
 
 

 

 

 

Notice of Intent 
  

Prepared By:  Barry Williams  

Date:  31 January 2022 

Issue Date Recipient Organisation 

Revision 0 18 November 2021 Mr Tony Cresswell Cresswell’s Transport Pty Ltd 

Revision 1 4 January 2022  Environment Protection Authority 

Revision 2 14 January 2022  Environment Protection Authority 

Revision 3 31 January 2022  Environment Protection Authority 

 

 



Exton Quarry – Capacity Increase - Notice of Intent 31/01/22 

 

Integrated Land Management and Planning | Applicant Details 2 
 

1 APPLICANT DETAILS 
TABLE 1: PERSON LODGING APPLICATION 

Name Mr Barry Williams 

Business Integrated Land Management & Planning 

ABN 67 057 193 880 

Address 331 South Arm Road 
LAUDERDALE   Tasmania   7021 

Contact Barry.williams@ilmp.com.au 

Phone 0437 394 492 
 

2 PROJECT TITLE 
TABLE 2: PROJECT TITLE 

Name Exton Quarry – Capacity Increase 

Address Porters Bridge Road, Exton 

 

3 PROPONENT BACKGROUND 
TABLE 3: PROPONENT DETAILS 

Business Cresswell’s Transport Pty Ltd 

ACN 009 537 320 

Address PO Box 310 
DELORAINE Tasmania 7304 

Contact Mr Tony Cresswell 

Email Tony@cresswellstransport.com.au 

Phone 0418 131 342 
 

3.1  PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Cresswell’s Transport Pty Ltd (Proponent) conducts a fertilizer distribution business in Deloraine 
delivering fertilizer for Incitec Pivot and operates three hard rock quarries around Deloraine 
supplying aggregates and gravels for road construction, concrete and landscaping projects. The 
company also owns and operates a dolomite quarry located at Eddy Creek and a dolomite 
processing facility at the Huon Wood Centre in Southern Tasmania. 
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Exton quarry at Exton is a dolerite quarry producing weathered and fresh crushed dolerite products 
including gravels and aggregates. The quarry currently operates at a maximum annual capacity of 
13,235 cubic metres of processed product which is roughly equivalent to 22,000 tonnes. 

4 PROJECT DETAILS 
Exton Quarry is a hard rock quarry, the source rock is extracted using drill and blast techniques. A 
section of the resource is drilled with a pattern of holes to accept the explosives which when fired 
produce shot rock. The shot rock is fed through mobile crushers and screeners to produce various 
sized and blended aggregates and gravels. 

The quarry is regulated through a mining lease (1994 P/M) and Meander Valley Council permit 
56/95/5. The original Licence to Operate Scheduled Premises no. 6001 granted in 1995 has been 
modified with Environment Protection Notice 9502/1 issued in 2016. 

This proposal is to increase the maximum permitted annual capacity from 13,235 cubic metres to 
50,000 cubic metres. The extra production capacity will be achieved with more consistent and 
efficient utilisation of the existing processing equipment and an expansion in the quarry footprint. 

 

TABLE 4: EQUIPMENT THAT WILL BE UTILISED 

Operation Equipment Power (kW) 

Drilling Mobile drill rig 120 

Ripping / excavating Excavator 120 

Loading / stockpiling Wheel loader 150 

Crushing Mobile crusher 200 

Screening Mobile screener 50 
 

 

TABLE 5: PROJECT DETAILS 

Project Name Exton Quarry 

Maximum Annual Capacity 50 000 cubic metres 

 80 000 tonnes 

Production & processing area  2.0 hectares 

Total area of un-rehabilitated land required for this proposal 4.0 hectares 

Hours of Operation (weekdays) 7.00 am to 7.00 pm 

Saturdays  8.00 am to 4.00 pm 

Sundays, public holidays: No work 
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FIGURE 1: SITE PLAN SHOWING PROPOSED FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 
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5 PROPERTY DETAILS 

 

FIGURE 2: LOCALITY PLAN (EXTRACT FROM TASMAP TOPOGRAPHIC) 

 

TABLE 6: PROPERTY DETAILS 

Address 190 Porters Bridge Road, Exton 

Property Owner Assent to Ian Carl Porter 

Property ID 3517478 

Exton Quarry 

550 Porters Bridge Rd 

620 Porters Bridge Rd 

649 River Rd 

709 River Rd 
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Certificate of Title 157328 / 6 

Certificate of Title 157328 / 7 

Mining Lease  1994 P/M 

Lessee Cresswell’s Transport and Quarrying Pty. Ltd. 

Operator Cresswell’s Transport Pty Ltd 

Tenure Private Land 

Tasmanian Planning 
Scheme 

20. Rural 

Land Capability 6 Land marginally suited to grazing due to severe limitations 

Mining Lease Area 22 hectares 
 

6 STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 
The Meander Valley local government area uses the Tasmanian Planning Scheme (TPS) with the 
Meander Valley Local Provisions. In Table 6.2 Use Classes of the TPS, quarries are included in the 
Extractive Industries category. The land on which the proposal is based is mapped as being within 
the 20. Rural zone by the TPS. Use Table 20.2 includes Extractive Industry in the Permitted class, 
therefore a permit from the Meander Valley Council is required.  

The Exton Quarry has a permit issued by the Meander Valley Council, Planning Application number 
56/95/5. Condition 2. of that permit states that the “development shall be in accordance with the 
application and generally consistent with the conditions imposed by the Department of Environment 
and Land Management, Division of Environmental Management.” 

The conditions referred to above were varied by the Environment Protection Notice No. 9502/1. 
Condition Q1 Regulatory Limits requires that an annual limit on processing rocks and minerals is 
restricted to 13,235 cubic metres. This application seeks to vary that limit to 50,000 cubic metres of 
rock processed per year. A quarry processing rock at a rate greater than 1,000 cubic metres per year 
is classified under Schedule 2 of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1995 
(EMPC Act) as Level 2. Under EMPC Act Section 25. an application for a permissible Level 2 Activity 
must be delt with under Section 57 of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPA Act). 

This section requires that the application is treated as discretionary and hence the planning 
authority must advertise the application and call for representations. The application is also directed 
to the Board of the Environment Protection Authority for consideration. 

Stakeholders that have been consulted through this process include the following: 

• Meander Valley Council has been consulted regarding the status of the existing quarry 
permit and consideration of the Development Application. 

• The Board of the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) through this Notice of Intent. 
• Mineral Resources Tasmania has been consulted through the assigned Leasing Officer.  
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During the subsequent application assessment process these additional stakeholders will be 
consulted: 

• Meander Valley Council with regard to traffic implications on Porters Bridge Road. 
• Policy and Conservation Advice Branch of DPIPWE with regard to potential impacts on native 

vegetation. 
• Any property owners that share a boundary with the development site through a direct 

notice from the Planning Authority.  
• Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania will be asked to consider the heritage significance of the site. 

 

7 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
The Exton Quarry is located approximately 5 kilometres north of Exton. The quarry is situated on two 
titles with a single access to Porters Bridge Road. The Land is included within a Private Timber 
Reserve ID 3873. 

The quarry site is located on land with a north east aspect rising from around 300 metres to 350 
metres in elevation above the quarry top face. Much of the immediate quarry development area is 
cleared and only has minor regrowth vegetation cover. 

The entire area surrounding the quarry is mapped by TasVeg 4.0 as DSC – Eucalyptus amygdalina – 
Eucalyptus obliqua sclerophyll forest. An informal drainage line rises close to the quarry access road 
which converges with a minor watercourse eventually draining to the Meander River.  

 

8 ISSUES FOR THE PROJECT 

8.1 ENVIRONMENTAL 

The key environmental issues include clearing 2.0 hectares of regrowth Eucalypt woodland, noise 
and dust associated with more hours operating drills, crushers and screens and potential road kill 
associated with extra traffic on the access road. 

The entire area surrounding the Exton Quarry is mapped by Tasveg 4.0 as supporting a Eucalyptus 
amygdalina – E. obliqua damp sclerophyll forest / woodland. This is not a vegetation community 
listed under the Nature Conservation Act 2002. 

The extra production made possible with a revised permit will be achieved with operational 
efficiencies including longer production campaigns. There will be more days when noise and dust are 
generated at the site overall. The closest sensitive use in other ownership is ‘Blackwood Park’ which 
is a residence located on at approximately 1,100 metres away from the mining lease boundary and 
1,300 metres away from the crusher / screener as it is set up currently, ‘Meribah’ 550 Porters Bridge 
Road is another residential property slightly further away at 1,160 metres from the ML boundary 
and 1,360 metres from the crusher. 
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Greater production quantities will generate greater traffic movements. A conservative estimate of 
the payload of truck and trailer loading out from the quarry is 32 tonnes. Operating at maximum 
annual capacity the cartage task is 2,500 loads or 5,000 movements. Operating hours will remain the 
same and most cartage will occur in daylight hours. In winter there may be an hour at the end of the 
day when traffic will occur at night.  

Exton Quarry will remain a campaign style operation, hence production runs will be implemented to 
maximise the hours worked on extraction and processing to construct stockpiles during the 
campaign. Delivery of the product will be irregular depending on projects and contracts throughout 
the year. There will not be an imperative to maximise hours worked on delivery and night time 
cartage will be an unusual event. 

 

8.2 HEALTH 

Health effects associated with the Exton Quarry will be limited to dust generated from processing 
and carting gravels and noise from drilling, blasting, crushing and screening for workers at the site 
and neighbours. 

The crusher / screener has been operating since the permit was issued in 1995, with no complaints 
having been received regarding excessive noise by the operator or regulators. 

 

8.3 ECONOMIC 

The Exton Quarry will continue to supply a quality igneous derived product to service various 
contracts as they become available. An increase annual capacity will enable larger contracts to be 
serviced locally rather than carting these products from further afield. Cresswell’s Transport Pty Ltd 
is owned and operated by the Cresswell family, who are significant land and business owners based 
in the Meander Valley municipality. Supplying locally will inject project funds into the local economy, 
reduce cartage to supply these products which will reduce the cost, wear and tear on the state road 
network and road safety. 

 

8.4 SOCIAL 

An increase in the annual production capacity will enable the Exton Quarry to become a more 
profitable business operating more consistently throughout the year. The availability of 
competitively priced gravel and aggregate to public and private contracts will benefit the business 
and government sectors. More hours of operation will increase hours worked and hence 
employment in a local business that employs local people. The Deloraine and Exton communities will 
benefit overall. 
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9 SURVEYS 
The land surrounding the Exton Quarry is the subject of a current Forest Practices Plan number 
(CPR0238). 

A Natural Values database found no recorded of threatened flora species within 500 metres of the 
quarry site, no records of threatened fauna species within 500 metres of the quarry site and no 
threatened vegetation communities within the area that will be affected by the quarry. 

A raptor nest has been recorded in the vicinity of the quarry operation but is not in line of sight and 
is over 750 metres distant from the area disturbed by quarry operations. 

A Desktop Search Request will be submitted to Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (AHT) and the proposal 
will proceed under advice from AHT. 

No expert studies are contemplated in relation to this proposal. 

 

10 TIMING 
Operations will continue at Exton Quarry in compliance with the existing permit and lease conditions 
until the application has been assessed and if successful new permit conditions are issued.  

Continue extraction and processing activities under existing permit and mining lease conditions 
Assessment Proceed under new conditions 

Draft documents Advertising Permit issued  
February 2022 April 2022 May 2022  

January – May 2022 June 2022 

11  
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12 CONSIDERATION UNDER EPBC ACT 
a) To justify referral to the Commonwealth Government for assessment under the 

Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), it would need 
to be demonstrated that the proposal threatened a significant impact on a matter of 
national environmental significance. 
Matters of national environmental significance to which the EPBC Act apply are: 

• world heritage properties 
• national heritage places 
• wetlands of international importance 
• nationally threatened species and ecological communities 
• migratory species 
• Commonwealth marine areas 
• The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
• Nuclear action (including uranium mining) 
• Water resources, in relation to coal seam gas development 

The only realistic aspect of the proposal that could cause a significant impact on a matter of 
national environmental significance would be if the new operation caused a significant 
increase in mortality of federally listed marsupial carnivores. Such an impact is highly 
unlikely as there will be only a very modest increase in the number of trucks delivering 
quarry materials at night. 

b) The Proponent will not refer this proposal to the Commonwealth Government for a 
determination on whether approval under the EPBC Act is required. 

13 SECTION 27B(2)(K) OF EMPCA 

1. STATUS UNDER LUPAA 

a) The Tasmanian Planning Scheme Meander Valley states that an extractive use (which 
includes quarry operations) is ‘Permitted’ in the Rural Zone. 

b) The Meander Valley Council will determine that the proposal is a substantial intensification 
from the existing operation, a single new permit will be required. 

c) An application for a permit will be made to the Meander Valley Council under Section 57. of 
the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPA Act) by virtue of the development’s 
status as a Level 2 activity, hence triggering Section 25. (1) of the Environmental 
Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPC Act). 

d) The land on which the extractive and processing operation is situated is zoned 20. Rural and 
the proposed development is consistent with that zoning, hence no re-zoning is required.  

e) The existing operation has an existing permit (PA 56/95/5) with the Meander Valley Council 
to continue to operate. 

f) The Meander Valley Council determined the proposal is a substantial intensification for the 
purposes of subsection 12(7) of LUPA Act. 
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14 BILATERAL AGREEMENT UNDER EPBCA 

The proposed activity will not be referred to the Commonwealth Government for a determination 
for assessment under EPBC Act hence the Bilateral Agreement provisions will not be invoked. 

 

15 RELATING TO AN ENVIRONMENTAL LICENCE 

This proposal does not include activities or development which may require assessment for an 
Environmental Licence. 
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