
Acronyms

• NEPM National Environmental Protection (Movement 
of Controlled Waste between States and Territories) 
Measure 1998

• EMPCA Environmental Management and Pollution 
Control Act 1994 

Controlled Waste Identification Decision Tree

References

• NEPM Schedule A List 1
• NEPM Schedule A List 2
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Controlled Waste

Is this substance a waste?

Is this waste mentioned in 
List 1 of Schedule A of the 
NEPM?

Can it be demonstrated that  
this waste does not have 
characteristics mentioned in 
List 2 of Schedule A of the 
NEPM?

Is this waste included in the 
definition of a controlled 
waste in Regulation 5 of the 
EMPCA (Waste Management) 
Regulations 2020?

General Waste

No

Waste means any 
discarded, rejected, 
unwanted, surplus or 
abandoned matter, 
whether of any value or 
not, even if it is intended 
for recycling, reprocessing, 
recovery, reuse or 
purification by a separate 
operation from that which 
produced the matter, or if 
it is for sale.


