 

Table 3 of the AE Odour Assessment Report dated 1 April 2021 
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The map below is part of Figure 10 of the AE Odour Assessment Report dated 1 April 2021 showing 
worst-cast odour contours. The white numbers are Odour Units (OUs).  The cut-off for acceptability 
at sensitive sites (eg houses( is 2 OU. 
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