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Report Summary
This report provides an environmental assessment of a proposed intensification of the CLTP Panel
Products Pty Ltd Deep Creek Sawmill.
The proposal involves intensification of production of an existing sawmill at 683 Deep Creek
Road, Wynyard from 1,000 m3 to 20,000 m3 of sawn timber product. The sawmill will typically
process plantation hardwood, Eucalyptus nitens, to rough‐sawn boards, which will then be kiln
dried on site. The proposal includes construction of two new kilns, approximately 50 m3 capacity
each, powered by LPG.
This report has been prepared based on information provided in the permit application, and
Environmental Effects Report (EER). Relevant government agencies and the public were consulted,
and their submissions, representations and comments considered as part of the assessment.
Further details of the assessment process are presented in section 1 of this report. Section 2
describes the statutory objectives and principles underpinning the assessment. Details of the
proposal are provided in section 3. Section 4 reviews the need for the proposal and considers the
alternatives. Section 5 summarises the public and agency consultation process. The detailed
evaluation of environmental issues is contained in section 6. Other issues are discussed in section
7. The report conclusions are contained in section 8.
Appendix 1 contains a list of commitments made by the proponent. Appendix 2 contains the
environmental permit conditions for the proposal. The environmental conditions in Appendix 2
are a new set of operating conditions for the entire, intensified activity that will supersede the
existing permit conditions.
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1 Approval Process
A Notice of Intent in relation to the proposal was received by the Board of the Environment
Protection Authority (the Board) on 22 August 2019.
An application for a permit under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPA Act) in relation
to the proposal was submitted to Waratah-Wynyard Council on 23 January 2020.
The proposal is defined as a ‘level 2 activity’ under clause 2(g), schedule 2 of the Environmental
Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPC Act), being wood processing works - the conduct
of works at which timber is sawn, cut, compressed, milled, machined or kiln-dried, with a total
production of 1,000 cubic metres or more per year.
Section 25(1) of the EMPC Act required Council to refer the application to the Board of the
Environment Protection Authority (the Board) for assessment under the Act. The application was
received by the Board on 4 May 2020.
The assessment has been undertaken by the Director, Environment Protection Authority under
delegation from the Board.
The Board required that information to support the proposal be provided in the form of an
Environmental Effects Report (EER) prepared in accordance with guidelines issued on 27
September 2019.
Several drafts of the EER were submitted to EPA Tasmania for review against the guidelines. An
EER was submitted to Council with the permit application which required further information
before it was finalised. The final EER was released for public inspection for 14 days starting on 14
August 2021. Advertisements were placed in The Advocate and on the EPA website. The EER was
also referred to relevant government agencies for comment. No representations were received.

2 SD Objectives and EIA Principles
The proposal must be considered by the Board in the context of the objectives of the Resource
Management and Planning System of Tasmania (RMPS), and in the context of the objectives of the
Environmental Management and Pollution Control System (EMPCS) (both sets of objectives are
specified in Schedule 1 the EMPC Act). The functions of the Board are to administer and enforce
the provisions of the Act, and in particular to use its best endeavours to further the RMPS and
EMPCS objectives.
The Board must assess the proposal in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment
Principles defined in Section 74 of the EMPC Act.
The assessment has been undertaken by the Director, Environment Protection Authority under
delegation from the Board.
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3 The Proposal
The proposal aims to intensify operation at an existing sawmill and kiln in Wynyard, north-west
Tasmania, from 1,000 cubic metres per year to 20,000 cubic metres per year of manufactured
timber product.
The main characteristics of the proposal are summarised in Table 1. A detailed description of the
proposal is provided in Section 3 of the EER.
Table 1: Summary of the proposal’s main characteristics
Activity
Wood processing works with total production of 20,000m3
Location and planning context
Location

683 Deep Creek Road, Wynyard, Tasmania (Figure 1)

Land zoning

Rural Resource Zone under the Waratah‐Wynyard Interim Planning
Scheme 2013.

Land tenure

Private freehold -Two land parcels CT 105108/1 (683 Deep Creek Road) and CT 180074/1
(673 Deep Creek Road)
Existing site

Land Use

Existing Level 1 sawmill, producing up to 1,000m3 sawn timber per year.

Topography

Situated at an elevation of approximately 150-160m
Site slopes downhill, eastwards, to silviculture troughs at elevation of 100m and 70m.

Geology

Deeply weathered basalt, “Undifferentiated Paleogene – Neogene sequences subgroup
Paleogene – Neogene basalt and related rocks”
A small area of landslide deposits, predominantly derived from weathered tertiary rocks,
grouped as “undifferentiated cenozoic sequences”

Hydrology

Drainage for the site runs predominantly to the east
Four drainage lines occur to the east of the site, which converge into singular defined
channel. The channel flows into Camp Creek approximately 800m to the east, which then
flows to the north.
Evidence of past vegetation clearance diverts water flow from the site to a natural dam
structure. Water then flows downhill via one of the four drainage lines.

Natural Values

The Land is predominantly mapped as:
•

Extra-urban miscellaneous (FUM)

•

Eucalyptus obliqua wet forest (WOU)

•

Plantations for silviculture (FPL)

The weeds, gorse (Ulex euopaeus) and arum lily (Zantedeshia aethiopica) have been observed
on site.
Local region
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Climate

Temperate, annual minimum average of 7.1ºC and maximum of 17.1ºC
Annual rainfall (Wynyard Airport) averages 974.9mm. Rainfall is heavier through winter and
spring seasons. The wettest month is July, which averages 133.6mm of rainfall.
Winds are generally stronger during the summer months, with predominantly westerly
winds through the year.

Surrounding land
zoning, tenure
and uses

Agricultural land used for livestock grazing lies to the north and northwest, plantation
timber lies to the south with natural waterways to the east.

Species of
conservation
significance

Verified points for three threatened fauna species have been recorded within 500m of the
sawmill:

Two rural properties with residences exist approximately 600m to the north of the sawmill
(approximately 100m from the Land). Several other rural residences exist 800-1000m to
the north and north east of the sawmill (200-500m from the Land).

•

Giant freshwater crayfish (Astracposis goildi)

•

Burnie burrowing crayfish (Engaeus yabbimunna)

•

Hydrobiid snail (Table Cape) (Beddomeia capensis)

No raptor nests have been recorded within 500m of the study area.
Two threatened flora species have been recorded within 5000m of the sawmill:
•

Slender waterpepper Persicaria decipiens)

•

Showy willowherb (Epilobium pallidiflorum)

No threatened vegetation communities were found within 1000m of the sawmill.
Proposed infrastructure
Major equipment

LPG Boiler
Existing residue fired heat plant (to be decommissioned)
Dust collection systems
Wood chipper
Mobile Plant – forklift, front end loader
Mill Saw
Planer
Cross Saw
Moulder

Other
infrastructure

Kilns – two proposed at 50m3 each, and one existing sized 40m3
Rack shed, including proposed extension
Two stormwater tanks
Inputs

Water

Non-potable water for boiler tanks (from existing dam, bore water and installed rainwater
tanks)
Domestic use in site office

Energy

LPG gas for boilers
Mains power for operation of machinery
Fuel for vehicles and mobile plant
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Other raw
materials

Raw plantation hardwood.
Wastes and emissions

Liquid

Domestic water use in site office – discharged to underground septic
Tannin rich leachate from wood and wood waste stockpiles

Atmospheric

Sawdust
Kiln discharge emissions
LPG boiler emissions

Solid

250m3- 3000m3 timber waste per year

Controlled wastes

Waste/spilled hydrocarbons from machinery storage/servicing and refuelling
Hydrocarbons from lubricant spills/leaks

Noise

From timber processing equipment, including saws, planers, chippers, kilns, dust extraction
systems and mobile plant

Greenhouse gases

Emissions from LPG Boiler, machinery and mobile plant and vehicles
Construction, commissioning and operations

Proposal
timetable

Increased production levels will depend on market conditions, with maximum production
rate of 20,000m3 per year.

Operating hours
(ongoing)

0700 to 1900 hours Monday to Friday
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Figure 1. Location plan showing The Land. Adapted from Figure 2, Environmental Effects Report for CLTP Panel Products Pty Ltd ‐ Deep Creek Sawmill, GHD, March 2020
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Figure 2 Site Plan. Adapted from Figure 3, Environmental Effects Report for CLTP Panel Products Pty Ltd ‐ Deep Creek Sawmill, GHD, March 2020
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Figure 3 Location of Sensitive Receivers. Adapted from Figure 16, Environmental Effects Report for CLTP Panel Products Pty Ltd ‐ Deep Creek Sawmill, GHD, March 2020
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4 Need for the Proposal and Alternatives
The proposal by CLTP Panel Products Pty Ltd aims to upgrade existing infrastructure at the sawmill to
allow for increased production. The EER states that no alternative options were considered due to the
existing site use.
The sawmill is intended to supply product to the associated Wynyard Cross Laminated Timber Plant, which
was approved with conditions by the Board in November 2019.

5 Public and Agency Consultation
The following Divisions/areas of the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and
Environment also provided advice on the EER:
•

Regulator, EPA Tasmania

•

Noise specialist, EPA Tasmania

•

Air specialist, EPA Tasmania

•

Conservation Advice Section, DPIPWE
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6 Evaluation of Environmental Issues
EPA Tasmania has evaluated environmental issues considered relevant to the proposal. Details of
this evaluation, along with the permit conditions required by the Director, are discussed below:
The following issues are discussed:
1. Noise Emissions
2. Atmospheric Emissions
3. Waste Management
4. Water quality and Aquatic Values
5. Environmentally Hazardous substances
6. Natural Values
7. Decommissioning and Rehabilitation
General conditions
The following general conditions will be imposed on the activity:
Gl Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents
G2 Incident response
G3 No changes without approval
G4 Change of responsibility
G5 Change of ownership
G6 Complaints register
Legal obligations
The following legal obligations are detailed in the permit:
LO1 EMPCA
LO2 Storage and handling of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous substances
LO3 Controlled waste transport
LO4 Change of responsibility
Other information:
Other information included in the permit
OI1 Waste Management hierarchy
OI2 Notification of incidents under section 32 of EMPCA
OI3 Environmental Guidelines for Wood Processing
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Issue 1: Noise Emissions
Description of potential impacts
Noise emissions produced by timber processing facilities without mitigation measures or
adequate separation distances may cause annoyance and disturbance to sensitive receivers.
The Wynyard sawmill will generate noise from several activities, including plant noise from
within the buildings, such as a planer, saws, and a chipper. Other noise sources include the kiln,
dust collection system, mobile plant, and truck movements, and a boiler which will operate 24
hours a day. Figure 2 shows the location of these noise producing activities. The nearest
sensitive receivers are properties to the north of the Land, approximately 600m from the noise
producing activities, see Figure 3.
Management measures proposed in EER
•
•
•
•

•

Restrict timber machining operational hours to 0700 through 1900 Monday to Friday to
minimise noise impacts
Noise levels can be reduced by adopting proper maintenance procedures, which will
often lengthen the life of machine parts and provide an 8-10 dB difference between idling
and cutting noise levels.
Assess saw blade condition removing any with severe hammering on the blade or several
weld repairs as these radiate significantly more noise than well-doctored saw blades.
Consider the following factors to reduce noise emissions
o Timber factors
o Tooling factors
o Machine setting
o Extraction
During the commissioning phase of the expanded operations, a noise survey will be
conducted to provide evidence that mitigation measures are effective and that noise
emissions are within the regulatory requirements. This survey will provide an
opportunity to further refine management measures if required.

Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
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Evaluation
The noise modelling presented in the EER shows that at the two nearest residences, the
following limits will be exceeded in worst case conditions without mitigation measures.
•
•

45 dB(A) between 0700 hours and 1900 hours (Day time); and
The existing background noise levels (LA90) when measured at NSPs between 1900
hours and 0700 hours (Evening/Night-time)

When expressed as the equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level.
It is important that these limits are met to prevent nuisance noise emissions from the activity
and protect environmental values. It is anticipated that mitigation measures will be required to
meet limits, however it is considered likely that limits will be achieved if the proposed measures
are appropriately employed. The proponent will be required to confirm this with a
representative noise survey to ensure residences will not be negatively impacted and identify if
any further mitigation is required. The condition will also require that any tonal or low
frequency noises are mitigated to avoid nuisance.
The permit will contain the above noise emission limits for the activity when measured at any
noise sensitive premises in other ownership in condition N1. A noise survey will be required
within 60 days of the date that conditions take effect by condition N2, which reflects the
proposed measure in the EER. The survey will require continuous noise monitoring near the
nearest receiver and will determine noise impacts from the intensified activity, verify values
presented in the noise modelling and indicate if further mitigation measures will be required to
meet limits. It will also require identification of dominant or intrusive noise characteristics,
which should be reduced to the greatest extent reasonably practical to avoid nuisance.
Condition N3 is included to ensure that the noise survey method and reporting is undertaken
to the satisfaction of the Director. In the event of any noise complaints, condition N4 requires
that they are reported to the Director within 24 hours.
The proposed operating hours of 0700 hours - 1900 hours Monday to Friday are considered
appropriate and reflected in condition OP1, which is necessary to minimise the chances of
noise from the activity creating nuisance at nearby residences. The condition allows for
continual operation of kilns and boilers on the Land, which are expected to have low noise
emissions, however the noise survey will confirm if any further measures are required to meet
limits.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
N1 Noise emission limits
N2 Noise survey requirements
N3 Noise survey method and reporting
N4 Noise complaints
OP1 Operating hours
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Issue 2: Atmospheric Emissions
Description of potential impacts
Timber processing facilities may produce air emissions which can affect site workers, local
residents and the environment if not effectively managed. The proposal will generate air
emissions from several processes, including sawdust from timber processing and other air
emissions from the LPG boiler and kiln.
Timber sawing and machining, and the storage and movement of wood chips and other products
in open areas has potential to cause wood dust emissions. Expected emissions from the LPG
boiler include carbon monoxide (CO), carbon dioxide (CO2), total hydrocarbons (THC), oxides
of nitrogen (NOx) and particulate matter (PM). The kiln drying process is expected to emit
steam (H2O), particulate matter (PM) and volatile organic compounds (VOC). A boiler fuelled
by timber residues, previously used on the site, is proposed for decommissioning. Mobile plant
also has the potential to cause emissions during operation.
The nearest sensitive receivers are properties to the north of the Land (Figure 3). Atmospheric
emissions have the potential to create environmental nuisance or harm if allowed to cross the
boundary of the premises.
Management measures proposed in EER
•
•
•

•

The site EMP to include Kiln and Boiler Management Protocols to minimise emissions
from these processes.
The site EMP to include Dust Management Protocols to prevent offsite nuisance dust
from the operation.
DMP to include:
o Hardstand areas
o Stockpile management
o Fugitive emissions
o Extraction systems use and maintenance
o Housekeeping practices
Dust Management Protocols to prevent offsite nuisance dust from the operation will be
recommended, including:
o Cover unpaved surfaces with coarse material such as gravel
o Limitations in load size in vehicles to avoid spillages and cover loads of fine
material
o Regular yard maintenance including layering of fresh gravel
o Limitation of vehicle speeds on unpaved surfaces to a maximum of 20km/h.
o Watering of exposed surfaces, and materials to keep potential fugitive dust
emission sources damp as far as practicable – distribution of water through use
of a water cart or fixed sprinklers
o Drying kiln and extractors servicing and annual tuning
o Stockpile height limitations (below bunding wall top, and regular stockpile height
checks to manage excess stock to prevent overflow from bunkers.
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Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
Evaluation
Sawdust collection and storage systems at the site must be designed and maintained to ensure
that dust emissions are controlled to prevent offsite nuisance. The dust management protocols
proposed in the EER to prevent dust emissions from stockpiles, hardstand areas, fugitive
emissions and extraction systems are appropriate to control dust emissions from The Land.
The LPG boilers included in the proposal are considered unlikely to cause environmental harm
and present a form of acceptable modern technology, consistent with the Environment Protection
Policy (Air Quality) 2004 (Air EPP). The new boilers provide a preferential, cleaner alternative to
an older heat fuelled by wood residue used on the site, which is planned for decommissioning
and is a less efficient and polluting method of heating.
The new LPG boiler specifications will comply with the Air EPPs in-stack concentrations of 350
mg/m3 of NOx required to protect environmental values. In-stack emissions of particulate
matter are not expected due to the type of fuel used for the boiler. Therefore, if the boilers are
maintained and operated according to manufacturer’s instructions, it is not anticipated that
limits will be exceeded.
Emissions from the kiln, including steam, PM and VOCs are expected to be low and will be
vented out of roof vents. It is not anticipated that environmental harm will occur as a result of
the kiln drying due to the volume of material, vicinity to other receivers, and lifespan of VOCs.
No specific conditions are considered necessary, however the proposed management measure
to develop Kiln and Boiler Management Plan to minimise emissions is supported.
Condition A1 requires design and maintenance of the sawdust collection system to effectively
control dust emissions, and A2 requires that dust emissions from the land must be controlled
to prevent nuisance beyond the boundary. Condition A4 will also require the effective control
of materials such as sawdust during transport. It is expected that the proposed protocols will
address these requirements.
If concerns are raised about the LPG boiler emissions, Condition A3 allows the Director to
require monitoring to ensure in-stack concentrations in the Air EPP are being achieved.
Condition A5 requires appropriate stack testing facilities are installed. Decommissioning of the
older wood-residue fuelled boiler is supported, and as the LPG boilers present a viable and
cleaner alternative, Condition A6 will be imposed to prevent use of the wood-residue fuelled
boiler once the permit takes effect. The condition also prevents burning of wood waste
anywhere on site.
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Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
A1 Control of fugitive dust emissions – Sawdust
A2 Control of dust emissions
A3 LPG boiler emissions
A4 Covering of vehicles
A5 Stack testing facilities
A6 Restrictions for burning on-site
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Issue 3: Waste Management
Description of potential impacts
Excessive waste accumulation and generation associated with the activity can increase the risk of
environmental contamination. Solid wastes from the activity have the potential to pollute the
aquatic environment from leachate, runoff or spills. The sawmill will produce solid wastes from
wood processing, including bark, sawdust, solid pieces such as offcuts/dockings from the milling
processes and wood shavings. Other risks of solid waste accumulation include heat generation
from putrescible wood waste stored on site and generation of dust.
The EER estimates that 250m3 of waste will be generated in the first year, which will increase to
a maximum of 3000m3 waste when the sawmill is operating at full capacity. A legacy stockpile at
the southern end of the site is detailed in Figure 2, and can be seen in 4 below. The pile contains
various waste products, including weathered sawdust, material from past vegetation clearance,
and scrap metals. The EER states that site investigations did not identify any adverse effects
(including impacts to surface water quality, surrounding natural values, and soils) as a result of
past stockpiling.

Figure 4 Photo of legacy stockpile taken during EPA Tasmania site visit, September 2019
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Management measures proposed in EER
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dry timber solids will be crushed and sold to external markets.
Green timber offcuts will be chipped and sold as product to the open market.
Sawdust residue from the plant for the cutting and planing of dry timber will be collected
by vacuum before bagging and extraction for value adding.
Floor‐sweepings will be removed as general waste.
Temporary stockpiles will be situated away from surface water influence, appropriately
bunded, and monitored for size, stability, spacing, and fire risk.
Scrap metals to be stored on site and sold to local recycling contractor.
Excess solid wastes will be regularly loaded into sealed trucks and transported off site.

The EER states that the legacy stockpile will not be disturbed in the proposed project, and that
utilisation of the materials or safe removal and disposal of the legacy stockpiles will be explored
over time
Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
Evaluation
EPA Tasmania’s Guidelines for Wood Processing (2018) advise to avoid accumulating processing
residues, disused plant and equipment, and general rubbish. This has many benefits, including
improved safety and appearance, reduced risk of contamination and lower decommissioning
costs. The waste management measures proposed in the EER to divert waste from landfill will
achieve this and are consistent with the waste management hierarchy, OI1, in the Other
Information section of the permit.
The proponent has stated that the “utilisation of the materials or safe removal and disposal will
be explored over time”. This statement is supported, is consistent with the Guidelines for Wood
Processing, and will be enforced through condition WM1, which requires that waste from the
legacy stockpiles is removed within two years. Condition WM1 also requires that wastes
unsuitable for reuse be removed to an approved waste disposal site.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
WM1 Removal of stockpiled waste and rehabilitation
Other information included in the permit:
OI1 Waste management hierarchy
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Issue 4: Water Quality and Aquatic Values
Description of potential impacts
Surface water runoff from timber processing facilities has the potential to cause environmental
harm if released to receiving waters. The processing of Eucalyptus species may result in leachate
with increased Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD), tannin and phenol, which can be toxic to
aquatic life. Other potentially polluting materials which may be present in contaminated surface
water at the site include sawdust, sediment and hydrocarbons. Processing wastewater from the
boiler may contain high concentrations of suspended solids.
Surface water at the site runs downhill to the east into drainage lines which flow to Camp
Creek, approximately 800 m to the east. There are records within 500 m of the proposed
development for the giant freshwater crayfish (Astacopsis gouldi ) and the Burnie burrowing
crayfish (Engaeus yabimuna), both listed as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Protection Act
1995 (TSPA) and the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBCA). The
burrowing crayfish and giant freshwater crayfish are sensitive to changes in water quality,
including chemical runoff from nearby developments and construction activities that potentially
facilitate movement of soil to nearby waterways.
Management measures proposed in EER
•
•
•
•
•

Improve current site stormwater collection system and drainage infrastructure, including
a series of open drains, additional culverts and rainwater tanks. Drain design will utilise
water sensitive urban design principles where applicable.
Fugitive dust emissions will be managed to prevent such material collecting on the
ground and being washed into watercourses. All the areas that generate sawdust and
other residues will be inside buildings and subject to waste extraction procedures.
Within the site EMP, sediment controls will be instigated to retain sediments on site and
prevent impacts on adjacent properties.
LPG fuel for the forklifts will be stored on site in a designated locked area.
Spill kits are accessible at several locations around the project site. In the event of a fuel
or oil spill, drains will be isolated to prevent contaminants entering the stormwater
system.

Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
Evaluation
Site practices which prevent contaminants such as sawdust, hydrocarbons and sediments coming
into contact with stormwater and installation of appropriate stormwater collection systems will
minimise surface water contamination. The proposed management measures are appropriate to
reduce the risk of leachate runoff and contaminated stormwater from leaving the site and will
be conditioned through EF1 which requires that no polluted stormwater will be discharged
from the Land. Conditions relating to control of fugitive dust emissions and environmentally
hazardous substances are discussed in the relevant sections.
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No conditions are considered necessary for processing water from the boiler which will be
filtered and re-circulated and is not proposed for discharge.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
EF1

Stormwater
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Issue 5: Environmentally Hazardous Substances
Description of potential impacts
Environmentally hazardous substances used at the timber processing facilities include chemicals,
fuels, oils and wastes which can cause harm if released to the environment. The main hazardous
substances used at the sawmill will be hydrocarbons used during processing and maintenance.
Management measures proposed in EER
•
•

LPG fuel for the forklifts will be stored on site in a designated locked area with suitable
bunding.
Spill kits are accessible at several locations around the Project Site. In the event of a fuel,
chemical, or oil spill, drains will be isolated to prevent contaminants entering the
stormwater system.

Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
Evaluation
All hazardous substances are required to be appropriately stored and handled to reduce the risk
of release to the environment. It is important to manage not only the risk of a large spill, but
also smaller spills or leaks that may accumulate. The management measures proposed are
considered appropriate to minimise the risk of environmental harm caused by storage and
potential spills of hazardous substances on site and will be required by permit conditions H1
and H2. Condition H2 requires that hazardous materials are stored in containment systems and
managed to prevent discharge or emission to the environment. Condition H1 requires
appropriate spill kits to assist with containment of spills.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
H1 Spill kits
H2 Storage and handling of hazardous materials
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Issue 6: Natural Values and Weeds and diseases
Description of potential impacts
Increased traffic movement to and from the site increases the risk of roadkill on roads in the
area. The Conservation Advice Section of DPIPWE has advised that it is likely that the sawmill
site is part of a wider area utilised the Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii) for foraging and/or
breeding habitat, listed as endangered under both the TSPA and the EPBCA.
The operation also has the potential to introduce or spread weeds through truck movements to
and from the site. Site visits identified gorse (Ulex euopaeus) and arum lily (Zantedeshia
aethiopica) on the Land.
Management measures proposed in EER
•
•

Truck movements restricted to daylight hours
Weed control on an as needs basis

Public and agency comment
No comment was received
Evaluation
It is noted that the increase in traffic from the proposal (15 incoming delivery trucks and 10
outgoing despatch by truck a week) is minor and not likely to result in a significant risk of roadkill.
No specific truck movement conditions are imposed.
Condition OP2 requires that the Land must be kept substantially clear of weeds to minimise the
risk of spreading during transport.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
OP2: Weed management
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Issue 7: Decommissioning and Rehabilitation
Description of potential impacts
Timber processing operations have the potential to cause ongoing environmental impacts after
cessation if not appropriately decommissioned through release of contaminants such as dust
emissions, leachate and stormwater to the environment.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER states that the Deep Creek Road sawmill is designed for a nominal lifespan of 30 years.
In the event of cessation of activity at the Project Site, the site is to be decommissioned and
rehabilitated to a stable and self sustaining environment.
Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
Evaluation
If operations are suspended the site must be managed to prevent environmental harm or
nuisance being caused by contaminants being released to the environment. Conditions DC1 is
required to ensure the proponent notifies the Director of the permanent cessation of the
activity. To ensure the site is rehabilitated to an acceptable standard, Condition DC2 is
required to ensure a Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Plan (DRP) is submitted to the
Director within 30 days of the Director being notified of the planned cessation of the activity.
Condition DC3 is required to ensure the rehabilitation of the site following permanent
cessation. Condition DC4 requires notification where a temporary suspension of the activity is
likely to occur.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
DC1 Notification of cessation
DC2 DRP requirements
DC3 Rehabilitation following cessation
DC4 Temporary suspension of the activity
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7 Report Conclusions
This assessment has been based on the information provided by the proponent, CLTP Panel
Products, in the permit application and the case for assessment (the EER).
This report incorporates specialist advice provided by EPA Tasmania scientific specialists and
regulatory staff, other Divisions of DPIPWE and other government agencies.
It is concluded that:
1. the RMPS and EMPCS objectives have been duly and properly pursued in the assessment of
the proposal;
2. the assessment of the proposed activity has been undertaken in accordance with the
Environmental Impact Assessment Principles; and
3. the proposed activity is capable of being managed in an environmentally acceptable manner
such that it is unlikely that the objectives of the Environmental Management and Pollution
Control Act 1994 (the RMPS and EMPCS objectives) would be compromised, provided that
the Permit Conditions - Environmental No. 10257 appended to this report are imposed and
duly complied with / the environment protection notice/ the environmental licence appended
to this report is issued and served and its requirements are duly complied with.
The environmental conditions appended to this report are a new set of operating conditions for the
entire, intensified activity that will supersede the existing permit conditions.
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8 Report Approval
Environmental Assessment Report and conclusions, including environmental conditions,
adopted:

Wes Ford
DIRECTOR, ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY
Acting under delegation from the Board of the Environment Protection Authority
Date: 25 October 2021
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Appendix 1 – Table of proposed management measures
1

A site Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be
developed which captures the mitigation measures set
forth in this document.

Post construction

2

The site EMP to include Dust Management Protocols
to prevent offsite nuisance dust from the operation.

Post construction

•
•
•
•
•
•

DMP to include:
Hardstand areas
Stockpile management
Fugitive emissions
Extraction systems use and maintenance
Housekeeping practices

3

Restrict timber machining operational hours to 0700
through 1900 Monday through Friday to minimise
noise impacts

During operation

4

Noise levels can be reduced by adopting proper
maintenance procedures, and will often lengthen the
life of machine parts and provide an 8-10 dB difference
between idling and cutting noise levels.

During operation

5

Assess saw blade condition removing any with severe
hammering on the blade or several weld repairs as
these radiate significantly more noise than welldoctored saw blades.

During operation

6

Consider the following factors to reduce noise
emissions

During operations

•
•
•
•
7

Timber factors
Tooling factors
Machine setting
Extraction

Waste will be managed according to the waste
hierarchy principles and will include initiatives such as:
•
•
•

•
•

During construction and
operations

Dry timber solids will be crushed and sold as
dry fibre product.
Green timber offcuts will be chipped and used
as either boiler fuel or sold as product to the
open market
Sawdust residue from the plant for the cutting
and planing of dry timber will be collected by
vacuum before bagging and extraction for
value adding
Floor-sweepings will be removed as general
waste
Scrap metals to be stored on site and sold to
local recycling contractor
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•

Excess solid wastes will be regularly loaded
into sealed trucks and transported off site.

8

During the commissioning phase of the expanded
operations, a noise survey will be conducted to
provide evidence that mitigation measures are effective
and that noise emissions are within the regulatory
requirements. This survey will provide an opportunity
to further refine management measures if required.

Post construction

9

Temporary stockpiles will be situated away from
surface water influence, appropriately bunded, and
monitored for size, stability, spacing, and fire risk

During operations

10

LPG fuel for the forklifts will be stored on site in a
designated locked area with suitable bunding.

During operation

11

Spill kits are accessible at several locations around the
Project Site. In the event of a fuel, chemical, or oil spill,
drains will be isolated to prevent contaminants
entering the stormwater systems.

During operation

12

To minimise the risk to roadkill, restrict truck
movements to daylight hours.

During operation

13

Implement weed control on an as needs basis

During operation

14

The operation will employ energy efficiency measures
to reduce carbon emissions, such as:

During construction and
operation

•
•
•
•

Selected plant will include energy efficient
motors and equipment where possible.
Equipment will be turned off when not in use.
Vehicles and mobile plant will be regularly
maintained to maximise fuel efficiency.
Vehicles delivering raw materials, or
transporting product and waste will be
scheduled to minimise truck movements by
avoiding partially full loads.
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PERMIT PART B
PERMIT CONDITIONS - ENVIRONMENTAL No. 10257
Issued under the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994
Activity:

The operation of a sawmill and kiln (ACTIVITY TYPE: Wood Processing
Works)
WYNWOOD SAWMILL AND KILN, 683 DEEP CREEK ROAD
WYNYARD TAS 7325

The above activity has been assessed as a level 2 activity under the Environmental Management
and Pollution Control Act 1994.
Acting under Section 25(5)(a)(i) of the EMPCA, the Board of the Environment Protection
Authority has required that this Permit Part B be included in any Permit granted under the Land Use
Planning and Approvals Act 1993 with respect to the above activity.
Municipality:
Permit Application Reference:
EPA file reference:

WARATAH/WYNYARD
DA 54-2020
258188

Date conditions approved:

25 October 2021
______________________________________________

Signed:

______________________________________________
DELEGATE FOR THE BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT
PROTECTION AUTHORITY
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PCE 10257 (r1)

2/14

DEFINITIONS
Unless the contrary appears, words and expressions used in this Permit Part B have the meaning
given to them in Schedule 1 of this Permit and in the EMPCA. If there is any inconsistency
between a definition in the EMPCA and a definition in this Permit Part B, the EMPCA prevails to
the extent of the inconsistency.
ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
The person responsible for the activity must comply with the conditions contained in Schedule 2 of
this Permit Part B.
INFORMATION
Attention is drawn to Schedule 3, which contains important additional information.
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Schedule 1: Definitions
In this Permit Part B:Activity means any environmentally relevant activity (as defined in Section 3 of EMPCA) to which
this document relates, and includes more than one such activity.
Control Location (Noise) means a location chosen to represent the general ambient sound without
contribution from noise sources at the activity.
Controlled Waste has the meaning described in Section 3(1) of EMPCA.
Director means the Director, Environment Protection Authority holding office under Section 18 of
EMPCA and includes a delegate or person authorised in writing by the Director to exercise a power
or function on the Director's behalf.
DRP means Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Plan.
EMPCA means the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994.
Environmental Guidelines For Wood Processing refers to the document of this title as published
on the EPA website.
Environmental Harm and Material Environmental Harm and Serious Environmental Harm
each have the meanings ascribed to them in Section 5 of EMPCA.
Environmental Nuisance and Pollutant each have the meanings ascribed to them in Section 3 of
EMPCA.
Environmentally Hazardous Material means any substance or mixture of substances of a nature
or held in quantities which present a reasonably foreseeable risk of causing serious or material
environmental harm if released to the environment and includes fuels, oils, waste and chemicals but
excludes sewage.
Noise Sensitive Premises means residences and residential zones (whether occupied or not),
schools, hospitals, caravan parks and similar land uses involving the presence of individual people
for extended periods, except in the course of their employment or for recreation.
Nominated Exhaust Points means the exhaust stack from the LPG boiler located within the Land
and further dilineated by the area marked "Boiler House" in Attachment 1.
Person Responsible is any person who is or was responsible for the environmentally relevant
activity to which this document relates and includes the officers, employees, contractors, joint
venture partners and agents of that person, and includes a body corporate.
Stack Test means the taking of measurements and the collection of samples for analysis from
within a chimney, stack or flue.
Stormwater means water traversing the surface of The Land as a result of rainfall.
Tasmanian Noise Measurement Procedures Manual means the document titled Noise
Measurement Procedures Manual, by the Department of Environment, Parks, Heritage and the
Arts, dated July 2008, and any amendment to or substitution of this document.
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The Land means the land on which the activity to which this document relates may be carried out,
and includes: buildings and other structures permanently fixed to the land, any part of the land
covered with water, and any water covering the land. The Land falls within the area defined by:
1 CT 180074/1 and CT 105108/1; and
2 as further delineated at Attachment 1
Wood Waste means any planings, shavings, sawdust, woodfibre and dockings, but does not include
treated timber or timber contaminated with other wastes.
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Schedule 2: Conditions
Maximum Quantities
Q1

Regulatory limits
1 The activity must not exceed the following limits :
1.1 20,000 cubic metres per year of product.

General
G1

Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents
A copy of these conditions and any associated documents referred to in these conditions must
be held in a location that is known to and accessible to the person responsible for the activity.
The person responsible for the activity must ensure that all persons who are responsible for
undertaking work on The Land, including contractors and sub-contractors, are familiar with
these conditions to the extent relevant to their work.

G2

Incident response
If an incident causing or threatening environmental nuisance, serious environmental harm or
material environmental harm from pollution occurs in the course of the activity, then the
person responsible for the activity must immediately take all reasonable and practicable action
to minimise any adverse environmental effects from the incident.

G3

No changes without approval
1 The following changes, if they may cause or increase the emission of a pollutant which
may cause material or serious environmental harm or environmental nuisance, must
only take place in relation to the activity if such changes have been approved in writing
by the EPA Board following its assessment of an application for a permit under the
Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993, or approved in writing by the Director:
1.1 a change to a process used in the course of carrying out the activity; or
1.2 the construction, installation, alteration or removal of any structure or equipment
used in the course of carrying out the activity; or
1.3 a change in the quantity or characteristics of materials used in the course of
carrying out the activity.

G4

Change of responsibility
If the person responsible for the activity intends to cease to be responsible for the activity, that
person must notify the Director in writing of the full particulars of any person succeeding him
or her as the person responsible for the activity, before such cessation.

G5

Change of ownership
If the owner of The Land upon which the activity is carried out changes or is to change, then,
as soon as reasonably practicable but no later than 30 days after becoming aware of the
change or intended change in the ownership of The Land, the person responsible must notify
the Director in writing of the change or intended change of ownership.

G6

Complaints register
1 A public complaints register must be maintained. The public complaints register must,
as a minimum, record the following detail in relation to each complaint received in
which it is alleged that environmental harm (including an environmental nuisance) has
been caused by the activity:
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1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
2

the date and time at which the complaint was received;
contact details for the complainant (where provided);
the subject matter of the complaint;
any investigations undertaken with regard to the complaint; and
the manner in which the complaint was resolved, including any mitigation
measures implemented.
Complaint records must be maintained for a period of at least 3 years.

Atmospheric
A1

Control of fugitive emissions - Sawdust
The sawdust collection and/or sawdust storage system must be designed and maintained so
that fugitive dust emissions are controlled to the extent necessary to prevent environmental
nuisance.

A2

Control of dust emissions
Dust emissions from The Land must be controlled to the extent necessary to prevent
environmental nuisance beyond the boundary of The Land.

A3

LPG boiler emissions
At any time reasonably required by the Director by notice in writing, monitoring of in-stack
concentrations of the LPG boiler must be undertaken, in accordance with methodology
approved by the Director.

A4

Covering of vehicles
Vehicles carrying loads containing material which may blow or spill must be equipped with
effective control measures to prevent the escape of the materials from the vehicles when they
leave The Land or travel on public roads. Effective control measures may include tarpaulins
or load dampening.

A5

Stack testing facilities
1 The following stack testing facilities must be available at all nominated exhaust points
when undertaking stack testing required by these conditions:
1.1 sampling positions must be in accordance with Australian Standard AS 4323.1
(Stationary source emissions - selection of sampling positions), or as approved in
writing by the Director;
1.2 safe sampling platforms must be located to allow access to the sampling positions
and safe access to these sampling platforms must be provided; and
1.3 all necessary services required for the test method prescribed must be provided.

A6

Restrictions for burning on-site
Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, burning of sawdust, wood chips, wood
waste, treated timber, timber contaminated with other wastes and any other waste material
must not be undertaken on The Land in a boiler or by any other means.

Decommissioning And Rehabilitation
DC1

Notification of cessation
Within 30 days of becoming aware of any event or decision which is likely to give rise to the
permanent cessation of the activity, the person responsible for the activity must notify the
Director in writing of that event or decision. The notice must specify the date upon which the
activity is expected to cease or has ceased.
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DC2

DRP requirements
Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, a Decommissioning and Rehabilitation
Plan (DRP) for the activity must be submitted for approval to the Director within 30 days of
the Director being notified of the planned cessation of the activity or by a date specified in
writing by the Director. The DRP must be prepared in accordance with or any guidelines
provided by the Director.

DC3

Rehabilitation following cessation
1 Following permanent cessation of the activity, and unless otherwise approved in writing
by the Director, The Land must be rehabilitated including:
1.1 stabilisation of any land surfaces that may be subject to erosion;
1.2 removal or mitigation of all environmental hazards or land contamination, that
might pose an on-going risk of causing environmental harm; and
1.3 decommissioning of any equipment that has not been removed.
2 Where a Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Plan (DRP) has been approved by the
Director, decommissioning and rehabilitation must be carried out in accordance with
that plan, as may be amended from time to time with written approval of the Director.

DC4

Temporary suspension of activity
1 Within 30 days of becoming aware of any event or decision which is likely to give rise
to the temporary suspension of the activity, the person responsible for the activity must
notify the Director in writing of that event or decision. The notice must specify the date
upon which the activity is expected to suspend or has suspended.
2 During temporary suspension of the activity:
2.1 The Land must be managed and monitored by the person responsible for the
activity to ensure that emissions from The Land do not cause serious
environmental harm, material environmental harm or environmental nuisance; and
2.2 If required by the Director a Care and Maintenance Plan for the activity must be
submitted, by a date specified in writing by the Director, for approval. The person
responsible must implement the approved Care and Maintenance Plan, as may be
amended from time to time with written approval of the Director.
3 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, if the activity on The Land has
substantially ceased for 2 years or more, rehabilitation of The Land must be carried out
in accordance with the requirements of these conditions as if the activity has
permanently ceased.

Effluent
EF1

Stormwater
1 Polluted stormwater that will be discharged from The Land must be collected and
treated prior to discharge to the extent necessary to prevent serious or material
environmental harm, or environmental nuisance.
2 Notwithstanding the above, all stormwater that is discharged from The Land must not
carry pollutants such as sediment, oil and grease in quantities or concentrations that are
likely to degrade the visual quality of any receiving waters outside The Land.
3 All reasonable measures must be implemented to ensure that solids entrained in
stormwater are retained on The Land. Such measures may include appropriately sized
and maintained sediment settling ponds or detention basins.
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Hazardous Substances
H1

Spill kits
Spill kits appropriate for the types and volumes of materials handled on The Land must be
kept in appropriate locations and maintained in a functional condition to assist with the
containment of spilt environmentally hazardous materials.

H2

Storage and handling of hazardous materials
1 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, environmentally hazardous
materials held on The Land must be:
1.1 stored within impervious bunded areas, spill trays or other containment systems;
and
1.2 managed to prevent unauthorised discharge, emission or deposition of pollutants:
1.2.1 to soils within the boundary of The Land in a manner that is likely to cause
serious or material environmental harm;
1.2.2 to groundwater;
1.2.3 to waterways; or
1.2.4 beyond the boundary of The Land.

Noise Control
N1

Noise emission limits
1 Noise emissions from the activity when measured at any noise sensitive premises in
other ownership and expressed as the equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure
level must not exceed:
1.1 45 dB(A) between 0700 hours and 1900 hours (Day time); and
1.2 The existing background noise levels (LA90) when measured at NSPs between
1900 hours and 0700 hours (Evening/Night-time)
2 Where the combined level of noise from the activity and the normal ambient noise
exceeds the noise levels for daytime period stated above, this condition will not be
considered to be breached unless the noise emissions from the activity are audible and
exceed the background noise levels (LA90) by at least 5 dB(A) during the daytime
period).
3 When determining the existing background noise levels (LA90), measurements must be
conducted at a location representative of the noise sensitive premises and must be
conducted in the absence of the subject site noise
4 The time interval over which noise levels are averaged must be 10 minutes or an
alternative time interval specified in writing by the Director.
5 Measured noise levels must be adjusted for tonality, impulsiveness, modulation and low
frequency in accordance with the Tasmanian Noise Measurement Procedures Manual.
6 All methods of measurement must be in accordance with the Tasmanian Noise
Measurement Procedures Manual.
7 Tonal or low frequency noise must be mitigated to avoid nuisance at any noise sensitive
premises.

N2

Noise survey requirements
1 Unless otherwise approved by the Director, a noise survey must be carried out:
1.1 within 60 days from the date on which these conditions take effect; and
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1.2
1.3
N3

within six (6) months of any change to the activity which is likely to substantially
alter the character or increase the volume of noise emitted from The Land; and
at such other times as may reasonably be required by the Director by notice in
writing.

Noise survey method and reporting requirements
1 Noise surveys must be undertaken in accordance with a survey method approved in
writing by the Director, as may be amended from time to time with written approval of
the Director.
2 Without limitation, the survey method must address the following:
2.1 measurements must be carried out at day, evening and night times (where
applicable) at location/s representing noise sensitive premises; and
2.2 simultaneous source measurements in order to compare with the noise data from
the monitoring conducted at noise sensitive premises during the same time-period;
and
2.3 noise levels and characteristics of each item of equipment of concern; and
2.4 measurement locations, and the number thereof, must be specified, with one
location established as a control location (noise).
3 Measurements and data recorded during the survey must include:
3.1 operational status of noise producing equipment and throughput of the activity;
3.2 subjective descriptions of the sound at each location;
3.3 details of meteorological conditions relevant to the propagation of noise;
3.4 the equivalent continuous (Leq) and L1, L10, L50, L90 and L99 A-weighted sound
pressure levels measured over a period of 10 minutes or an alternative time
interval approved by the Director;
3.5 a data set containing periods capturing normal and worst operating conditions;
3.6 A-weighted one-third octave spectra (including low frequency) over suitably
representative periods of not less than 1 minute presented in tabulated and graph
format;
3.7 C or Z weighted one-third octave spectra (including low frequency) over suitably
representative periods of not less than 1 minute presented in tabulated and graph
format;
3.8 one-third octave spectra over suitably representative periods of not less than 1
minute;
3.9 narrow-band spectra over suitably representative periods of not less than 1 minute.
4 A noise survey report must be forwarded to the Director within 30 days from the date
on which the noise survey is completed.
5 The noise survey report must include the following:
5.1 the results and interpretation of the measurements required by these conditions;
5.2 a map of the area surrounding the activity with the boundary of The Land,
measurement locations, and noise sensitive premises clearly marked on the map;
5.3 any other information that will assist with interpreting the results and whether the
activity is in compliance with these conditions and EMPCA; and
5.4 recommendations of appropriate mitigation measures to manage any noise
problems identified by the noise survey.
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Noise complaints
In the event that a noise complaint is received in relation to the activity, the complaint must be
reported to the Director within 24 hours.

Operations
OP1

Operating hours
1 Unless otherwise approved by the Director, activities associated with milling or
machining of timber and loading/unloading of wood deliveries to and from The Land
must not be undertaken outside the following times:
1.1 0700 hours to 1900 hours Monday to Friday.
2 Notwithstanding the above paragraph, the above activities must not be carried out on
Public Holidays that are observed State-wide (Easter Tuesday excepted) without the
written approval of the Director.
3 The permitted hours of operation for kilns and boilers on The Land are twenty-four
hours per day, seven days per week.

OP2

Weed management
The Land must be kept substantially free of weeds to minimise the risk of weeds being spread
through the transport of products from The Land.

Waste Management
WM1

Removal of stockpiled waste and rehabilitation
1 Within three years of issue of this notice, or by a date otherwise specified in writing by
the Director, stockpiled waste as defined in Attachment 2 within The Land must be
removed, and the Land rehabilitated to the satisfaction of the Director.
2 Without limitation, removal of waste and rehabilitation works in the above clause must
include:
2.1 removal or mitigation of all timber waste, environmental hazards and land
contamination that has the potential to cause environmental harm; and
2.2 stabilisation of any land surfaces that may be subject to erosion;
3 Waste that cannot be re-used or recycled must be disposed of at a waste depot site or
treatment facility that has been approved in writing by the relevant planning authority or
the Director to receive such waste, or otherwise in a manner approved in writing by the
Director.
4 After the period referred to in the above sub-clause, the person responsible for the
activity may apply in writing to the Director for a written statement that rehabilitation
has been successfully completed.
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Schedule 3: Information
Legal Obligations
LO1

EMPCA
The activity must be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental
Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 and Regulations thereunder. The conditions of
this document must not be construed as an exemption from any of those requirements.

LO2

Storage and handling of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous substances
1 The storage, handling and transport of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous
substances must comply with the requirements of relevant State Acts and any
regulations thereunder, including:
1.1 Work Health and Safety Act 2012 and subordinate regulations;
1.2 Explosives Act 2012 and subordinate regulations; and
1.3 Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail Transport) Act 2010 and subordinate
regulations.

LO3

Controlled waste transport
Transport of controlled wastes to and from The Land must be undertaken only by persons
authorised to do so under EMPCA or subordinate legislation.

LO4

Change of responsibility
If the person responsible for the activity ceases to be responsible for the activity, they must
notify the Director in accordance with Section 45 of the EMPCA.

Other Information
OI1

Waste management hierarchy
1 Wastes should be managed in accordance with the following hierarchy of waste
management:
1.1 waste should be minimised, that is, the generation of waste must be reduced to the
maximum extent that is reasonable and practicable, having regard to best practice
environmental management;
1.2 waste should be re-used or recycled to the maximum extent that is practicable;
and
1.3 waste that cannot be re-used or recycled must be disposed of at a waste depot site
or treatment facility that has been approved in writing by the relevant planning
authority or the Director to receive such waste, or otherwise in a manner approved
in writing by the Director.

OI2

Notification of incidents under section 32 of EMPCA
Where a person is required by section 32 of EMPCA to notify the Director of the release of a
pollutant, the Director can be notified by telephoning 1800 005 171 (a 24-hour emergency
telephone number).

OI3

Environmental Guidelines for Wood Processing
Information to assist in managing environmental risks associated with operation of the
activity, along with other information related to environmental regulation is available in the
Environmental Guidelines for Wood Processing. The Guidelines are available on the EPA
website.
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