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Environmental Assessment Report 
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Acronyms 

ASS Acid Sulphate Soils 

Board Board of the Environment Protection Authority 

PCAB Policy and Conservation Advice Branch, Department of Primary 
Industries, Parks, Water and Environment 

DPIPWE Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment 

EER Environmental Effects Report 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EL Environmental licence 

EMPC Act Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 

EMPCS Environmental management and pollution control system 

EPBC Act Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) 

LUPA Act Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 

PASS Potential Acid Sulphate Soils 

RMPS Resource management and planning system 

SD Sustainable development 
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Report Summary 
This report provides an environmental assessment of Ms Elizabeth Hall’s proposed sand extraction 
at 963 Waterhouse Road, Waterhouse.  
 
The proposal involves extraction of a maximum of 20,000 cubic metres per annum of aeolian sand 
from mobile dunes. Site activities will include the excavation of sands using a front‐end loader, 
screening to remove vegetative matter, stockpiling of sand in a storage and handling area, and loading 
of trucks with sand using a front‐end loader before transporting from the property. 
 
This report has been prepared based on information provided in the permit application and 
Environmental Effects Report (EER). Relevant government agencies and the public were consulted 
and their submissions, representations and comments considered as part of the assessment. 
 
Further details of the assessment process are presented in section 1 of this report.  Section 2 
describes the statutory objectives and principles underpinning the assessment.  Details of the 
proposal are provided in section 3.  Section 4 reviews the need for the proposal and considers the 
alternatives.  Section 5 summarises the public and agency consultation process.  The detailed 
evaluation of environmental issues is contained in section 6. Other issues are discussed in section 7. 
The report conclusions are contained in section 8. 
 
Appendix 1 contains a list of commitments made by the proponent and Appendix 2 contains the 
environmental permit conditions for the proposal.  
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1 Approval Process 

An application for a permit under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPA Act) in relation 
to the proposal was submitted to Dorset Council on 15 October 2019.  
 
The proposal is defined as a ‘level 2 activity’ under clause 5(b), schedule 2 of the Environmental 
Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPC Act), being an extractive industry.  
 
Section 25(1) of the EMPC Act required Council to refer the application to the Board of the 
Environment Protection Authority (the Board) for assessment under the Act. The application was 
received by the Board on 31 October 2019.  
 
The application was referred with a draft Environmental Effects Report (EER) and the Board issued 
guidance on 27 November 2019 in conjunction with comments on the draft EER. 
 
The final EER was submitted to Council and the EER was released for public inspection for a 14-day 
period commencing on 4 December 2019. An advertisement was placed in The Examiner and on the 
EPA website. No representations were received. The EER was also referred to relevant government 
agencies for comment.  
 
The assessment has been undertaken by the Director, Environment Protection Authority under 
delegation from the Board. 
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2 SD Objectives and EIA Principles 

The proposal must be considered by the Director in the context of the objectives of the Resource 
Management and Planning System of Tasmania (RMPS), and in the context of the objectives of the 
Environmental Management and Pollution Control System (EMPCS) (both sets of objectives are 
specified in Schedule 1 the EMPC Act).  The functions of the Board are to administer and enforce 
the provisions of the Act, and in particular to use its best endeavours to further the RMPS and 
EMPCS objectives. 
 
The Director must assess the proposal in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Principles defined in Section 74 of the EMPC Act. 
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3 The Proposal 

The main characteristics of the proposal are summarised in Table 1.  A detailed description of the 
proposal is provided in Part B of the EER. 
 
Table 1: Summary of the proposal’s main characteristics 

Activity 

Extraction and screening of a maximum of 20,000 cubic metres of sand per annum. 

Location and planning context 

Location 963 Waterhouse Road, Waterhouse, as shown in Figure 1 and Figure 2. Figures 3 and 4 
indicate the two proposed extractive faces (summer and winter extractive faces), access 
roads and stockpile areas.  

Land zoning Rural Resource, Dorset Interim Planning Scheme, 2013 

Land tenure Private freehold 

Mining lease 2062P/M 

Lease area 34 ha 

Bond No bond is currently held. A bond will be imposed following the issue of a permit from 
Dorset Council. 

Existing site 

Land Use Farming – cropping and grazing. 

Topography Flat to gently undulating with steeper mobile sand dunes encroaching from the north western 
property boundary. 

Geology and Soils Holocene derived sands overlying Pleistocene sands and gravels. 

Hydrology A series of inter‐connected wetlands and wet areas associated with the interface between 
the Holocene and Pleistocene sand deposits on the site and adjoining properties. Drainage 
channels were constructed in the 1920’s and 1930’s to drain the farming areas and these link 
to the wetland areas (see Figure 5). Drainage from the area reports to the Great Forester 
River.  

Natural Values Wetlands on site are known to support significant threatened fauna species including the 
green and gold frog (Litoria raniformis) and Perons marsh frog (Limnodynastes peroni). The 
wetlands are within a known catchment of dwarf galaxias (Galaxiella pusilla).  

Two threatened vegetation communities occur on site 

• Freshwater aquatic sedgeland and rushland – a series of freshwater wetland areas 
(ephemeral) dominated by aquatic and semi‐aquatic sedge, herb and rush species. 

• Melaleuca ericifolia swamp forest – a small stand of Melaleuca ericifolia swamp forest 
is associated with the wetland at the western extent of the site.  

Local region 

Climate The site is located in the low rainfall coastal region of north-east Tasmania. Winds are 
predominantly from the north-west and west. The average rainfall is approximately 700mm 
per year.  

Surrounding land 
zoning, tenure 
and uses 

The Waterhouse Conservation Area is located approximately 500m to the north and north-
east of the site and extends to Waterhouse Beach and Anderson Bay. Anderson Bay is located 
approximately 1500m to the north-east.  Other land in the vicinity is generally freehold and 
utilised for agricultural purposes. Lost Farm golf course is located approximately 2.5km to 
the south-west.  
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Species of 
conservation 
significance 

Areas of priority habitat are noted in overlays on the Dorset Interim Planning Scheme, 2013, 
occurring to the north-east and south-east of the mining lease. 

No known wedge-tailed eagle or white-bellied sea eagle nests have been recorded within one 
km of the site.  

Proposed infrastructure 

Major equipment Front end loader, screening equipment, trucks for transport of sand off site, water cart. 

Other 
infrastructure 

Existing farm access roads will be utilised. 

Inputs 

Water Water will be accessed from farm dams for dust suppression. 

Energy Fuel for loaders and trucks. 

Other raw 
materials 

None required. 

Wastes and emissions 

Liquid Stormwater runoff from extraction and stockpile areas. 

Atmospheric Dust from traffic and stockpiles. 

Solid General refuse including food scraps, and lunch packaging will be removed offsite each day. 

Controlled wastes Waste engine oil, contaminated soil from any machinery fuel and oil spills. 

No onsite amenities will be provided as these are available at the adjacent farm property. 

Noise From screening equipment, loader on site, and trucks going to and from the site. 

Construction and operations 

Proposal 
timetable 

No construction is required to facilitate the proposal. Extraction is proposed to start upon 
issue of the Council permit.  

Operating hours 
(ongoing) 

0700 to 1900 hours Monday to Friday. 

0800 to 1600 hours Saturday. 

Other key characteristics 

The EER states the encroachment of aeolian sands onto the site has resulted in the loss of agricultural land and 
conservation significant wetland area. The EER further states the extraction of the sands will prevent or slow further 
encroachment onto the site.  
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Figure 1: Site location and mining lease 
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Figure 2: Extractive areas 
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Figure 3: Mine plan summer face 
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Figure 4: Mine plan winter face 
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Figure 5: Site Drainage
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4 Need for the Proposal and Alternatives 

The sand extraction is proposed to enable sands to be sold for construction purposes (eg. concrete 
production). Sand extraction is also proposed to protect the existing wetland environment and 
agricultural land from further sand inundation. 

The EER states the removal of sand from the two extraction areas will prevent any further sand 
incursion. The EER further states that if the sands cease to move and no longer pose a threat to the 
site, then sand extraction would also cease as there would be little aeolian sand to extract. 

Sand stabilisation using marram grass and sand fences has been undertaken but has largely been 
unsuccessful due to dune sand continuing to be blown inland from the adjoining property. 
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5 Public and Agency Consultation 

No public representations were received. 
 
The EER was referred to a number of external government agencies/bodies with an interest in the 
proposal.  No comments were received. 
 
The following Divisions/areas of the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water (DPIPWE) and 
Environment also provided advice on the EER: 
 

• Regulator, EPA Tasmania 

• Air specialist, EPA Tasmania 

• Noise specialist, EPA Tasmania 

• Water specialist, EPA Tasmania 

• Policy and Conservation Advice Branch, Natural and Cultural Heritage, DPIPWE (PCAB). 
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6 Evaluation of Environmental Issues 

EPA Tasmania has evaluated environmental issues considered relevant to the proposal. Details of 
this evaluation, along with the permit conditions required by the Director, are discussed below: 
 
The following issues are discussed: 

1. Natural values 
2. Surface water quality 
3. Air emissions 
4. Noise emissions 
5. Waste management 

 
The proposal does not entail vegetation clearance or construction works and decommissioning and 
rehabilitation is therefore not included as a separate issue.  

 

General conditions 

The following general conditions will be imposed on the activity: 
 

• G1 Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents 
• G2 Incident response 
• G3 No changes without approval 
• G4 Change of responsibility 
• G5 Change of ownership 
• G6 Quarry Code of Practice 
• G7 Notification prior to commencement 
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Issue 1: Natural Values 

Description of potential impacts 

A survey of the mining lease area was undertaken in June 2019. The site comprises mobile sand, 
agricultural land and small areas of native coastal scrub and heathland vegetation. The EER states 
no threatened flora species listed under the schedules of the Tasmanian Threatened Species 
Protection Act 1995 or the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 were recorded on site. 

The two threatened native vegetation communities recorded on site (freshwater aquatic 
sedgeland and rushland, and Melaleuca ericifolia swamp forest) are associated with the southern 
extraction area (the summer face). The EER notes part of Melaleuca ericifolia swamp forest has 
been covered by the advancing aeolian dunes. 

The EER notes wetlands on site are also known to support significant threatened fauna species 
including the green and gold frog (Litoria raniformis) and Perons marsh frog (Limnodynastes peroni). 
The wetlands are within a known catchment of dwarf galaxias (Galaxiella pusilla). 

The EER states any further loss of wetland habitat on site would be detrimental to the 
conservation significant species in the area. The EER notes wetlands in the region have disappeared 
due to inundation by mobile sands and states the wetland areas on the site are being threatened 
by sand inundation from the mobile dunes. 

No declared weeds were observed during the site survey, however pasture weeds including spear 
thistle (Cirsium vulgare) and variegated thistle (Silybum marianum) were noted. 

No vegetation clearance is required to facilitate the proposal, with working areas limited to the 
mobile dunes and agricultural land. 

Management measures proposed in EER 

The EER includes the following management measures for natural values 

• A 10 m buffer will be applied to wetland areas within which there will be no truck 
movements. The stockpiling of sand and truck movements will be limited to the working 
areas shown in the mine plans. 

• Weeds are to be managed in the sand extraction areas via a weed spraying program 
implemented as part of normal agricultural activities on the property. 

Public and agency comment 

The following comments were provided by PCAB: 

• Given the history of disturbance and intervention in geomorphic process, the active dunes 
can only be regarded as anthropogenic landforms and therefore devoid of geoconservation 
significance. 

• PCAB recommends a hygiene plan be developed to ensure the development and 
associated works areas do not result in the introduction of new declared weed species 
into the area, translocation of weeds within the development footprint, or the export of 
existing declared weeds out of the area.  
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Evaluation 

The risk of direct impacts to natural values is considered to be low given that no areas of wetlands 
or other native vegetation are proposed to be disturbed. Condition OP1 limits the sand 
extraction and working (stockpile) locations to those areas identified in the mining plan 
(Attachment 1 of PCE 10351). Condition OP1 also requires a 10m buffer to be maintained to 
wetland areas on site. It is acknowledged that wetland areas may progressively be inundated with 
windblown sand and the buffer may therefore need to move to ensure a 10m distance to any 
work areas.  

Appropriate weed and disease management will be important to ensure that weeds and diseases 
are not introduced to the site, and also to ensure that sands transported from site do not act as 
a vector for weeds. No declared weeds have been recorded on site and a site specific hygiene 
plan is not warranted, however the site will be required to be kept substantially free of weeds 
(condition OP2) and washdown will be required prior to machinery entering the site 
(condition FF1). 

Conditions relating to sediment management are also relevant to natural values and are discussed 
in Issue 2: Surface waters and liquid effluent. 

Conclusion 

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions: 

OP1  Extraction areas 

OP2    Weed management 

FF1     Machinery washdown 
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Issue 2: Surface water and liquid effluent 

Description of potential impacts 

The activity will utilise existing roads and cleared areas, and the sand to be extracted is part of an 
exposed mobile dune. No additional exposed surfaces will be created. The aeolian sands are 
relatively free draining and generally do not contain silt.  

The EER states Acid Sulphate Soils (ASS) and Potential Acid Sulphate Soils (PASS) are known from 
the region but are very unlikely to be encountered or intersected by the sand extraction activity. 
The EER further states the acid generating layers of sand are older, deeper layers which are of no 
commercial interest and less likely to be mobilised by wind. The EER also states the extraction 
process will not remove all the aeolian sands in the one location. 

The EER states an existing culvert located at the southern (summer) extraction face will require 
infrequent clearing of windblown sand to maintain existing drainage patters and access to the 
working face. This would require the use of a tractor/excavator fitted with a small bucket to clean 
the entry and exit points of the culvert. Although the EER states the culvert will only be cleaned 
infrequently it is part of the farm drainage system and the removal of sand from the culvert has 
the potential to result in sediment impacts to the wetlands. 

The EER proposes a 10m buffer be applied to wetland areas and states this should be sufficient as 
the access roads used for farming activities already exist at or within this distance with no noted 
impact to wetlands.  

No amenities effluent will be produced as existing amenities facilities associated with the farm will 
be utilised. 

Management measures proposed in EER 

The EER proposes the following management measures: 

• Sediment fencing will be established before any culvert clean out works associated with 
the southern (summer) extraction area, to mitigate potential movement of sediments into 
the wetland area.  

• The document Acid Sulfate Soils – Indicators for Field Operators prepared and published by 
DPIPWE will be consulted and advice/recommendations taken on a need’s basis. 
Management measures may include those described in the Tasmanian Acid Sulfate Soil 
Management Guidelines published by DPIPWE. 

Public and agency comment 

No public comment received.  

PCAB provided the following comments: 

• If only dune sand is excavated and no excavation occurs below the dune basement into 
darker potential ASS layers, the risk of disturbance of ASS is deemed very low. 

• It is recommended that the proponent ensure all excavation staff are made aware of the 
potential risk of disturbing ASS at these locations, instructed not to excavate below the 
basement of the current dune formation and read the pamphlet Acid Sulfate Soils – 
Indicators for Field Operators (Attachment 3 to the Van Diemen Consulting Report) as 
part of a formal site induction process. 
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• It is therefore suggested that any licence should include a condition prohibiting excavation 
below the water table. 

Evaluation 

Observations during site inspection suggest a rapid rate of movement of the aeolian dunes and it 
appears likely there will be a constant replenishment of sand.  It is acknowledged farming activities 
have been undertaken in close proximity to the wetland areas with little apparent impact. A 10m 
buffer to the wetlands is supported and Condition OP1 requires the 10m wetland buffer to be 
maintained. It is acknowledged that wetland areas may progressively be inundated with windblown 
sand and the buffer may therefore need to move to ensure a 10m distance to any work areas. 

As highlighted by PCAB the risk of ASS disturbance will be very low providing only aeolian dune 
sand is excavated. Excavation of sands below the water table is not proposed and site inspection 
suggests this would not be possible due to the soft nature of the substrate. To limit the potential 
for ASS disturbance, Condition OP1 limits extractive activities to aeolian dune sands only.  

The use of sediment fencing during culvert cleanout is supported. Management of sediment to 
ensure sediment does not migrate into wetland areas will be required by Condition E1. 

Conclusion 

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions: 

OP1 Extraction areas 

E1 Sediment management 
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Issue 3: Air Emissions 

Description of potential impacts 

Potential sources of dust from the proposal include: 

• The excavation of in situ sands; 
• The movement of sand at the point of extraction by machinery; 
• Use of on farm gravel roads; and  
• Stockpiling and loading of sands.  

The EER states two residences are located at approximately 1.6km to the south and 1.9km to the 
east of the working areas. The site access road is located approximately 235m from the eastern 
dwelling and transport of the materials off site has the potential to result in dust impacts if not 
appropriately managed.  

Management measures proposed in EER 

The EER states an on‐site water cart will be used to dampen the access road surfaces, areas near 
stockpiles and the loads in trucks (when not covered by tarpaulins). Water for the water cart will 
be extracted from farm dams. The EER also states trucks on site will be limited to a speed of 20 
km/h. 

Public and agency comment 

No comment received.  

Evaluation 

The distance between the extraction/ stockpile areas and the two residences should be sufficient 
to limit nuisance dust. Control of dust emissions via dampening of access road, stockpile areas 
and working surfaces is supported and will be required by Condition A1. Limiting vehicle speeds 
will be important to reduce the potential for impacts to the dwelling located at 235m from the 
site access road and will be required by Condition A2. 

Covering of vehicles used to transport sand off site is necessary to limit the potential for dust 
impacts to the residence located approximately 235m from the access road and to prevent dust 
impacts to other receivers off site. Covering of vehicles will be required by Condition A3.  

Conclusion 

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions: 

A1 Control of dust emissions 

A2      Speed limit on access road 

A3      Covering of vehicles 
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Issue 4: Noise Emissions 

Description of potential impacts 

Noise emissions are expected from excavation and movement of sand with a front‐end loader, 
occasional vibrational screening of sands in the working area, use of farm equipment, tractor and 
truck movements. 

No blasting, drilling or crushing is proposed. The EER proposes operations between the hours of 
7 am to 7 pm Monday to Friday and 8 am to 4 pm Saturday with no operations proposed on 
Sunday or public holidays. 

The EER states two residences are located at approximately 1.6 km to the south and 1.9 km to 
the east of the working areas and further states the extraction, stockpiling and loading of sand is 
unlikely to result in noise impacts to these sensitive receptors. 

The site access road is located approximately 235m from the eastern dwelling, however the EER 
states this dwelling is much closer to Waterhouse Road where it would be subject to a higher 
level of noise from passing road traffic.  

Management measures proposed in EER 

The EER includes the following management measures: 

• Machinery used for the activity is to be well maintained to minimise the risk of generating 
excessive noise. 

• Operations will be limited to the hours of 7 am to 7 pm Monday to Friday and 8 am to 4 
pm Saturday. There will be no sand extraction activities on Sunday or public holidays. 

• The impacts of traffic noise on the dwelling 235m from the access road will be managed 
via:  

o Establishment of strict operating hours. 
o A 20 km/hr speed limit for trucks on the property. 
o Avoidance of engine brake use on the property. 

Public and agency comment 

No comment received. 

Evaluation 

It is considered that noise emissions from extractive and internal transport activities are unlikely 
to cause a noise nuisance, given the likely truck speed on access roads and the separation distances 
between working areas and nearby sensitive receptors. 

The operating hours are the same as those prescribed in the Quarry Code of Practice 2017 and are 
supported. These hours will be required by Condition N1. Speed limits on the access roads to 
manage noise is supported and will be required by Condition A2 (discussed in Issue 3 Air 
Emissions). 

Conclusion 

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions: 

N1  Operating hours 



 

Environmental Assessment Report – Ms Elizabeth Hall – Manuka Park Sand Extraction, 963 Waterhouse Road, Waterhouse    24  

Issue 5: Waste management and hazardous materials 

Description of potential impacts 

Inappropriate management of solid waste may result in public health impacts or environmental 
nuisance or harm. The EER states no vegetative waste or soil overburden will be produced 
because only the exposed mobile aeolian dune sands will be extracted.  

Fuel and oil will be delivered via a 100 litre transportable fuel tank in the tray of a utility vehicle. 
Machinery servicing will be undertaken at an existing farm workshop (off site). Minor repairs and 
servicing including emergency repairs will be completed onsite by a mobile mechanic. These 
activities may result in impacts to soils, surface water and groundwater if not appropriately 
managed. 

Management measures proposed in EER 

The EER includes the following management measures: 

• Waste generated by the servicing of machinery will be disposed of in accordance with best 
practice principles. 

• Waste generated by workers from general refuse (eg lunch wrappers) at the activity will 
be removed each day.  

• Fuel for machinery and plant used in the sand extraction activity will only be stored on 
site during the day and will be removed from the site overnight.  

• One spill kit will be stored at each working area and workers trained in how to use it in 
the event of a spillage. It will be replenished as necessary. 

• Weed spraying chemicals will be handled, used and disposed of in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s directions and relevant Government regulations. 

• Major repairs to plant and equipment will be completed off‐site in an appropriately 
equipped workshop. 

• Fully sealed bunded containers will be used for draining oils and engine liquids during 
mobile repairs. 

Public and agency comment 

No public comment received. 

PCAB provided the following comments: 

• PCAB recommends that all works are contained on site and that any construction 
activities, runoff or spills are adequately managed to prevent contamination or impact on 
the wetlands. In areas where excavation, track building, or construction activities are 
planned around wetlands and waterways, the proponent should adhere to the legislation, 
policies and guidelines set out in the DPIPWE Wetlands and Waterways Works Manual 
(http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/flora-of-tasmania/tasmanias-wetlands/wetlands-
waterways-works-manual). 

Evaluation 

As minimal general waste will be produced, any impacts from waste are likely to be minor. The 
appropriate storage and handling of dangerous materials is supported and will be required by 
Condition H1 (mobile refuelling). It is considered that the potential impacts from localised 
machinery spills or minor mobile repairs can be appropriately managed and Condition H1 also 
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requires the provision of spill kits or other reasonable measures to prevent the unauthorised 
discharge, emission or deposition of pollutants.  

Conclusion 

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions: 

H1  Handling of hazardous materials - mobile 
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7 Other Issues 

The following issues have been raised during the assessment process and are discussed briefly here. 
These are issues which are not the Board’s responsibility under the EMPC Act, or issues which are 
more appropriately addressed by another regulatory agency. 
 

1. Aboriginal heritage  

2. Traffic  

 

1. Aboriginal heritage 

Potential impacts to Aboriginal heritage are not discussed in the EER although an unanticipated 
discovery plan is included as Attachment 2. AHT have advised there is potential for Aboriginal 
heritage to be found within deflated dunes, particularly were the underlying paleo sand layers are 
exposed.  

AHT acknowledged the proposal does not seek to excavate palaeodune landforms, however they 
advised that a high level of caution should be exercised during the course of the works. AHT have 
requested the proponent or the proponent’s operator contact AHT to discuss the proposed 
methods for sand removal before the commencement of works. Legal Obligation LO3 is included 
in the permit to ensure the proponent is aware of obligations under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975. 

2. Traffic  

The EER states approximately 8 truck movements per day are expected. The State roads division of 
the Department of State Growth indicated that it had no comments on the proposal. The 
environmental impacts from traffic are discussed under Issue 4.  
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8 Report Conclusions 

This assessment has been based on the information provided by the proponent, Ms Elizabeth Hall, 
in the permit application and the case for assessment (the EER). 
 
This report incorporates specialist advice provided by EPA Tasmania scientific specialists and 
regulatory staff, other Divisions of DPIPWE and other government agencies. 
 
It is concluded that: 
 

1. the RMPS and EMPCS objectives have been duly and properly pursued in the assessment of 
the proposal; 

2. the assessment of the proposed activity has been undertaken in accordance with the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Principles; and 

3. the proposed activity is capable of being managed in an environmentally acceptable manner 
such that it is unlikely that the objectives of the Environmental Management and Pollution 
Control Act 1994 (the RMPS and EMPCS objectives) would be compromised, provided that 
the Permit Conditions - Environmental No. 10351 appended to this report are imposed and 
duly complied with.  
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9 Report Approval 

Environmental Assessment Report and conclusions, including environmental conditions, 
adopted: 

 
Wes Ford 

DIRECTOR, ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY 

Acting under delegation from the Board of the Environment Protection Authority 

 

Date: 9 January 2020 
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PERMIT PART B
PERMIT CONDITIONS - ENVIRONMENTAL No. 10351

Issued under the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994

Activity: The operation of Extractive Pits (ACTIVITY TYPE: Extractive Pits)
MANUKA PARK, 963 WATERHOUSE ROAD
WATERHOUSE TAS 7262

The above activity has been assessed as a level 2 activity under the Environmental Management
and Pollution Control Act 1994.

Acting under Section 25(5)(a)(i) of the EMPCA, the Board of the Environment Protection
Authority has required that this Permit Part B be included in any Permit granted under the Land Use
Planning and Approvals Act 1993 with respect to the above activity.

Municipality: DORSET
Permit Application Reference:
EPA file reference: 258171

Date conditions approved: ______________________________________________

Signed: ______________________________________________

DELEGATE FOR THE BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT
PROTECTION AUTHORITY
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9 January 2020
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DEFINITIONS

Unless the contrary appears, words and expressions used in this Permit Part B have the meaning
given to them in Schedule 1 of this Permit and in the EMPCA. If there is any inconsistency
between a definition in the EMPCA and a definition in this Permit Part B, the EMPCA prevails to
the extent of the inconsistency.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

The person responsible for the activity must comply with the conditions contained in Schedule 2 of
this Permit Part B.

INFORMATION

Attention is drawn to Schedule 3, which contains important additional information.
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Schedule 1: Definitions

In this Permit Part B:-

20,000 cubic metres per year is considered to be equivalent to 28,000 tonnes per year.

Aboriginal Relic has the meaning described in section 2(3) of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975.

Activity means any environmentally relevant activity (as defined in Section 3 of EMPCA) to which
this document relates, and includes more than one such activity.

Construction means activities associated with the construction phase of the activity, including but
not limited to, activities associated with the clearance of vegetation, site works to create a level site,
rock breaking, installation of fences and other infrastructure whether on land or in water.

Director means the Director, Environment Protection Authority holding office under Section 18 of
EMPCA and includes a person authorised in writing by the Director to exercise a power or function
on the Director's behalf.

EMPCA means the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994.

Environmental Harm and Material Environmental Harm and Serious Environmental Harm
each have the meanings ascribed to them in Section 5 of EMPCA.

Environmental Nuisance and Pollutant each have the meanings ascribed to them in Section 3 of
EMPCA.

Environmentally Hazardous Material means any substance or mixture of substances of a nature
or held in quantities which present a reasonably foreseeable risk of causing serious or material
environmental harm if released to the environment and includes fuels, oils, waste and chemicals but
excludes sewage.

Person Responsible is any person who is or was responsible for the environmentally relevant
activity to which this document relates and includes the officers, employees, contractors, joint
venture partners and agents of that person, and includes a body corporate.

Quarry Code of Practice means the document of this title published by the Environment
Protection Authority in May 2017, and includes any subsequent versions of this document.

Stormwater means water traversing the surface of The Land as a result of rainfall.

The Land means the land on which the activity to which this document relates may be carried out,
and includes: buildings and other structures permanently fixed to the land, any part of the land
covered with water, and any water covering the land. The Land falls within the area defined by:

1 Mining Lease 2062P/M, as delineated at Attachment 1

Weed And Disease Guidelines means the document titled Weed and Disease Planning and
Hygiene Guidelines - Preventing the spread of weeds and diseases in Tasmania, by the Department
of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment, dated March 2015, and any amendment to or
substitution of this document.

weeds means a declared weed as defined in the Weed Management Act 1999.
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Schedule 2: Conditions

Maximum Quantities

Q1 Regulatory limits
1 The activity must not exceed the following limits :

1.1 20,000 cubic metres per year of product.

General

G1 Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents
A copy of these conditions and any associated documents referred to in these conditions must
be held in a location that is known to and accessible to the person responsible for the activity.
The person responsible for the activity must ensure that all persons who are responsible for
undertaking work on The Land, including contractors and sub-contractors, are familiar with
these conditions to the extent relevant to their work.

G2 Incident response
If an incident causing or threatening environmental nuisance, serious environmental harm or
material environmental harm from pollution occurs in the course of the activity, then the
person responsible for the activity must immediately take all reasonable and practicable action
to minimise any adverse environmental effects from the incident.

G3 No changes without approval
1 The following changes, if they may cause or increase the emission of a pollutant which

may cause material or serious environmental harm or environmental nuisance, must
only take place in relation to the activity if such changes have been approved in writing
by the EPA Board following its assessment of an application for a permit under the
Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993, or approved in writing by the Director:
1.1 a change to a process used in the course of carrying out the activity; or
1.2 the construction, installation, alteration or removal of any structure or equipment

used in the course of carrying out the activity; or
1.3 a change in the quantity or characteristics of materials used in the course of

carrying out the activity.

G4 Change of responsibility
If the person responsible for the activity intends to cease to be responsible for the activity, that
person must notify the Director in writing of the full particulars of any person succeeding him
or her as the person responsible for the activity, before such cessation.

G5 Change of ownership
If the owner of The Land upon which the activity is carried out changes or is to change, then,
as soon as reasonably practicable but no later than 30 days after becoming aware of the
change or intended change in the ownership of The Land, the person responsible must notify
the Director in writing of the change or intended change of ownership.

G6 Quarry Code of Practice
Unless otherwise required by these conditions or required in writing by the Director, the
activity (or activities) undertaken on The Land must comply with the Acceptable Standards
provisions of the Quarry Code of Practice.
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G7 Notification prior to commencement
The Director must be notified in writing of the commencement of operations at least 14 days
before that occurs.

Atmospheric

A1 Control of dust emissions
Dust emissions from The Land must be controlled to the extent necessary to prevent
environmental nuisance beyond the boundary of The Land.

A2 Speed limit on access roads
Vehicles travelling on access roads within The Land must not exceed 20km/hr.

A3 Covering of vehicles
Vehicles carrying loads containing material which may blow or spill must be equipped with
effective control measures to prevent the escape of the materials from the vehicles when they
leave The Land or travel on public roads. Effective control measures may include tarpaulins
or load dampening.

Decommissioning And Rehabilitation

DC1 Temporary suspension of activity
1 Within 30 days of becoming aware of any event or decision which is likely to give rise

to the temporary suspension of the activity, the person responsible for the activity must
notify the Director in writing of that event or decision. The notice must specify the date
upon which the activity is expected to suspend or has suspended.

2 During temporary suspension of the activity:
2.1 The Land must be managed and monitored by the person responsible for the

activity to ensure that emissions from The Land do not cause serious
environmental harm, material environmental harm or environmental nuisance; and

2.2 If required by the Director a Care and Maintenance Plan for the activity must be
submitted, by a date specified in writing by the Director, for approval. The person
responsible must implement the approved Care and Maintenance Plan, as may be
amended from time to time with written approval of the Director.

3 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, if the activity on The Land has
substantially ceased for 2 years or more, rehabilitation of The Land must be carried out
in accordance with the requirements of these conditions as if the activity has
permanently ceased.

DC2 Notification of cessation
Within 30 days of becoming aware of any event or decision which is likely to give rise to the
permanent cessation of the activity, the person responsible for the activity must notify the
Director in writing of that event or decision. The notice must specify the date upon which the
activity is expected to cease or has ceased.

Effluent Disposal

E1 Sediment management
All reasonable measures must be implemented to ensure that solids entrained in stormwater
do not enter wetland areas. Such measures may include sediment fencing.
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Flora And Fauna

FF1 Machinery washdown
Prior to entering The Land, machinery must be washed in accordance with the Weed and
Disease Guidelines, or any subsequent revisions of that document.

Hazardous Substances

H1 Handling of hazardous materials - mobile
1 Where mobile containment of environmentally hazardous materials is utilised for the

fuelling or servicing of mobile or fixed plant on The Land, all reasonable measures must
be implemented to prevent unauthorised discharge, emission or deposition of pollutants:
1.1 to soils within the boundary of The Land in a manner that is likely to cause

serious or material environmental harm;
1.2 to groundwater;
1.3 to waterways; or
1.4 beyond the boundary of The Land.

2 Reasonable measures may include spill kits, spill trays/bunds or absorbent pads, and
automatic cut-offs on any pumping equipment.

Noise Control

N1 Operating hours
1 Unless otherwise approved by the Director, activities associated with the extraction of

rock, gravel, sand, clay or minerals, and loading of product, and screening/crushing
must not be undertaken outside the hours of 0700 hours to 1900 hours on weekdays and
0800 hours to 1600 hours on Saturdays.

2 Notwithstanding the above paragraph, activities must not be carried out on public
holidays that are observed Statewide (Easter Tuesday excepted).

Operations

OP1 Extraction areas
1 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, sand must only be mined from

within the pit extent areas shown in the mining plan at Attachment 2.
2 Sand must not be mined and machinery must not be operated within 10 metres of any

wetlands.
3 Extractive activities are to be limited to mobile (aeolian) dune sands.

OP2 Weed management
The Land must be kept substantially free of weeds to minimise the risk of weeds being spread
through the transport of products from The Land.
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Schedule 3: Information

Legal Obligations

LO1 EMPCA
The activity must be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental
Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 and Regulations thereunder. The conditions of
this document must not be construed as an exemption from any of those requirements.

LO2 Change of responsibility
If the person responsible for the activity ceases to be responsible for the activity, they must
notify the Director in accordance with Section 45 of the EMPCA.

LO3 Aboriginal relics requirements
1 Aboriginal relics, objects, sites, places and human remains regardless of whether they

are located on public or private land, are protected under the Aboriginal Heritage Act
1975.

2 Unanticipated discoveries of Aboriginal heritage must be reported to Aboriginal
Heritage Tasmania on 1300 487 045 as soon as possible.

Other Information

OI1 Waste management hierarchy
1 Wastes should be managed in accordance with the following hierarchy of waste

management:
1.1 waste should be minimised, that is, the generation of waste must be reduced to the

maximum extent that is reasonable and practicable, having regard to best practice
environmental management;

1.2 waste should be re-used or recycled to the maximum extent that is practicable;
and

1.3 waste that cannot be re-used or recycled must be disposed of at a waste depot site
or treatment facility that has been approved in writing by the relevant planning
authority or the Director to receive such waste, or otherwise in a manner approved
in writing by the Director.

OI2 Commitments
The person responsible for the activity has a general environmental duty to conduct the
activity in accordance with the commitments contained in Attachment 3.
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