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Introduction 

The purpose of a Spill Management Plan is to reduce the potential for spills and to manage spills from 
vehicles transporting controlled waste in order to reduce the potential for environmental harm and 
or nuisance. 

A ‘spill’ includes any release, discharge, leak, escape or emmission of solids (including dust), liquids, 
gases and/or vapours from a vehicle used to transport controlled waste. 

A Spill Management Plan is required by the conditions of a Controlled Waste Transporter Certificate 
of Registration, issued under Regulation 15 of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control 
(Waste Management) Regulations 2020. Your Spill Management Plan must be provided on request to 
an authorized officer. 

Preparing a Spill Management Plan 

A Spill Management Plan must address each of the requirements of the Spill Management Plan 
condition contained within the Controlled Waste Transporter Certificate of Registration: 

A Spill Management Plan must include: 

(a) Details of any properties the controlled waste may have that may affect the environment or human 
health and safety; 

(b) Procedures for appropriate containment and handling of the controlled waste during collection and 
transportation to reduce the potential for the emission of controlled waste to the environment; 

(c) A list of actions to be taken to contain, treat, control, recover and dispose of any controlled waste 
which may possibly leak, spill or accidentally escape during loading, transit or unloading of the waste, 
as a result of an accident, malfunction or other incident involving a vehicle carrying that waste, or for 
any other reason; 

(d) Contact details for the person responsible for coordinating the response to any incident involving the 
release of the controlled waste, where that person is not the driver of the relevant vehicle; 

(e) An itemised list of equipment and other resources necessary to contain, treat, control, recover, and 
dispose of any wastes which might leak, spill or accidentally escape; and 

(f) Recording and reporting procedures for incidents resulting in the emission of a controlled waste to 
the environment, which provide for an account of the location, time and cause of the incident, the 
quantity of controlled waste released, the effect of that release, and the actions taken to manage the 
release. 

Where a Controlled Waste Transporter is registered to transport some specific controlled wastes 
additional conditions may also be included on the Certificate of Registration. The Spill Management 
Plan must also reflect the requirements of these additional conditions. A full list of conditions is 
included in Appendix 1.  

A Spill Management Plan should be a stand-alone document and identify it as belonging to the entity 
that is the Controlled Waste Transporter.  

Recommendations on how the requirements of the Spill Management Plan condition can be met are 
provided below. Each requirement may provide a convenient heading to organize the content of the 
Spill Management Plan. 

Contents of a Spill Management Plan 

(a) Details of properties the controlled waste may have that may 
affect the environment or human health and safety  

When preparing a Spill Management Plan it is important to consider that different controlled wastes 
will have different requirements. The properties and hazardous characteristics of a controlled waste 
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influence the requirements for containment, procedures to prevent spills and procedures to manage 
(contain, treat, control, recover and dispose) spills. For each controlled waste being transported the 
Spill Management Plan should: 

• Identify its controlled waste code and description. A list of controlled waste codes and 
descriptions can be found at https://epa.tas.gov.au/regulation/waste-management/controlled-
waste/controlled-waste-category-codes 

• Identify its properties and hazardous characteristics. The properties and hazardous 
characteristics of a controlled waste influence the types of spill prevention and management 
actions, procedures, equipment and materials that will be required. For example: 
o Is the waste a liquid or a solid? 
o Does it generate dust? 
o Is it flammable, toxic, corrosive, infectious, etc? 
o Is it a dangerous good ? 

• Identify potential risks to human health and the environment. The properties and 
hazardous characteristics of controlled waste can create risks to human health and the 
environment during collection, transport and delivery of controlled waste. The Spill Management 
Plan should identify foreseeable risks and their causes. This information can be presented in a 
risk assessment table. 

(b) How the potential for spills of controlled waste will be reduced 
The Spill Management Plan must include procedures for appropriate containment and handling of 
controlled waste during loading, transit and unloading, to reduce the potential for spills. It is 
important to remember that different controlled wastes may require different procedures to reduce 
the potential for spills. 

It may be convenient to divide this section of the Spill Management Plan into four sections for; 
general, loading/containment, transit and unloading. Areas that the Spill Management Plan should 
address in these sections include, but are not limited to: 

General 

• Driver/operator training (including driving, spill management and familiarity with the conditions of 
the Certificate of Registration). 

• Vehicle maintenance. 
• Tank testing. 
• Bunding. 
• Personal protective equipment. 
• Suitable vehicles for each controlled waste type. 

Loading/containment 

• Wrapping, bagging, covering, tie down and other containment requirements. 
• Checking tank valves or door/tailgate latches. 
• Checking for spills after loading. 
• Checking loads prior to transit. 
• Measures to prevent dust generation. 

Transit 

• Routing requirements to reduce potential for spills and impacts. 
• Security procedures during breaks in transit. 
• Checking load during transit. 

Unloading 

• Checking for spills that may have occurred during transit or during unloading. 
• Measures to prevent dust, odour or vapour generation. 

https://epa.tas.gov.au/regulation/waste-management/controlled-waste/controlled-waste-category-codes
https://epa.tas.gov.au/regulation/waste-management/controlled-waste/controlled-waste-category-codes
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• Cleaning/de-contamination procedures. 

(c) How spills of controlled waste will be managed 
The Spill Management Plan must list procedures to manage (contain, treat, control, recover and 
dispose) of any controlled waste that may spill during loading, transit and unloading of the waste. It is 
important to remember that different controlled wastes may require different procedures. 

This section should provide clear, step-by-step procedures that the driver/operator will follow when 
a spill occurs. Areas that the Spill Management Plan should address in this section include, but are not 
limited to: 

• Assessing the situation without exposure to further danger. 
• Making the site safe for other road users (e.g. signage, road cones and flagging). 
• Who should be contacted when a spill occurs. 
• Determining whether the spill is an emergency and if emergency services should be contacted. 
• Personal protective equipment requirements. 
• How the spill should be contained (e.g. absorbant material and temporary bunds). 
• How the spill should be recovered. 
• How the impact of the spill will be assessed  
• Which spills (based on size and the controlled waste type) can be managed by the 

driver/operator and which require additional assistance. 
• How waste and clean up materials from the spill should be disposed. 

(d) Contact details 
The Spill Management Plan must include contact details for the person responsible for coordinating 
the response to a spill. 

(e) Equipment list 
The Spill Management Plan must include an itemized list of equipment and other resources that are 
necessary to contain, treat, control, recover, and dispose of any spills. It is important to remember 
that different controlled wastes may require different equipment and resources. A condition of the 
Controlled Waste Transporter Certificate of Registration requires that vehicles used to transport 
controlled waste must carry the equipment and other resources itemised in this part of the Spill 
Management Plan. 

(f) Recording and reporting procedures 
The Spill Management Plan must include recording and reporting procedures for spills. This 
requirement can be met by providing a recording template that includes the following information: 

• Location of spill 
• Time and date of spill 
• Cause of spill 
• Quantity and type of waste spilled 
• Effect of the spill 
• Actions taken to manage the spill 

The Spill Management Plan should also specify who is responsible for completing the recording 
requirements and who it is reported to. Please note that under Section 32 of the Environmental 
Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 you are required to notify the Director of EPA within 24 
hours of a controlled waste being released into the environment.  
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Appendix 1 – Controlled Waste Transporter Certificate of 
Registration Conditions and Information (as at December 
2021) 

Included in all Registrations 

WRC010  A copy of this Certificate of Registration must be kept at all times in each vehicle used to 
transport controlled wastes and must be presented to an authorized officer upon request. 

WRC030  The registered controlled waste transporter must take all reasonable steps to ensure that all 
persons involved in the transportation of controlled wastes are familiar with these conditions 
and the authorised waste categories to the extent relevant to their work. 

WRC040  Controlled waste must be transported to a facility that has a relevant authority to receive the 
waste or managed in accordance with an approved management method. 

WRC050  If an incident causing environmental harm occurs in the course of the collection, transport or 
delivery of waste, the registered controlled waste transporter must immediately take all 
reasonable and practicable actions to minimise any adverse environmental effects from the 
incident, in accordance with, but not limited to, any applicable Spill Management Plan. 

WRC060  A Spill Management Plan or Plans appropriate for all controlled waste being transported must be 
kept at all times in each vehicle used to transport those controlled wastes. 

WRC070  The relevant Spill Management Plan must be presented to an authorized officer upon request.  

WRC080  The relevant Spill Management Plan must be presented to any officer from any of the emergency 
services (e.g. fire, police, State Emergency Services) upon request in the event of an incident. 

WRC090  All persons involved in collecting and transporting controlled waste must be familiar with the 
relevant Spill Management Plan held in a vehicle, prior to collection and transport of the 
controlled waste, and must be competent in the implementation of any measures required by 
the Plan.  

WRC100  A Spill Management Plan must include: 

(a) Details of any properties the controlled waste may have that may affect the environment or 
human health and safety; 

(b) Procedures for appropriate containment and handling of the controlled waste during 
collection and transportation to reduce the potential for the emission of controlled waste 
to the environment; 

(c) A list of actions to be taken to contain, treat, control, recover and dispose of any controlled 
waste which may possibly leak, spill or accidentally escape during loading, transit or 
unloading of the waste, as a result of an accident, malfunction or other incident involving a 
vehicle carrying that waste, or for any other reason; 

(d) Contact details for the person responsible for coordinating the response to any incident 
involving the release of the controlled waste, where that person is not the driver of the 
relevant vehicle; 

(e) An itemised list of equipment and other resources necessary to contain, treat, control, 
recover, and dispose of any wastes which might leak, spill or accidentally escape; and 

(f) Recording and reporting procedures for incidents resulting in the emission of a controlled 
waste to the environment, which provide for an account of the location, time and cause of 
the incident, the quantity of controlled waste released, the effect of that release, and the 
actions taken to manage the release. 

WRC110  Vehicles used to transport controlled waste must carry equipment and other resources 
necessary to implement the actions specified in the relevant Spill Management Plan or Plans.  

WRC120  Subject to these conditions, the controlled waste must not be transported in a vehicle other 
than a vehicle specified in Schedule 2 attached to these conditions. 
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WRC130  The registered controlled waste transporter may transport an authorized controlled waste in a 
vehicle not specified in Schedule 2 provided that an application under and in accordance with 
Regulation 13(3) is submitted to the Director: 

(a) prior to taking possession of the load of waste; 
(b) including the registration number, make, body type and carrying capacity in tonnes of the 

vehicle; and 
(c) including a statement by the registered controlled waste transporter verifying that the 

vehicle complies with all relevant conditions of the Registration. 

WRC140  Written notice of any change of registration of a vehicle or change to the design or construction 
of a vehicle which will change the waste carrying capacity of that vehicle, must be provided to 
the Director prior to the use of the vehicle to transport controlled wastes. 

WRC150  Each vehicle used to transport controlled waste must be constructed and maintained so as to 
prevent the spillage of any controlled wastes carried. 

WRC160  Vehicles must be appropriately fitted or equipped for each consignment of controlled waste, and 
in particular must comply with the following requirements: 

(a) All liquid waste and waste that contains free liquid must be transported within sealed leak-
proof containers to prevent loss or spillage during transit; 

(b) All non-liquid waste must be covered during transit to prevent loss or spillage and to 
reduce emission of dust to the greatest practicable extent; 

(c) All waste that produces or is likely to produce odours must be transported in such a 
manner that odours are reduced to the greatest practicable extent; and 

(d) All waste that may attract vermin or insects must be transported within containers that 
prevent entry of vermin or insects, as the case may be. 

WRC170  The registered controlled waste transporter must ensure that any tank or other container used 
to transport controlled waste and not otherwise affixed to the vehicle is secured on the vehicle 
carrying the container in a manner that prevents toppling, spillage or movement under normal 
vehicle usage. 

WRC180  On request by an authorized officer, a registered controlled waste transporter must present a 
vehicle to an approved inspector for inspection, and a copy of any inspection or defect report 
provided by the inspector must be submitted to the Director within 14 days of the inspection 
being carried out. 

WRC190  Controlled wastes must be transferred to and from vehicles in a secure and safe manner and in 
accordance with any relevant authority such that: 

(a) the risk of spillage and/or accidental releases of the waste to the environment is prevented 
to the extent that is reasonable and practicable; 

(b) dust and odour are controlled to the extent reasonable and practicable; 
(c) any spillages or accidental releases of the controlled waste can be contained; and 
(d) the controlled waste cannot be readily accessed by unauthorised persons. 

WRC290  Any contaminated cleaning residue must be captured and managed in an appropriate manner so 
as to reduce the likelihood of environmental harm occurring. 

WRC301  Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, or under another relevant authority, the 
transport of a consignment of controlled waste may be deferred for a period of up to 3 days 
provided that: 

(a) the controlled waste is secured and remains under the control of the registered controlled 
waste transporter; and 

(b) the controlled waste is managed to prevent environmental harm including environmental 
nuisance. 

WRC400  When the Director, by notice in writing, requests information relating to controlled waste 
transported, this information must be provided for the reporting period specified, and in the 
form approved by the Director.  The information must be provided within the timeframe 
specified by the Director. 
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Included on Registrations that include M100 (Waste substances and articles containing 
or contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), polychlorinated naphthalenes 
(PCNs), polychlorinated terphenyls (PCTs) and/or polybrominated biphenyls (PBBs)) 

WRC210  Material containing Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCB) must be managed in compliance with the 
document "Polychlorinated Biphenyls Management Plan, November 1996" (and as amended), 
produced by Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council. 

Included on Registrations that include R100 (Clinical and related wastes) 

WRC220  Any vehicle used to transport clinical and related wastes must have a dedicated load 
compartment for containment of those wastes that has: 

(a) Ceiling, walls and floor constructed of a rigid, smooth faced, impervious material with sealed 
leak-proof seams that are capable of being easily cleaned;  

(b) A floor with a bund or a sump or both, to contain spillage; 
(c) Lockable doors; and 
(d) A solid, impervious partition separating it from the driver's cabin. 

WRC230  Clinical and related wastes (non-cytotoxic) must be securely contained during transit in yellow 
purpose-built enclosures, drums, boxes, bins or appropriately designed garbage trolleys that are: 

(a) securely closed; 
(b) leak-proof and resistant to impact rupture and corrosion; and 
(c) clearly labelled with the black "Biohazard" symbol as specified in Australian Standard AS 

1319 Safety Signs for the Occupational Environment. 

WRC240  Sharps (non-cytotoxic contaminated) must be securely contained during transit in yellow 
purpose-built enclosures, drums, boxes, bins or appropriately designed containers that are: 

a) securely closed; 
b) leak-proof and non-readily penetrable; 
c) resistant to impact rupture and corrosion; and 
d) clearly labelled with the black "Biohazard" symbol as specified in Australian Standard AS 

1319 Safety Signs for the Occupational Environment and the words "Danger: Contaminated 
Sharps". 

WRC250  Cytotoxic wastes must be securely contained during transit in purpose-built enclosures, drums, 
boxes, bins or appropriately designed garbage trolleys that are: 

(a) securely closed; 
(b) leak-proof and resistant to impact rupture and corrosion; and 
(c) clearly labelled with the white telophase symbol on a purple background as specified in 

Australian Standard AS 1319 Safety Signs for the Occupational Environment. 

WRC260  All containers containing clinical and related wastes must be secured within the designated load 
compartment specified in these conditions, in such a manner that they remain upright during 
transit. 

WRC270  As a minimum, the following equipment must be carried in vehicles used to transport clinical and 
related waste: 

(a) absorbent materials; 
(b) disinfectant; 
(c) mop with single use head; 
(d) spade or shovel; 
(e) gloves; 
(f) facemask or faceshield; 
(g) protective eye wear; 
(h) single use overalls; 
(i) torch; and 
(j) plastic biohazard labelled bags. 
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Included on Registrations that include J100, J120, K110, K130 & M270 (Waste oil, PFAS, 
septic and grease trap waste) 

WRC280  The registered controlled waste transporter must ensure that any tank used for the transport of 
the following classes of waste: 

(a) waste mineral oil; 
(b) sewage or grease trap waste; or 
(c) PFAS contaminated material - is decontaminated prior to using that tank for the transport 

of another class of waste. 

Included on Registrations where waste is only transported in Tasmania 

WRC410  Movement of controlled waste to a State or Territory other than Tasmania must not be 
undertaken. 

Included on Registrations where interstate transport of waste occurs 

WRC420  In each instance where the registered controlled waste transporter undertakes transport of 
controlled waste to another state or territory, a consignment authorization must be obtained 
from the nominated agency in the jurisdiction of destination, or from a facility delegated by that 
agency, prior to the movement of such wastes. 

WRC430  For all interstate transport of controlled waste by the registered waste transporter, a copy of all 
information specified in Schedule B of the NEPM must be kept by the waste transporter for each 
consignment of controlled waste transported. This information must be provided to the 
Director upon request within the timeframe and in the form specified by the Director. 

WRC440  For each consignment of controlled waste transported interstate by the registered controlled 
waste transporter, the registered controlled waste transporter must ensure waste tracking 
documentation, in a format approved by the Director, in which the information listed in Part 1 
(Information to be Supplied by the Waste Producer) and Part 2 (Information to be Supplied by 
the Transporter) of Schedule B of the NEPM is provided, accompanies that consignment in the 
cabin of any vehicle transporting the waste. 

WRC450  In accordance with the NEPM, unless an exclusion or exemption applies, a controlled waste 
must not be transported into Tasmania from another State or Territory of the Commonwealth 
of Australia, or out of Tasmania to another State or Territory of the Commonwealth of 
Australia, unless a consignment authorization has been received by the producer of those wastes 
from an agency of the jurisdiction within which the intended receival facility for those wastes is 
located, prior to the commencement of transportation. 

WRC460  Waste tracking documentation, must be; 

(a) completed as specified in the NEPM, and 
(b) presented to an authorized officer upon request. 

WRC470  All records required to be kept under these conditions must be kept for a minimum of three 
years and must be presented to an authorized officer upon request. 
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