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Letter of Transmittal
12 October 2021

Hon Roger Jaensch MP
Parliament House
Hobart
Tasmania 7000

Dear Minister

2020-21 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY
It is with great pleasure that I present you with the Annual Report of the Environment Protection
Authority for the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021.
This report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of Section 21A of the
Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994.
Yours sincerely,

Andrew Paul
Chairperson
Board of the Environment Protection Authority

Wes Ford
Director
Environment Protection Authority
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Chair’s Foreword
On behalf of the Board of the
Environment Protection Authority it is my
pleasure to introduce to you the 2020/21
EPA Annual Report.
During this past year Board Members,
Warren Jones (Chair), Professor Colin
Buxton and Tony Ferrier retired from the
Board having reached their term limits.
New Board members Andrew Paul,
Amanda Locatelli and Dr Ian Cresswell
were appointed in February of this year,
along with Deputy Member, Mark Gifford,
to join continuing Board Members,
Belinda Hazell (Deputy Chair) and Wes
Ford (EPA Director).
On behalf of the Board, I would like
to acknowledge the outstanding
contribution made by the outgoing Board
in the administration and enforcement
of the Environmental Management and
Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPCA) and
for its advancement of environmental
standards in Tasmania.
The past year has seen continuing growth
in policy matters and development
proposals coming before the Board.
In particular, there are a number of
renewable energy proposals (wind)
currently under active consideration or in
the early proposal stages. An important
consideration in any wind farm proposal
before the Board is the protection of
threatened Tasmanian eagles. In this regard,
the Board has invested seed funding from
the Environment Protection Fund for a
research project into identifying risk to
Tasmanian wedge-tailed eagles from wind
energy developments.

The Board further supported a
major grant application to the
Commonwealth for research on wind
energy developments and the effective
conservation of eagles. It is important that
we continue to develop our knowledge
base to ensure that we can achieve
the best and sustainable environmental
practices. In a similar vein the Board
approved new noise level guidelines for
wind energy developments.
An important role for the Board
is oversight of the Savage River
Rehabilitation Project (SRRP).The SRRP is
a project funded to rehabilitate the Savage
River, which due to historic mining practice
has been significantly environmentally
degraded.The Board this year approved
expenditure of over $2.7 million towards
a number of projects aimed at returning
the Savage River to a vastly improved state
of health.These projects are delivered
in partnership with the current mine
operator, Grange Resources. On behalf of
the Board, I extend our thanks for their
support in delivering this project.

Throughout this report you will see many
more examples of the work undertaken
by the EPA and in particular the hardworking staff, under the leadership of
EPA Director Wes Ford. On behalf of the
Board can I extend our thanks to all the
EPA staff for their commitment, expertise
and for their support throughout the year.
They do an excellent job.
Finally, can I thank my fellow Board
Members, Belinda Hazell, Amanda Locatelli,
Dr Ian Cresswell and Wes Ford and
Deputy Member, Mark Gifford, for their
support, commitment and contribution to
the EPA throughout 2020/21.
I commend this Annual Report to you.

Andrew Paul
Chairperson
Board of the Environment
Protection Authority

In relation to wastewater the Board
has also approved a new regulatory
framework for the sustainable discharge of
wastewater from level 2 treatment plants.
Essentially the new framework provides
incentives to move towards the beneficial
reuse of wastewater. It is envisaged that
the framework will provide a far more
sustainable and economic outcome than
the traditional discharge of wastewater to
receiving water bodies and will have the
added benefit of providing a valuable input
into our agricultural sector.

3

EPA Annual Report 2020-21

The Year in Review

Director’s Overview
I am pleased to provide this year’s Annual
Report, which covers the work of the
EPA Board, Director and EPA Tasmania
(DPIPWE).Together, we have achieved
a huge amount of environmental work
and progressed a number of important
Government initiatives, all in the interests
of protecting Tasmania’s environmental
sustainability.
The EPA has continued to adapt to new
ways of working in light of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.This has included
adopting and supporting different working
arrangements to assist in the event
restrictions are required due to an outbreak.
The following are some of the key
achievements and activities undertaken
by, or involving the EPA, providing a
snapshot of our work in 2020-21. Further
information is provided in various sections
of the Report.
Assessments
The EPA completed 15 assessments
compared to 12 in 2019-20, and 68
remained in progress at the year’s end
compared to 54 at the end of last year.
A bilateral agreement between the State
and Commonwealth governments during
the year meant that the EPA Board’s
assessment of development proposals
that also require Commonwealth approval
under the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth),

may be accepted by the Commonwealth
for the purposes of making its approval
decision.There were seven assessments in
progress under the bilateral agreement in
2020-21.
Regulation
In 2020-21, the EPA regulated 367 Level
2 industrial activities.These activities are
regulated from EPA offices in Hobart,
Launceston and Ulverstone.The EPA’s
regulatory staff issued 39 Environment
Protection Notices (EPNs), undertook 35
Compliance Audits and conducted 98 site
inspections of these industrial premises
during the year.
Salmon regulation
The EPA regulated 65 salmon farming
activities, consisting of 44 marine farms, 20
inland fish farms and one reverse osmosis
water plant supporting marine finfish
farming activities. Environmental Licences
(EL) have now been issued for all inland
and marine finfish farming leases under
EMPCA, and progressive improvements
are being made to the environmental
management of inland fish farms with the
upgrade of EL conditions. Development
of a new environmental standard for the
management of marine finfish farming in
Tasmania is underway following a review
of environmental regulation in overseas
jurisdictions.

Wastewater treatment and reuse
The EPA regulates 80 Level 2 Municipal
Wastewater Treatment plants (WWTPs)
around the State.These are larger
WWTPs with capacity to treat an average
dry weather flow of over 100,000 litres
per day (equivalent to sewage from a
town of about 400 people).
The latest data available from the 201920 Tasmanian Water and Sewerage
State of the Industry Report, shows a
total of 51,401ML of treated effluent,
representing approximately 284kL per
property, was discharged to the following
receiving environments: 25,755ML (50%)
into estuarine waters; 12,786ML (25%)
into coastal waters; 6,837ML (13%) into
inland waters; and 6,023ML (12%) was
discharged to land as recycled water.
Waste and recycling
The latest annual data (2019-20) for waste
generation and disposal, shows that the
rates of recycling and composting have
both increased significantly, leading to an
increase in the total recovery rate from
26.0 percent in 2010-11 to 46.8 percent
in 2019-20.
Factors contributing to these trends
include improved data collection and
reporting for recycling and composting
in Tasmania, new and developing data
sources particularly within the industrial
sectors and actual increased rates of
recycling and composting in Tasmania.
Of the 440,451 tonnes of waste disposed
of to landfill during 2019-20 approximately
58.1 percent was generated by commercial
and industrial sector, 29.4 percent was
municipal waste, and 12.5 percent was
construction and demolition waste.
Waste initiatives
During 2019-20 the project to develop
a new registration system for Controlled
Waste Transport Registrations was
completed and the transfer of existing
registrations to the new platform
continues.
The EPA continues to be involved with
the national waste management agenda,
whilst exploring and adopting the agreed
national approaches to waste management
and data management.
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Contaminated sites

Incidents

During 2020-21, the EPA focused on
prevention of land and groundwater
pollution by implementing the newly made
Environmental Management and Pollution
Control (Underground Petroleum
Storage Systems) Regulations 2020 (UPSS
Regulations).

During 2020-2021, the EPA received 34
notifications of oil spills or the potential
for oil spills in the marine environment.

The EPA also continued to participate in
the nationally coordinated approach to
the management of PFAS, by contributing
to the development of the third version
of the PFAS National Environmental
Management Plan which is to be released
for public consultation in 2022. EPA
continued to manage PFAS in Tasmania by
progressing actions under the PFAS Action
Plan for Tasmania.
Savage River Mine Remediation
Over the past 12 months the Savage River
Rehabilitation Project (SRRP) has continued
its partnership with Grange Resources
Tasmania to reduce the environmental
effects resulting from legacy mining
operations between 1967 and 1996.
The EPA continued its monthly site
visits for water quality monitoring, with
sample analysis completed by Analytical
Services Tasmania. This information forms
the basis of the periodic water quality
reviews, which have demonstrated a
gradual improvement to the Savage River
downstream of the mine site.
The SRRP Strategic Plan 2020-23 was also
finalised in December 2020 and tabled
before the EPA Board, which includes a
3-year Action Plan to be updated annually.
Enforcement
The EPA uses relevant legislation and
regulation to assist in protecting the
environment from pollution and harm.
During the year an individual was fined
$3,500 in the Magistrates Courts for
dumping used tyres on private bushland
near Nugent, south-eastern Tasmania.
The Magistrate found the individual guilty
of breaching Regulation 7(1)(a) of the
Environmental Management and Pollution
Control (Waste Management) Regulations
2010 and ordered him to pay Court costs
and any applicable victims of crime levy.
Separately under the Litter Act 2007, 111
infringements were issued, up from 86 for
the 2019-20 period.

In December 2020, a heavy lift vehicle
containing a large amount of diesel and
hydraulic oil entered the water at Burnie
Port. Responders successfully contained
the spill and retrieved the vehicle.
A significant environmental event
occurred in September 2020 when
a mass whale stranding took place in
Macquarie Harbour on the West Coast.
The Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS)
led the emergency response, while the
EPA provided advice in relation to whale
carcass disposal.
Air quality monitoring
Tasmania’s air monitoring network, with
real-time reporting of air quality data from
35 stations, continued to provide valuable
public health information in 2020-2021.
For example, a research paper by the
University of Tasmania, published in 2020,
used air quality data from these stations
to estimate the annual health costs of
smoke-exposure to Tasmanians was near
$300 million, with the majority of this due
to wood heater smoke.The EPA continues
to run annual wood heater educational
messaging and supports local government
in wood heater smoke management
through focused measurement campaigns
and by the provision of technical advice.
Water Quality Monitoring
Technical water monitoring advice was
provided in relation to a number of
assessments during the year, including
the proposed new Bridgewater Bridge,
Tassal’s wastewater reuse activity at
Triabunna, Zeehan Landfill wetland
treatment, and Shree,Tenth Legion and
MMG Rosebery mining activities. Specialist
advice was also provided for several
investigations undertaken by the EPA,
including water sampling in the Plenty
River associated with release of pollutants
from a composting activity, Statewide
PFAS water quality monitoring program,
and monitoring in the Welcome River
Catchment. In relation to salmon farming,
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water quality monitoring continued at
Macquarie Harbour, Okehampton Bay and
Mercury Passage, and south east region
including Port Arthur, Storm Bay, and
D’Entrecasteaux Channel.
Sponsorship
For the eighth consecutive year, the EPA
sponsored the EPA Sustainability Award,
which is part of the Tasmanian Community
Achievement Awards. Neville Smith
Forest Products Pty Ltd of Mowbray won
the 2020 EPA Sustainability Award for
its commitment to cleaner production,
waste minimisation and energy efficiency,
and demonstrating measurable benefits
to the environment and the timber
industry through its business innovation
and leadership The EPA also continued
to sponsor the annual conferences for
Kids4Kids education program and the
Environmental Health Association.
Finally, I wish to thank the EPA Board for
its work over the past 12 months and
acknowledge the dedicated work of the
staff of EPA Tasmania.Together with the
Chair of the EPA Board, I am pleased to
present the combined achievements of
the EPA in the following report. I look
forward to reporting on the progress of
the EPA in 2020-21.

Wes Ford
Director
Environment Protection Authority
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Mission Statement
Our Vision

Professionalism

A clean, healthy and sustainable Tasmania.

Our Purpose
To protect and enhance the quality of the
Tasmanian environment in balance with
economic and social values, and the needs
of future generations.

We strive to perform all our work
to relevant professional standards for
environmental management and pollution
control, and to conduct ourselves in
accordance with principles and rules
established in the Tasmanian State Services
Act 2000.

Our Goals
Clean Air

Our Values

Air quality that protects the health and
amenity of our community.

Objectivity
Our work is underpinned by scientific
principles, objectivity, professional rigour
and the best available information.We use
contemporary science and technology to
make informed decisions.
Independence

Clean Water
Water quality that supports the values and
uses that our community, industries and
economy require.

The EPA makes informed decisions based
on sound evidence at a distance from
Government.We answer to Parliament
and the Tasmanian public for our
performance.

Clean Land

Leadership

Acceptable Noise

We make decisions to improve
environmental outcomes that also
support business and industry and the
community. Opinions are expressed on
significant issues where appropriate in
order to influence Government policy and
environmental goals.

An environment in which noise is not
unreasonably intrusive and does not
compromise community health or amenity.

Collaboration
We consult with, and listen to, a wide
range of interests, views and stakeholders
across the community.We value working
in partnership with other agencies to
improve decisions and outcomes.

Land that is free of contaminants that
would prevent its intended use or pollute
the environment.

Sustainable Use of Resources
Development that supports a productive
community and economy, while sustaining
the potential of our natural resources to
meet the needs of future generations.

Transparency
Working with the community and industry
requires us to share our directions and
achievements openly. It is important for us
to show how and why we have made our
decisions, and how we have delivered on
our commitments.
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Who we are
• advise the Minister on any matter that
may significantly affect the achievement
of the objectives of the EMPCA, and

The EPA consists of a Board and a
Director; the Board has an independent
Chair, Deputy Chair and two other
members alongside the Director.
A Deputy member may be appointed if
a Board member is unable to perform his
or her duties for any reason. All members
of the EPA Board are appointed based on
their experience and expertise as set out
in legislation (EMPCA), bringing knowledge
of environmental management across a
range of fields.
Statutory role
The EPA’s principal statutory role is to
administer and enforce the provisions of
the EMPCA, and in particular, to use its
best endeavours to:
• further the sustainable development and
environmental management and pollution
control objectives of the EMPCA

Act 2020. The Director is in charge of
the day-to-day regulatory decisions in
relation to larger scale (Level 2) industrial
activities, contaminated sites and issues of
environmental harm or nuisance.

• ensure that activities do not cause
unacceptable pollution

The Tasmanian Environment Protection
Authority (EPA) was established as an
independent statutory authority under the
Environmental Management and Pollution
Control Act 1994 (EMPCA) on 1 July 2008
as an integral part of Tasmania’s Resource
Management and Planning System.

• ensure that economic instruments and
issues are considered in policy and
program implementation.
Responsibilities
The Board’s primary functions are to assess
environmental impacts and determine
appropriate operating conditions for the
larger scale developments described in
EMPCA. Other areas of responsibility
include environmental agreements, audits,
improvement programs, financial assurances,
the Environment Protection Fund, the
Savage River Rehabilitation Project, fee
remissions and policy implementation.
The EPA Director has a range of functions
and powers prescribed in EMPCA,
including a number of powers exercised
under delegation from the Board; and
is also responsible for administering the
Litter Act 2007 and the Marine-related
Incidents (MARPOL Implementation)

The Board and Director make
determinations independently of the
Minister and elected Government.They
are supported in their roles by the staff
of EPA Tasmania, a Division of DPIPWE
(see Figure 1).This professional support
is through the provision of advice –
specialist, scientific, technical, regulatory
and policy – along with the daily operation
and activities of the EPA, which are
reflected in this Report.These activities
include assessing development proposals,
setting environmental conditions and
performance requirements, facilitating
compliance and enforcement, responding
to incidents and complaints, informing
policy, collecting and analysing data,
monitoring environmental quality, and
promoting sustainability.

EPA TASMANIA
Director

Deputy Director

Policy & Business Branch

Waste Initiatives

Environmental Operations
South Branch

Environmental Operations
North Branch

Scientific & Technical

Analytical Services
Tasmania

Business Services

Waste Policy &
Programs Section

Industrial Operations

Northern Regulation

Air Specialist:

Client Services

Environmental Policy
& Support Services

Container Refund
Scheme Section

Contaminated Land
& Waste Systems

Waste & Wastewater

Water Specialist:

Business Development
Manager

Salmon Environmental
Management

Noise Specialist:

Biological Testing

Assessments

Waste Levy Data
System Project

Project Manager
Remediation:

Organic Testing

Compliance &
Incident Response

Salmon Environmental
Standard

Senior Legal
Services Officer

Inorganic Chemistry (Nutrient)

Media &
Communications

Inorganic Chemistry (Metals)

Marine Pollution

LIMS Manager

Figure 1. Organisational chart of the EPA and EPA Tasmania (30 June 2021)
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EPA Board
Current EPA Board Members
The current Board membership commenced on 16 February 2021 and included reappointment of Belinda Hazell as the Deputy
Chairperson and Member. Amanda Locatelli who was the Deputy Member was reappointed as a Member. Andrew Paul (Chairperson)
and Ian Cresswell (Member) were newly appointed to their roles and Mark Gifford was appointed as the Deputy Member who can act
in the place of a Member at a meeting if that Member is not able to attend any meetings.
Statement of Expectation/Statement of Intent
It is a legislative requirement under EMPCA that the Minister provides the EPA Board with a Statement of Expectation (SoE), which sets
out the Tasmanian Government’s objectives and priorities for the Board.The SoE may encompass any matter relating to the functions of the
Board but cannot prevent the Board from independently performing its statutory functions.
The Board is required to respond to the Minister with a Statement of Intent (SoI) setting out how it will meet these expectations.The most
recent SoE and SoI were finalised on 28 March 2019 and 10 May 2019, respectively. Both documents are available on the EPA website.The
SoI sets the blueprint for the Board’s objectives for the period until mid-2020 and includes performance measures. A report against each of
these measures is provided in Table 1. It is expected that the next SoE will be finalised soon for the Board to respond with its SoI.

Andrew Paul
(Chair)

Belinda Hazell
(Deputy Chair)

Amanda Locatelli
(Board Member)
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Ian Cresswell
(Board Member)

Wes Ford
(Board Member)
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Achievements

Table 1. EPA Board’s Performance Measures and Objectives

Objectives

Performance Measures

Assessment

Ensure the Board carries out Assessments completed within the
timeframes required by the Act.
its functions and activities
in conformance with the
requirements of the Act.

Fifteen Level 2 assessments were completed, 6 by the Board
and 9 under delegation. One of these assessments was not
completed within the statutory timeframe.

Board decisions not overturned
because of incorrect procedures.

Achieved.

Process in place to deal with conflicts
of interest before they arise.

Achieved.

No decisions overturned because a
participating member had a conflict of
interest.

Achieved.

All decisions of the Board, Assessment
Reports and the conditions set on
permits published on the EPA website.

Achieved.

Provide leadership and
direction on matters of
environmental quality and
sustainability

Complete and publish a Strategic
Plan for the Authority for the period
2020/23.

Not achieved.The Strategic Issues Workshop to initiate
the Strategic Plan review was delayed by the COVID-19
pandemic. A review of progress against the Strategic Plan was
completed in July 2020.

Address the specific matters
and priority issues identified
in the Minister’s Statement
of Expectation.

Respond to the recommendations
of the Review of Administrative
Processes in the Assessment of Level
2 and Called-in Activities to make the
assessment process more efficient and
effective.

The recommendations of the review have been largely
implemented and the EPA continues to review and update
guidelines to help streamline the assessment process.

Revise the Board’s Annual Fee
Remission Guidelines for the variable
component of annual permit fees
to make them more effective in
promoting and rewarding better
environmental performance.

At its December 2020 meeting the Board considered an
options paper and agreed to replace the Guidelines with
a less detailed and more concise version.The Board also
undertook to write to the Minister outlining its concerns with
the Scheme.

Annual report includes a statement of
achievements against Board objectives
and the Minister’s Statement of
Expectation

Achieved.

Ensure the Board’s decisionmaking is independent,
transparent and objective.

Strategic Plan
The EPA’s Strategic Plan is focused on the strategic goals for clean air, clean water, clean land, acceptable noise and sustainable resource
use; and establishes the priorities, objectives and tasks consistent with the longer-term vision and purpose of the EPA.The current
Strategic Plan was finalised in November 2016 and is available on the EPA website.The Strategic Plan is currently under review.
General and Special Meetings
During 2020-21 the EPA Board met formally for general Board meetings on nine occasions. In addition, it held one out-of-session
meeting.Table 2 lists attendance by Board members at these meetings over the period.
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During 2020-21 the EPA Board:
• Undertook the environmental assessment
of six proposed Level 2 activities (detailed
under Development Assessments).
• Discussed how the Board satisfies itself
that the Sustainable Development
Objectives of the EMPC Act are met
during its assessment process.
• Approved funding from the Environment
Protection Fund for the project:
Identifying risk to Tasmanian wedge-tailed
eagles from wind energy development:
A state-wide model for risk collision.
• Noted updates on the Environmental
Health Officer Workforce Development
Project.
• Undertook a strategic issues workshop in
July 2020 to:
- Audit the Board’s performance against
the 2016-2019 Strategic Plan;
- Discuss updating of the Strategic Plan for
2020-2023;
- Audit the Board’s performance against
the Statement of Expectation and
Statement of Intent;
- Review the role of the Board and how
it functions;
- Discuss the Board’s scope for assessing
natural values and what natural values
the general public expect the Board to
assess; and
- Discuss the EPA’s communications
strategy.
• Considered policy documents related to
waste governance and implementation
of the waste levy.
• Approved a policy to lower the noise limits
used for future wind energy proposals.

• Noted the Discretionary Information
Disclosure Policy relating to provision of
information to the public.

REPORT

- Department of Education Kids4Kids
Project (2021 & 2022);
- Local Government Association of
Tasmania Annual Conferences
(2019-2021); and

• Undertook several field inspections
including:
- A proposed abattoir located near
Scottsdale;

- Environmental Health Australia
(Tasmania) Conferences (2019-2021).

- A proposed composting facility located
near St Leonards; and

• Reviewed the post approval history of
two developments (Ridley Agriproducts
Aquafeed Mill and Biomar Groups
Aquaculture Feed Manufacturing
Facility) to see how effective the
Board’s conditions were and whether
the predictions in the approval
documentation have proven accurate.

- A proposed mine expansion at Savage
River.
• Approved technical guidance for setting
Water Quality Objectives in Tasmania.
• Determined a number of applications for
Special Fee Remissions due to lack of, or
delayed production.

• Approved Atmospheric Dispersion
Modelling Guidelines.

• Developed guidance for helping determine
when the Board or Director should
approve guidelines.

• Noted details pertaining to the Major
Infrastructure Development Approvals
(North West Transmission Upgrades
Project) Order 2020.

• Discussed the viability of the fee remission
schemes and options for amending /
replacing / removing the schemes.

• Approved a Regulatory Framework for
the Sustainable Discharge of Treated
Wastewater from Level 2 Wastewater
Treatment Plants.

• Reviewed progress with and approved the
annual budget and strategic plan 20202023 for the Savage River Rehabilitation
Project (SRRP).

• Updated its delegations to the Director,
EPA, Deputy Director, EPA Tasmania and
Manager, Assessments.

• Approved, in principle, funding from the
SRRP component of the Environment
Protection Fund for the 2020/21 period
for the Old Tailings Dam (OTD):

• Reviewed the EPA Board – EPA Tasmania
protocols.
• As part of its program to ensure sound
administration and governance:

- Collection Bund Project
- Cobalt Recovery Research Project

- Reviewed registers the Board is required
to maintain;

- Stability Assessment.

- Monitored the Environment Protection
Fund; and

• Continued sponsorship of the following
projects / events:

- Carried out annual reviews of delegations,
authorisations and protocols and re-made
or amended these as required.

-Tasmanian Community Achievement
Awards EPA Sustainability Award
(2019-2021);

Table 2. EPA Board members meeting attendances in 2020-21

Jul 2020

Aug
2020

Sep
2020

Oct
2020

Nov
2020

Dec
2020

Mar
2021

Mar
2021

Apr
2021

May
2021

Totals

W Jones

6

A Ferrier

6

C Buxton

6

B Hazell

9

W Ford

9

D Cook

7

C Ong

3

A Locatelli

5

A Paul

4

I Cresswell

4

M Gifford

2

Notes:

Attended regular meeting

Attended as observer
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Attended special meeting
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Clean Air

During 2020-21, the EPA contributed to the
achievement of its air quality related goals by:

Clean air is vital for the health
of our community, our economy
and for the enjoyment of our
natural environment.To ensure
the continued improvement
of air quality across Tasmania,
the EPA is committed to
implementing EMPCA and the
Environment Protection Policy
on Air Quality (Air Policy); and
to achieving the national air
quality standards and goals set
in the National Environment
Protection (Ambient Air
Quality) Measure (Air NEPM).

• Providing expert advice on the management
of air quality issues, including evaluating air
dispersion modelling of odour and other
pollutants emitted to air, for the assessment
of industrial activities.
• Providing air specialist expertise to facilitate
the regulation of industrial facilities ensuring
air emissions comply with regulatory
requirements and impacts of air pollution
are minimised.
• Monitoring ambient air particle
concentrations at the Launceston, Hobart
and Devonport reference level stations in
accordance with the requirements of the
Air NEPM.
• Operating the statewide BLANkET
(Base-Line-Air-Network-of-EPA-Tasmania)
network of 35 stations to measure ambient
air particle concentrations across Tasmania
and report to the EPA website in real-time.

12

• Monitoring winter air quality in Tasmanian
communities using the car-based TravelBLANkET equipment and relocatable
BLANkET systems, to improve knowledge
of air quality issues and better understand
the extent of population exposure to
wood smoke.This included the first
air quality studies of the townships of
Beauty Point and Beaconsfield and three
campaigns in Launceston.
• Addressing the impact of smoke from
planned burns by working with relevant
government agencies to improve the
effectiveness of the Coordinated Smoke
Management System and improving
understanding of smoke dispersion from
planned burns using air quality monitoring
and satellite imagery.
• Monitoring ambient levels of sulphur
dioxide in the vicinity of the Hobart Port
and reporting results in near real-time
to the EPA website.The Hobart Port
monitoring station ceased operation in
September 2020.

EPA ANNUAL

Clean Water
Water quality that is safe for
community use and meets
environmental requirements is a
critical concern of the EPA.The
EPA’s aim is to achieve sustainable
development and management of
water quality by implementing the
EMPCA and the State Policy on
Water Quality Management 1997.

During 2020-21, the EPA contributed to
the achievement of its water quality related
goals by:
• Providing specialist advice to the
assessment and regulatory areas in
the EPA and EPA Board for Level 2
activities, and where requested to Local
Government for Level 1 and other
activities.
• Providing specialist advice, by assessing
potential impacts on surface and
ground water quality from emissions,
on environmental management plans
and environmental impact statements,
and ambient monitoring reports, and
discharge management plans.
• Providing specialist advice to the Salmon
Environmental Management Section and
associated advisory and working groups.
• Undertaking strategic ambient water
monitoring programs to assist in
water quality management planning
for Macquarie Harbour Water Quality
Program, and to augment and validate
existing baseline environmental
monitoring programs at Macquarie
Harbour, Okehampton Bay and Mercury
Passage, and south east region including
D’Entrecasteaux Channel, Port Arthur,
and Storm Bay.
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• Maintaining the currency of the Oil Spill
Response Atlas, implementing strategic
programs, and contributing to response
plans for coastal and marine areas.
• Providing specialist advice to scientific
and technical steering committees and
working groups for fresh water, estuarine
and marine ecological health assessments,
under the National Water Quality
Management Strategy (NWQMS).
• Supporting the monitoring work of the
Derwent Estuary Program and Tamar
Estuary and Esk River Program.
• Monitoring for discharges during
incidents, auditing regulated activities,
investigating non-compliance,
enforcing environmental regulations
and prosecuting if necessary, in order
to protect water quality values and
reduce impacts from environmentally
significant activities.
• Regulating 80 Level 2 Wastewater
Treatment Plants (WWTPs)
throughout the State, operated by
TasWater (77), Parks and Wildlife
Service (2), and Port Arthur Historic
Site Management Authority (1).
• Engaging with TasWater regarding
public wastewater management and
strategic planning for improvements to
infrastructure.
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Clean Land

During 2020-21, the EPA contributed to the
achievement of its clean land related goals by:

Land contaminated by
environmentally hazardous
materials can potentially affect
the health and amenity of
communities and taint surface
and groundwaters, presenting
a burden for future generations.
The EPA has been pursuing
the goal of clean land through
pursuing the objectives of
EMPCA, and implementing the
Environmental Management
and Pollution Control (Waste
Management) Regulations
2020, and by using the
Environmental Management
and Pollution Control
(Underground Petroleum
Storage Systems) Regulations
2020 to prevent future
contamination and to manage
past contamination.

• Reducing the risks from contaminated land
by undertaking regulatory activities such
as rule setting, compliance assessment
and management, and management of
land and groundwater pollution at priority
contaminated sites.
• Implementing the Environmental
Management and Pollution Control
(Underground Petroleum Storage Systems)
Regulations 2020 (UPSS Regulations) to
reflect improvements in knowledge and
technology, and to better protect UPSS
owners and operators, the public and the
environment from the impact of fuel leaks.
• Preventing and reducing pollution associated
with fuel storage by assessing compliance
and managing non-compliance with the
UPSS Regulations.
• Taking steps to ensure that contaminated
land and groundwater is managed to a high
standard by implementing a certification
scheme for contaminated land professionals.
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• Improving the accessibility of information
relating to contaminated sites by
providing a layer on LISTmap showing
active UPSSs and sites where a UPSS
has been temporarily or permanently
decommissioned and including the
locations and details of notices served
to investigate, remediate or manage
contaminated sites.
• Participating in the nationally coordinated
approach for PFAS management, working
with lead entities to address PFAS
contamination, implementing the PFAS
Action Plan, and publishing a Progress
Update in July 2021.
• Providing data collection and collation
services to commercial, government and
community relating to contaminated land,
and waste generation and recovery.
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Acceptable Noise
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During 2020-21, the EPA contributed
to the achievement of its noise related
goals by:

Continued exposure to unacceptable
noise levels can have an adverse
• Ensuring that assessments of potential
impacts from new or expanded Level
effect on human health and the
2 activities include a suitably detailed
community’s quality of life.The
review of noise and/or vibration
Environment Protection Policy
generation and that predicted noise and
(Noise) 2009 (Noise EPP) was
vibration levels are within appropriate
limits.
formulated as a framework to
• Reviewing the operating conditions
guide management of noise in
relating to noise from existing Level 2
several key areas including planning,
activities.
transport infrastructure development,
• Reviewing the conditions for quarries
commercial and industrial activities,
that use blasting against ground vibration
domestic and miscellaneous sources
and airblast over-pressure limits.
of noise.
• Providing specialist advice and technical
assistance to local council Environmental
Health Officers in relation to managing
noise from Level 1 activities and general
neighbourhood noise.
• Providing advice and reviewing
operating conditions for marine farming
operations, dealing with major sources
of noise such as air compressors, diesel
generators, fish feeding and work
vessels.
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Sustainable
Use of Resources
As a component of Tasmania’s
Resource Management and
Planning System (RMPS),
the EPA aims to further
the objectives of the RMPS,
including the promotion of the
sustainable development of
natural and physical resources,
and the maintenance of
ecological processes and
genetic diversity.
Sustainability is a foundation
of the EPA’s vision for a
Tasmania that is clean, healthy
and sustainable.This principle
is applied across the range
of activities undertaken by
the EPA and it is pursued
actively through partnerships,
community engagement,
sponsorship, and education
programs.

During 2020-21, the EPA contributed to the
promotion of sustainable resource use:
• Continuing with the EPA Sponsorship
Program with support for the annual Awards
Australia EPA Sustainability Award and the
annual conference for the Environmental
Health Association (Tas). As the annual
Kids4Kids environment conference was not
held in 2020 due to COVID-19, the EPA
allocation of $4,000 was carried over into the
2021/22 financial year.
• The amount of educational, hands-on
activities about waste and litter at events
was limited due to COVID-19, however EPA
Tasmania was able to conduct school holiday
activities at Tasmanian Museum and Art
Gallery relating to the sources and impact of
microplastics in the ocean.
• The EPA conducted an online mentorship
role to students involved with the Youth
Climate Leaders conference in 2020, and
also trained Parks and Wildlife Discovery
Rangers about hands-on activities they could
conduct with parks visitors, to teach them
about the importance of managing waste
and litter.
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• Two new EPA teaching resources on waste
were developed in 2021, one for early
childhood and the other on Food Waste
for Grade 5 students.This is part of a
suite of five resources that the EPA have
developed, with another in development.
• Through the Peter Underwood Centre
UCTV Alive for Kids program, EPA staff
ran a live conversation about minimising
plastic waste and demonstrated beeswax
wrap making.Twelve schools joined online,
and the demonstration became a YouTube
channel with 160 hits within a short period
of time.
• EPA staff presented waste education
workshops at two science teachers
conferences, one in Hobart and one in
Launceston.
• The EPA supports the Government’s
waste and resource recovery framework,
which is based on the circular economy
approach to valuing and maximising the
use of resources and minimising waste.

EPA ANNUAL
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Environmental
Assessments
Development proposals for Level 2 activities
listed in Schedule 2 of EMPCA must be
referred to the Board for environmental
impact assessment. Occasionally non-Level
2 activities may also be called-in by the
Director for assessment by the Board.
After an initial scoping phase, the EPA
provides guidance to the proponent on
the information that must be provided
to enable the proposal to be assessed.
Once this information has been submitted,
comments are invited from the public and
relevant government agencies.At this point
the proponent may be required to provide
additional information to assist the EPA
Board in its assessment.
The Board may either refuse a proposal or
require Council (the Planning Authority) to
impose conditions and restrictions on any
subsequent permit granted. In other cases,
the Director may issue an Environment
Protection Notice (EPN) containing the
EPA’s conditions and restrictions, which are
designed to prevent or mitigate adverse
environmental impacts of the proposal.

Detailed information for each assessment,
including the Board’s assessment reports
and permit conditions, is provided on the
EPA website.
During 2020-21, 15 assessments were
completed (as listed in Table 3), compared
with 12 in 2019-20, 26 in 2018-19, 24 in
2017-18 and 17 in 2016-17.These include
five quarries, two mines, a sand extractive
pit, a rock processing facility, a fish
processing facility, an abattoir, a hatchery
and wastewater treatment facility, an inland
fish farm, a premix bitumen plant and a
waste storage and recycling facility. In total,
68 assessments were in progress at the
close of the 2020-21 year, compared to
54 at the end of the previous year. A list
of active assessments which have been
formally lodged with the EPA is available
on the EPA website.
A bilateral agreement between the
State and Commonwealth governments
means that the EPA Board’s assessment
of development proposals that also
require Commonwealth approval under
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
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Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth), may be
accepted by the Commonwealth for the
purposes of making its approval decision.
Table 4 provides details of the seven
assessments that were in progress under
the bilateral agreement in 2020-21.
The Board’s Statement of Intent includes
performance measures aimed at ensuring
that the Board carries out its assessments
according to the statutory timeframes
that apply to stages of the assessment
process. Performance measures are the
number of assessments completed on
time and the number of assessment
decisions appealed and overturned. In
2020-21, 93.34 percent of assessments
compared with 100 percent last year,
were completed within the timeframe
and no decisions were appealed and
overturned.
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Table 3. Completed EPA Assessments for 2020-21

Client

Location

Activity

Date

Decision

Gaspersic Contracting Pty Ltd

Mount Jukes Road,
QUEENSTOWN TAS 7467

A rock processing facility
with materials handling

8/07/2020

EPA A/Deputy
Director

Huon Aquaculture Company Pty Ltd

7216 & 7218 Bass Highway,
SASSAFRAS TAS 7307

A fish processing facility

4/08/2020

EPA Board

GL & DH Males

2472 South Arm Road,
SOUTH ARM TAS 7022

A sand extractive pit

19/08/2020

EPA Director

Ten Mile Enterprises Pty Ltd

345 Ten Mile Track,
SPRINGFIELD TAS 7260

An abattoir

1/09/2020

EPA Board

D. N. Hughes

81 Evandale Road,WESTERN
JUNCTION TAS 7212

A quarry with
materials handling

6/10/2020

EPA Board

Gadtech Materials Pty Ltd

Nichols Road, NUBEENA TAS 7184

A quarry with
materials handling

3/11/2020

EPA Board

Sunnyside Pastoral Pty Ltd

2355 Bridgenorth Road,
WESTWOOD TAS 7292

A quarry with
materials handling

10/11/2020

EPA Director

Ornatas Pty Ltd

31 Nubeena Crescent,
TAROONA TAS 7053

A hatchery and
wastewater
treatment facility

1/12/2020

EPA Board

Roadways Pty Ltd

1 Parkholme Drive,
BRIDGEWATER TAS 7030

A premix bitumen plant

10/12/2020

EPA Director

Railton Agricultural Lime Pty Ltd

Lot 1 Youngmans Road,
RAILTON TAS 7305

A quarry with
materials handling

24/12/2020

EPA A/Deputy
Director

Gadtech Materials Pty Ltd

355 Woodsdale Road,
RUNNYMEDE TAS 7190

A quarry with
materials handling

19/01/2021

EPA Director

Mountain Stream Fishery Pty Ltd

38036 Tasman Highway,
TARGA TAS 7259

An inland fin fish farm

9/03/2021

EPA Director

Recycal Pty Ltd

256 George Town Road,
ROCHERLEA TAS 7248

A waste storage and
recycling facility

1/04/2021

EPA Director

Tartana Resources Ltd

Henty Road, ZEEHAN TAS 7469

A mine and materials
handling facility

1/04/2021

EPA Director

Grange Resources (Tasmania) Pty Ltd

Mine Road, SAVAGE RIVER TAS 7321

A mine and mineral works

22/04/2021

EPA Board

Table 4. Assessments completed or in-progress under the Commonwealth-State Bilateral Agreement in 2020-21

Client

Location

Activity

Venture Minerals Limited

Mt Livingstone, off Pieman Rd,Tullah

Mine and materials handling In progress

Venture Minerals Limited

Mt Lindsay Tin-Tungsten-Magnetite Mine
Project, off Pieman Rd,Tullah

Mine and mineral works

In progress

Bluestone Mines Tasmania
Joint Venture Pty Ltd

Rentails (Renison Tailings Treatment) Project,
Renison Bell Mine, Renison Bell

Tailings re-processing
plant

In progress

Epuron Projects Pty Ltd

Guildford Rd, North West Tasmania

Wind farm

In progress

Epuron Projects Pty Ltd

St Patricks Plains, Central Highlands

Wind Farm

In Progress

UPC Robbins Island Pty Ltd

Robbins Island, North West

Wind farm

In Progress

MMG Australia Ltd

South Marionoak, Rosebery

Waste depot

In Progress

19

Status

EPA Annual Report 2020-21

Activities

Regulation of Industrial
Operations
The EPA regulates Level 2 activities, as
defined in Schedule 2 of EMPCA, that are
primarily large industrial operations involved
with energy generation and supply, food
and beverage processing, metallurgical and
chemical processing, wood processing,
mining and extractive industries.The aim of
the EPA’s industrial regulation is to ensure
environmental risks are managed, and that
they do not result in unacceptable impacts
to the environment.
EPA-regulated activities must be operated in
accordance with conditions set by the EPA
Board, generally contained in permits issued
by planning authorities (local councils), which
may be varied as necessary by the Director
via an Environment Protection Notice (EPN).
The conditions for Level 2 activities are
revised periodically if there is a change in the
nature of operations or environmental risk.
Stand-alone EPNs are also issued to require
clean-up or to prevent environmental harm
or environmental nuisance.

In 2020-21, the EPA regulated 367 Level
2 industrial activities.These activities are
regulated from EPA offices in Hobart,
Launceston and Ulverstone.The EPA uses
a risk-based approach when regulating
industry, including scheduled reviews of legal
instruments, compliance audits, follow-up
actions to address problems, and responding
to complaints and incidents.
Activity measures for the regulation of
industrial activities in 2020-21 are shown in
Table 5, and a summary of notable regulation
activities undertaken in 2020-21 is provided
in Table 6.
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Table 5. Regulatory activities for Level 2 premises in 2020-21 compared with the previous four years

Activity Measures (Number)

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

Environment Protection Notices Issued

64

47

48

46

39

Compliance Audits

97

89

79

38

35

Site Inspections

152

130

170

103

98

Table 6. Notable regulatory activity for industrial premises 2020-21

Notable regulatory activity summary 2020 -2021
Beaconsfield Gold Mine - Wetlands Cleanup
Following an Environment Protection Notice (EPN) issued by EPA remediation of the contaminated Beaconsfield wetland system has commenced.
The sludges in the wetlands originated from the treatment of underground mine water from the Beaconsfield Mine.The remediation works
involve removal sludge from the wetlands and transportation to the Beaconsfield Gold Mine for future processing and gold recovery.The wetlands
remediation is required to be completed by December 2022.
Scottsdale Abattoir
The EPA Board approved conditions to manage the potential environmental risks arising from the construction and operation of a pig processing
facility at Springfield on 3 September 2020.These conditions were subsequently included in a permit issued to Ten Mile Creek Enterprise by
Dorset Council.The proponents completed construction in late 2020 and commenced operations on the 25th of January 2021.The mangement
of wastewater generated by the activity is a key environmental consideration for the EPA. An interim Environment Approval containing
management conditions has been issued to the operators of the abattoir to permit the application of treated wastewater onto pasture under
certain circumstances.This interim irrigation approval will provide additional data to inform the development of a long term Wastewater Re-use
Environmental Management Plan for the facility.
Recycling of Waste Concrete
The EPA coordinates with quarry operators and local Councils to facilitate the recycling of waste concrete within level 2 quarries around the state.
During the 2020-2021 period 19,000 tonnes of waste concrete was combined with rock extracted from the quarries to produce road base and fill
products.This beneficial reuse reduces material costs, reduces the amount of material that goes to landfill and maximises the quarry rock resource.
Concrete is sourced from either concrete plants co-located within the quarry site or transported from concrete batch plants located offsite.The
waste concrete is received in a hardened or spadeable form to reduce the potential impact of dust and alkaline run-off.
Water treatment at Dover fish processing facility
Following successful trials of improvements to wastewater treatment at a Dover fish processing facility, the EPA imposed conditions in relation to the
ongoing improvements to wastewater treatment. A heating system acts to support the biological processes involved in treating effluent produced
by the activity during the colder periods of the year. Effluent discharge monitoring has shown a reduction in the level of pollutants and improved
compliance during winter months.
Granville Harbour
Construction of the Granville Harbour Wind Farm commenced in September 2018 with full commercial operation being achieved in December
2020. During construction, regular checks by the EPA against permit conditions and associated management plans identified some issues relating to
compliance with the Construction Environmental Management Plan.The proponent actively worked with the EPA to resolve these matters and the
site has subsequently achieved a high level of environmental compliance and site rehabilitation. An EPN has been issued to West Coast Wind for the
ongoing operation of the wind farm.
Triabunna Fish Rendering Facility – Odour Improvements
EPA have overseen improvements to a Triabunna fish rendering plant that increased capacity of the biofilter for treating off-gas odour and installation
of a grease trap to reduce the accumulation of fatty material at a wastewater dam. Further odour modelling will be undertaken to help ensure that
odour emissions are appropriately managed.
Tasmanian Feedlots
Tasmania Feedlot Pty Ltd operates the Powranna Feedlot producing 9,000 and 12,000 head of cattle per year. In June 2021 the EPA issued EPN
10182/1 to ensure the considerable infrastructure improvements and changes to operational management at the facility were captured in the
conditions under which the feedlot is authorised to operate. Conditions contained in the EPN primarily relate to the management of the settling
ponds, solid waste management and the application of wastewater irrigation. Monitoring of wastewater, irrigated soils and groundwater is now
targeted to track nutrient loading onto paddocks and to better understand and manage any risk arising from the mobilisation of salts.
Tailings Storage Facilities – Construction Works
In 2021-2022 the EPA provided regulatory oversight for tailings storage facilities at Hellyer, Henty, Kara and Rosebery mine sites. Potential
environmental impacts being managed include discharge water quality, threatened species and acid rock drainage through geochemical screening of
construction materials. As part of the ongoing Closure Study of the Bobadil Tailings Storage Facility at Rosebery, trial cover systems were installed
along with performance monitoring instrumentation.
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Salmon Aquaculture
Regulation
The EPA regulated 65 premises involved in
finfish aquaculture, consisting of 44 marine
farms in State waters, one reverse osmosis
water plant supporting marine finfish
farming activities and 20 inland fish farms in
2020-21.
The licensed marine farming leases occupy
a total of 2,593 hectares, with farming
conducted in all regions across the State.
For management purposes the leases
are grouped under seven marine farming
development plan areas.They are the
Tasman Peninsula; Huon River estuary
and D’Entrecasteaux Channel; Storm Bay;
Okehampton Bay; Macquarie Harbour; and
the Tamar Estuary. Each of these areas has
its own set of environmental considerations
and management controls.The EPA
also regulates a reverse osmosis facility
associated with finfish farming activities at
Okehampton Bay.

Environmental Licences (ELs) have been
issued for all marine finfish farming leases
under EMPCA, which have largely carried
over relevant environmental conditions
from existing marine farming licences.A new
environmental standard for the management
of marine finfish farming in Tasmania is
currently being developed.
Progressive improvements have been made
to the environmental management of fish
farms currently producing salmonids (salmon
and trout species) in Tasmania’s inland
waters.A range of environmental regulation
processes which were in place prior to the
EPA taking responsibility have now been
consolidated into ELs. Conditions for each of
these premises are being steadily upgraded
based on improvements in data and with
industry input, to ensure contemporary
environmental regulation of these facilities.
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The Salmon Environmental Management
Section comprises nine staff in the Section’s
Marine Compliance and Audit Unit, the
Land-based Activities Compliance and Audit
Unit, and the Policy and Projects Unit.A
range of tasks were implemented with the
support of EPA Tasmania’s Policy Section,
Water Section,Analytical Services Tasmania
and the Marine Farming Branch, DPIPWE.
In 2020-21, the following activities were
undertaken:
• Issue of 9 ELs for inland and marine
fish farming activities (6 renewals,
and 3 varied).
• Organise and co-ordinate review by
international experts of the Broadscale
Environmental Monitoring Programs
(BEMP) for 3 marine farming development
plan areas.The BEMP reviews cover the
D’Entrecasteaux Channel and Huon River
region, Storm Bay and Macquarie Harbour.
Recommendations from the review are
being used in the development of the
new environmental standard for regulating
salmon.
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• Undertake a review of approaches used in
Tasmania and internationally to set proxy
production limits for marine finfish farming.
The review informed the development of
an industry consultation paper regarding
the EPAs approach to setting proxy
production limits for marine salmonid
farms. Recommendations from the
review and outcomes from consultation
will inform the development of the new
environmental standard.
• Ongoing development of environmental
standard to reflect contemporary
approaches to monitoring the
environmental impacts of salmon farming
in the Tasmanian environment.
• Setting and evaluation of requirements for
baseline environmental surveys for issuing
of new marine ELs in new locations (e.g.
Storm Bay).
• Undertaking regular compliance
assessment activities associated with all
existing marine finfish farms, including
the setting and evaluation of monthly,
bi-monthly, four-monthly, and annual video

surveys; and other surveys (e.g. prestocking or follow-up) as required.
• Analysis and interpretation of monitoring
and research data to support regulatory
decision making.
• Developing and documenting internal
procedures for the EPA regulation of fish
farms.
• Drafting environmental conditions and
discharge limits for inclusion in inland fish
farm environmental licences.
• Ongoing development of staff capacity
in new electronic data storage and
management functions.
• Providing operational input and advice
regarding proposals for legislative changes.
• Provide representation for DPIPWE on
the Scientific Advisory Council for the Blue
Economy Cooperative Research Centre.
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• Providing input into marine farm planning
and biosecurity processes where relevant
to environmental management and
compliance.
• Provision of information and advice to
support the EPA assessments of inland fish
farm proposals.
• Providing information on environmental
regulation of the salmon industry in
response to queries from members of the
public, community groups, organisations,
politicians and the media.
• Ongoing data provision for the Tasmanian
Salmon Farming Data portal on the
DPIPWE website.
• Providing scientific input and support
to the Institute of Marine and Antarctic
Studies (University of Tasmania) and
Fisheries Research and Development
Corporation fish farm research projects.

• Responding to enquiries and complaints
from the public about issues associated
with fish farming activities.
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Wastewater
Management
The EPA regulates 80 Level 2 Municipal
Wastewater Treatment plants (WWTPs)
around the State.These are larger WWTPs
with capacity to treat an average dry
weather flow of over 100,000 litres per
day (equivalent to sewage from a town of
about 400 people).
Collectively, the Level 2 plants treat over
50,000 megalitres of domestic, commercial,
and industrial wastewater annually. Of the
80 Level 2 WWTPs, 77 are operated by
TasWater, two are operated by the Parks
and Wildlife Service, and one is operated by
the Port Arthur Historic Site Management
Authority.The three plants not operated by
TasWater account for less than 0.2 percent
of treated effluent. Most of the 77 WWTPs
use secondary treatment, 11 provide for
tertiary treatment and one uses primary
treatment only.TasWater also operates an
additional 33 Level 1 WWTPs that service
smaller communities and are regulated by
Local Government.
Progress towards improved
environmental outcomes
TasWater undertook the following
projects during the year, which are
intended to lead to better environmental

outcomes through improved sewage
treatment and effluent quality and reduced
environmental nuisance.
• Construction of a new WWTP
at Longford has continued with
commissioning expected early in the
2021-22 year.
• TasWater emptied, inspected and
performed minor works on the second
activated sludge tank at Ti Tree Bend in
April-May 2021, the first tank had similar
works in early 2020.
• TasWater developed an Environmental
Risk Assessment for effluent discharge
to Water (ERA).The ERA is used to
support decision making for investment
to deliver environmental improvements
at the locations with the highest
environmental risk.
Wastewater regulation
In 2020-21, key regulatory activities included:
• Permit conditions were updated at six
TasWater WWTPs. West Coast Council
issued a planning Permit to relocate the
outfall for the Tullah WWTP.
• The EPA commenced an investigation
into effluent quality at the Prince of Wales
Bay WWTP
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• The Tasmanian Biosolids Reuse Guidelines
released in June 2020 were put into force
with the Director issuing an update to the
Approved Management Method for the
Reuse of Biosolids in July 2020.
• The EPA Released the Regulatory
Framework for Sustainable Discharge of
Treated Wastewater from Level 2 WWTPs.
This document provides guidance to
Level 2 WWTP operators to inform
assessment of the long-term suitability
of the WWTP’s treatment and discharge
arrangements.The framework encourages
operators to invest in recycled water
schemes to reduce the need for capital
investment in treatment infrastructure.
• In June 2021 the EPA endorsed
TasWater’s draft Wastewater Risk
Management Plan (WWRMP) as part
of the PSP 4 plan submitted to the
Office of the Economic Regulator. Once
finalised the WWRMP will become the
wastewater management plan required
as part of the Price and Services Plan for
the 2022-2026 regulatory period.
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Water and Sewerage Status
The latest data available is based on
information collated for the Tasmanian
Water and Sewerage State of the Industry
Report, which results in a delay in the
reporting for some wastewater statistics.
Note also that year to year variation in flow
volumes is due to rainfall patterns.
The latest data available, which is for 201920, shows a total of 51,401ML of treated
effluent, representing approximately
284kL per property, was discharged to
the following receiving environments:
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25,755ML (50%) into estuarine waters;
12,786ML (25%) into coastal waters;
6,837ML (13%) into inland waters; and
6,023ML (12%) was discharged to land
as recycled water (refer Figure 2).Whilst
there are small changes in the relative
percentages between the treatment levels
from year to year, significant change will
not occur without capital expenditure to
upgrade WWTP technology.

in 2019-20. Flow-weighted performance
against Accepted Modern Technology
(AMT) limits also improved from 68
per cent in 2018-19 to 70.1 per cent.
Both reflect overall improvements in the
quality of effluent discharged to water.The
completion of the Blackmans Bay WWTP
upgrade in 2019 boosted the share of
effluent treated to an advanced standard
from 15.2% to 17.8%.

TasWater’s flow-weighted compliance
against regulatory discharge to waters
limits continued to improve with a lift from
90.2 per cent in 2018-19 to 90.8 per cent

TasWater’s flow-weighted performance
against regulatory discharge to land
limits was 96.8 per cent in 2019-20, a
considerable increase from the 88.9 per
cent reported for 2018-19.

Number of STPs by compliance category (regulatory limits)

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

>90% compliance

24

30

33

25

31

>70 - 90% compliance

31

30

27

35

26

>50 - 75% compliance

12

8

11

11

10

<50% compliance

5

4

3

2

3

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

>90% compliance

13

15

15

14

19

>70 - 90% compliance

12

8

10

16

12

>50 - 75% compliance

7

7

5

4

3

<50% compliance

0

1

1

0

0

Number of STPs by performance category (reuse limits)

The most significant contribution to the improvement in flow-weighted compliance for discharge to reuse is from the improved
treated effluent compliance at Rosny Sewage Treatment Plant (STP), which accounts for almost a quarter (23.4 per cent in 2019-20)
of the reuse discharge. Compliance with discharge to land limits for Rosny STP improved from 81.9 per cent in 2018-19 to 100 per cent
in 2019-20.
In 2019-20, 6,023ML (12%) of effluent was beneficially reused (refer Figure 3), typically in the irrigation of golf courses, agricultural land
(e.g. pasture and seed crops) and municipal recreational areas.This represents the highest volume of effluent reused in Tasmania to date;
mostly being diverted to reuse for irrigation, although this value is greatly influenced by weather conditions. An increase in the volume of
treated effluent diverted from water to land remains a focus for the EPA and TasWater.
coastal,
12786ML, 25%

Percentage of treated effluent recycled

reuse,
6023ML, 12%

12.0%
11.0%

inland,
6837ML, 13%

11.5%

11.7%

10.7%

10.4%

10.0%
9.0%

8.4%

8.0%

estuary/bay,
25755ML, 50%

7.0%
6.0%

Figure 2. Proportion of treated effluent discharged
to receiving waters and reused on land in 2019-20

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

Figure 3. Effluent reuse as a proportion of total volume
generated at Level 2 WWTP from 2015-16 to 2019-20
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Contaminated Sites and
Waste Management
Contaminated Sites
During 2020-21, the EPA focused on
prevention of land and groundwater
pollution by implementing the newly
made Environmental Management and
Pollution Control (Underground Petroleum
Storage Systems) Regulations 2020 (UPSS
Regulations). The re-made Regulations
reflect improvements in knowledge and
technology and are designed to better
protect UPSS owners and operators,
the public and the environment from
the impact of fuel leaks.The Regulations
now include requirements to report fuel
detected in a monitoring well and when
routine integrity tests indicate any loss of
fuel. Additionally, consultants undertaking
work in accordance with the Regulations
must be appropriately certified.Two sites
have been notified to the EPA following the
detection very high levels of leaked petrol
(light non-aqueous phase liquid (LNAPL))
in groundwater; this is a requirement under

Section 21 of the UPSS Regulations. An
Equipment Integrity Testing (EIT) protocol
has been published this year on the EPA’s
website.The purpose of the EIT Protocol
is to ensure that EITs are undertaken and
reported in a standardised manner so that
results of the test can be relied upon, and
the results are easily interpreted by the
person commissioning the test.
The EPA continues to improve the
accessibility of information relating to
contaminated sites by expanding the
layer on LISTmap for UPSSs to include
abandoned tank locations (where available)
as well as those registered as active, and
sites where a UPSS has been temporarily
or permanently decommissioned. A related
layer on the LISTmap provides the locations
and details of notices served to investigate,
remediate or manage contaminated sites.
The number of notices issued under
EMPCA and UPSS regulatory activities last
year, compared with the preceding six years,
are shown in Table 7.
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Table 7. Notices under EMPCA and UPSS regulatory activities over the past six years

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

Notices issued addressing land or
groundwater contamination

8

5

7

5

0

1

Notices completed or withdrawn

5

2

7

4

2

2

UPSS decommissioning forms received

24

18

11

19

15

13

UPSS sites newly registered

8

7

6

15

6

0

LNAPL in groundwater reported

2

(new requirement for 2020)

In 2020-21, the EPA continued to
participate in the nationally coordinated
approach to the management of perand polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS),
by contributing to the development of
the third version of the PFAS National
Environmental Management Plan which
is to be released for public consultation
in 2022. The EPA continued to manage
PFAS in Tasmania by progressing actions
under the PFAS Action Plan for Tasmania.
This provides a collaborative approach
to working with known and potential
polluters to resolve PFAS contamination
issues and details projects and regulatory
actions aimed at increasing the EPA’s
knowledge of the amount of PFAS in the
environment.The EPA publishes progress
updates for the Action Plan as required.

Waste Management
The EPA participates in the national waste
management agenda and contributes to
and adopts agreed national approaches
to waste management. In this way the
Australian States and Territories can adopt
consistent and cooperative responses to
waste management problems. Involvement
with national issues this year was primarily
through the Heads of EPAs (HEPA)
National Waste Working Group, which
was established to focus on a number
of waste management issues and HEPA
National Chemical Working Group, which
was established to focus on PFAS.
EPA staff have been involved in national
issues including beneficial reuse of waste,
interstate transport, and the management
of some types of clinical waste.

The new Environmental Management and
Pollution Control (Waste Management)
Regulations 2020 came into effect March
2020, replacing and combining both the
Waste Management Regulations 2010
and the Controlled Waste Tracking
Regulations 2010.
Waste data
On an annual basis the EPA collects,
collates and provides a range of waste
data to the Australian Government which
is included in Australia’s Hazardous Waste
in Australia Report the National Waste
Report, and the National Environment
Protection Council Annual Report.Waste
data is provided to the EPA by councils,
commercial enterprises and other waste
and recycling facilities.
Key aggregated data from the last 10 years
is provided in Table 8.

Table 8. Waste generation, disposal and recovery rates for Tasmania over the past decade

Waste (Tonnes)

Generated

Landfilled

Recycled

Composted

Recovered

2010-11

602,429

445,553

112,945

43,931

26.0%

2011-12

661,398

460,467

159,633

41,298

30.4%

2012-13

696,861

471,921

182,193

42,748

32.3%

2013-14

636,625

398,603

200,380

37,642

37.4%

2014-15

648,964

415,443

194,170

39,350

36.0%

2015-16

636,342

412,864

189,635

33,848

35.1%

2016-17

736,741

415,863

242,366

78,512

43.5%

2017-18

771,308

439,600

258,211

73,496

43.0%

2018-19

749,219

402,921

259,829

86,469

46.2%

2019-20

828,318

440,451

293,011

94,856

46.8%
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Contaminated Sites and
Waste Management,
continued.

Of the 440,451 tonnes of waste disposed
of to landfill during 2019-20 approximately
58.1 percent was generated by commercial
and industrial sector, 29.4 percent was
municipal waste, and 12.5 percent was
construction and demolition waste.
Regulation of waste disposal and
treatment facilities
Waste depots are places that treat
or dispose of waste, which in the past
has primarily been small to medium
sized landfills run by local councils.The
development of larger regional landfills
has changed the nature of regulation with
improved resources and management
systems available at the larger facilities.
The increased diversion of organic wastes
from landfills for reuse through land
application or blending and composting, has
required intensive regulation this year.The
issues tend to be related to environmental
nuisance from odorous waste, and
environmental harm from inadequate
leachate management.The rapid increase
in food organics and garden organics
(FOGO) composting has been particularly
challenging for the facility operators.
The types of facilities regulated as Waste
Depots is increasingly diverse as the recycling
sector expands and now includes landfills,
composting and tyre shredding facilities.
Waste regulators normally conduct
compliance audits on waste depots but
have had to significantly increase site visits
to composting facilities to address public
complaints and incidents of environmental
harm.This has necessitated close cooperation with the Compliance and Incident
Response Section throughout the year.
With the current emphasis on waste
recycling and the diversion of organics
from landfills, waste regulators are
providing increased assistance to the
Assessments Section with new or

800,000
700,000

Waste (Tonnes)

Over the last 10 years, the recycling and
composting rates have both increased,
resulting in an increase in the total recovery
rate. Factors contributing to these trends
include improved data collection and
reporting for recycling and composting in
Tasmania, new and developing data sources
particularly within the industrial sectors
and actual increased rates of recycling and
composting in Tasmania.
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Figure 4. Waste landfilled, recycled and composted over the past decade

expanding waste activities.
Regulation of controlled waste
The EPA regulates controlled waste,
sometimes referred to as hazardous waste
in other Australian states and territories.
Controlled wastes must only be stored,
treated or disposed of under approvals
issued by the EPA or council. Environmental
Approvals (EA) issued under the Waste
Regulations are a key instrument used by
the EPA to authorise the storage, treatment
and disposal of controlled waste.

Of the EAs issued in 2020-21, 56.3 percent
were for waste disposed to the Category
C Cell at Copping.This facility, operated
by Southern Waste Solutions, has been
open since 2018 and is purpose-built for
hazardous waste.The C Cell currently
receives most of the State’s high-level
controlled waste.
Key indicators of the EPA’s activities in
controlled waste are detailed in the Table 9.

Table 9. Waste and environmental approvals over the past six years

Number of Approvals
and Authorisations

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

Waste Approvals (letter)

55

58

93

86

113

88

Environmental
Approvals Issued under
Waste Regulations

50

34

28

50

99

80

Total

105

92

121

136

212

168

Regulation of controlled
waste transporters
The EPA regulates controlled waste
transporters to ensure that environmental
risk in transporting controlled waste is as
low as possible. In Tasmania, controlled
waste transporters’ conditions of
registration are set out in a Controlled
Waste Transporter Certificate of
Registration, which is issued under
Regulation 15 of the Environmental
Management and Pollution Control (Waste
Management) Regulations 2020.
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During 2020-21, Certificates of
Registration for pre-existing registrations,
issued under the former 2010 regulations,
have been in the process of being reissued.
This includes varying the conditions of
registration to reflect contemporary
standards of environmental management
and regulatory practice. As a result,
registration variations have not been
reported for this period. Controlled Waste
Transport Registration data is summarised
in Table 10.
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Table 10. Controlled Waste Transport Certificates of Registrations Issued over the past six years

Number

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

Registrations issued

15

11

14

4

12

31

Registrations revoked

2

0

4

0

3

15

Registrations varied

39

49

35

46

43

-

Total current registrations

139

150

160

164

173

205

0

2

0

4

0

3

5

5

5

5

4

4

Environmental
exemptions granted
Current environmental
exemptions

Regulation of interstatecontrolled waste movements
The EPA oversees the transport of
controlled waste into and out of Tasmania
under the National Environment Protection
(Movement of Controlled Waste between
States and Territories) Measure 1998,
adopted by agreement between Australian
States and Territories.

During 2020-21 a total of 5,500 tonnes
of controlled waste were imported
into the State under two Consignment
Authorisations and there were 146
interstate movements of controlled
waste out of Tasmania. Consignment
Authorisations are no longer required for
Macquarie Island and Antarctica, explaining
the drop in this number since 2019-20.

Table 11: Number of Authorisations and Certificates for the interstate movement of controlled waste over the past six years

Number of Approvals
and Authorisations
Consignment Authorisations
– Waste into Tasmania
Interstate Waste Transport
Certificates – Waste
out of Tasmania

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

29

29

30

27

2

2

269

235

239

221

190

235

Waste Projects
During 2019-20 the project to develop
a new registration system for Controlled
Waste Transport Registrations was
completed and the transfer of existing
registrations to the new platform continues.
The EPA continues to be involved with the
national waste management agenda, whilst
exploring and adopting the agreed national
approaches to waste management and data
management.
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Enforcement and
Incident Response
Compliance and Enforcement
The EPA uses relevant legislation and
regulation to assist in protecting the
environment from pollution and harm. The
main legislation includes the Environmental
Management and Pollution Control Act
1994 (EMPCA), the Litter Act 2007 and
the Marine-related Incidents (MARPOL
Implementation) Act 2020 (MARPOL).
MARPOL replaced the Pollution of Waters by
Oil and Noxious Substances Act 1987 on 1
January 2021. A range of compliance tools
are available under these Acts, and data
are provided below relating to warnings,
abatement notices, infringement notices,
and completed prosecutions.

pollution or environmental harm.The
community is also encouraged to report
pollution events and complaints in relation
to Level 2 activities through the EPA’s
24-hour pollution reporting hotline (1800
005 171). Compliance and enforcement
activities undertaken by the EPA in 202021 are shown in Table 12 where they are
compared with the previous four years.

The major enforcement focus of the EPA
is on regulatory compliance by operators
of specified activities listed in Schedule 2
of EMPCA, known as Level 2 activities.The
entities which carry out these activities
(e.g. private and government businesses,
local government) are required to manage
emissions and pollution, generated by their
operations, in accordance with conditions
prescribed in regulatory permits and
Environment Protection Notices (EPNs).The
EPA uses audits to identify non-compliance
and requires permit holders or those whose
activities are subject to an EPN to monitor
their own emissions and provide the data to
the EPA for compliance and environmental
performance assessments.

An individual was fined $3,500 in the
Magistrates Courts for dumping used tyres
on private bushland near Nugent, southeastern Tasmania.The Magistrate found the
individual guilty of breaching Regulation
7(1)(a) of the Environmental Management
and Pollution Control (Waste Management)
Regulations 2010 and ordered him to pay
Court costs and any applicable victims of
crime levy.

Operators of Level 2 industries are
required to notify the EPA of incidents
and events which cause or may threaten

Table 12 Environmental compliance and enforcement activities over the past five years

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-2021

Litigation completed by Court

Activity Indicators

-

1

1

1

1

Prosecutions by Infringement Notice

7

13

16

9

0

Written Warnings

6

9

8

2

14

Referred matters commenced

5

13

12

15

6

226

167

111

86

111

Litter – Written Warnings issued

4

3

6

0

3

Litter – Abatement Notices issued

-

1

1

1

0

Litter – Infringement Notices issued
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Incident Reporting and Enquiries
The EPA’s environmental pollution
reporting hotline (1800 005 171) is used
by EPA-regulated industries, the community
and other emergency response agencies
to notify the EPA of environmental events
that may cause or have caused pollution or
environmental harm. Calls to the hotline
accounted for around 30 percent of the
total number of 1,555 notifications received
by the EPA this year, with the remainder
received via email and by telephone to
other areas of the EPA. Incident Response
Officers (IROs) coordinate the provision
of specialist advice, appropriate response
actions and referral to the relevant
management authority. On average, about
one-third of notifications received by
the EPA are referred to other response
Agencies and Councils.
Marine pollution
The EPA, as the jurisdictional authority
for marine environmental emergencies
in Tasmania, conducts investigations and
initiates prosecutions into marine pollution
events. Additionally, the EPA,TasPorts,
Tasmania Fire Service (TFS) and local
Councils each implement responsibilities in
relation to preparing for and responding
to marine pollution incidents, as described
in the Tasmanian Marine Oil and Chemical
Spill Contingency Plan (TasPlan).
During 2020-2021, the EPA received 34
notifications of oil spills or the potential for
oil spills in the marine environment. 15 of
those reports related to unknown sources;
hydrocarbons were observed on the water,
but the cause of the pollution could not
be determined. 19 notifications related to
alleged discharges from vessels; 12 reports
could not be linked to a specific vessel,
while 7 incidents required a response
involving containment and recovery of
oil and fuel. A heavy lift vehicle containing
a large amount of diesel and hydraulic
oil entered the water at Burnie Port.
Responders successfully contained the spill
and retrieved the vehicle.
Of particular note was the sinking of a
21-metre-long vessel at Prince of Wales
Bay in late July 2020.The vessel contained
approximately 2000 litres of diesel and 200
litres of hydraulic oil.With the assistance of
TasPorts, a containment boom was placed
around the vessel to contain leaking fuel
and oil, preventing significant environmental
impact to the surrounding environment.
Containment booms remained in place until
the end of October 2020, until the complex

operation of raising and removing the vessel
was successfully completed. During that
time, a significant amount of fuel and oil was
recovered from within the boom.
Pollution and natural events
The EPA investigated a number of mass
eel and fish death events during 20202021, which occurred in the Tamar River,
Big Lagoon on Bruny Island, Seven Mile
Beach and in the Cape Deslacs area south
of Cremorne. All events were determined
to have been due to natural causes, such
as low levels of dissolved oxygen, unusually
hot or cold water, rapid changes in salinity
due to rain events, strandings in lagoons
and herding by predatory fish and marine
mammals (dolphins).
A significant environmental event occurred
in September 2020 when a mass whale
stranding took place in Macquarie Harbour
on the West Coast.The Parks and Wildlife
Service (PWS) led the emergency
response, while the EPA provided advice in
relation to whale carcass disposal.
The EPA responded to Tasmania Fire
Service calls for advice on managing
environmental impacts from the burning
of tyres and other controlled wastes.
A significant incident occurred when a
large (60 metre by 60 metre) shed was
significantly damaged due to fire, near
South Forest in Tasmania’s northwest, with
damage estimated at $3 million.The shed
contained mining equipment and other
materials.The fire also spread to adjoining
timber piles outside the shed. An EPA
officer responded on site and provided
advice in relation to managing fire water
runoff and associated environmental issues.
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Other common complaints and pollution
reports received by the EPA during 20202021 related to noise from marine farming
activities, smoke generated by backyard
burns, domestic wood heaters and planned
hazard-reduction burns, sewer overflows
during heavy rain events and issues related
to the disposal of controlled waste.
Notification Management System
The EPA developed and implemented a
new internal Notification Management
System (NMS) during 2020-2021.The
aim of the system is to improve record
management and incident notifications
within the EPA, relating to events that have
or may impact the environment.The new
system replaced a number of outdated
data collection and management methods
with a single database.The system features
a spatial map viewer showing both source
and impact points for notified events.
The NMS enables storage of related
records, including pictures and videos, and
links to the Departmental electronic record
management system (myDAS).The system
has reporting capabilities linked to the
impacted environment (land, air, water or
noise) and pollutant source, using defined
values to enable specific and consistent
reporting.
A statewide overview map of all
notifications, complaints and incidents
features real time counts of notifications
(see Figure 5).The system focusses in
particular on activities regulated by the EPA.
The NMS was released on 1 June 2021
and will facilitate identification of trends
and specific issues as data entered into the
system accumulates.

Figure 5. Real time NMS statewide overview map of all notifications, complaints and incidents
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Savage River
Rehabilitation Project
The Savage River Rehabilitation Project
(SRRP) operates as a cooperative
partnership between the EPA and the
current operator of the Savage River Mine,
Grange Resources Tasmania, with the aim of
reducing the environmental effects resulting
from legacy mining operations between
1967 and 1996.The most significant issue
is acid and metalliferous drainage (AMD),
which has caused significant and ongoing
environmental harm to the Savage River
and its tributaries.
A major focus of the project is to promote
the recovery of a modified but healthy
ecosystem in the Savage River downstream
of the mine, and to promote fish migration
into the upper Savage River.The EPA
oversees the SRRP and Chairs the SRRP
Management Committee, which includes
representatives from the EPA, Mineral
Resources Tasmania (MRT) and Grange
Resources.
The SRRP has two sources of funding:
the SRRP Environment Protection Fund
(EPF), which is cash held in trust provided
by the previous mine operator when they
relinquished the lease; and the Purchase

Price Fund (PPF), which is the debt owed
to the Crown by Grange Resources to the
value of the original purchase price of the
mine lease.

Plan builds on previous remediation
activities undertaken since 1997 and
is structured around the SRRP goals,
objectives, strategies, priorities and actions.

Under the Goldamere Pty Ltd (Agreement)
Act 1997 (the Goldamere Agreement),
Grange undertakes agreed remediation
activities at the request of the EPA with
payment made as a drawdown of the
purchase price debt.The total funds
available for the SRRP (at 30 June 2021)
were $19,964,092, comprising $12,226,121
in the EPF and $7,737,971 from the PPF.

• A General Services Contract with Grange
was prepared and tabled before the
EPA Board for its approval.The Contract
is a requirement of the Goldamere
Agreement and identifies the remediation
works to be undertaken by Grange on
behalf of the SRRP in exchange for a
drawdown of the Company’s debt to the
Crown.These activities and works are
based on the SRRP Strategic Plan.

The most recent water quality review
(2015-17) confirmed the continued
trend over the past decade of declining
copper concentrations in the lower Savage
River. Aquatic bioassessments have been
conducted in 1995, 1998, 2002, 2008
and 2012, and the findings of the most
recent survey in 2012 reflect this ongoing
improvement in the health of the River.
Key outputs of the SRRP during 2020-21
include the following:
•The SRRP Strategic Plan 2020-23 was
finalised in December 2020 and tabled
before the EPA Board for its approval.The
Strategic Plan includes a 3-year Action Plan
which is updated annually.The Strategic
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• A Contract for a Research Project to
investigate the potential recovery of
cobalt from the Old Tailings Dam (OTD)
was prepared and tabled before the
EPA Board for its approval.The Project,
which includes research by the University
of Queensland is for a total sum of
$465,000 to be spent over two years.The
Board had previously given in principle
approval for the project as the first step
in ascertaining the feasibility of mining the
OTD for cobalt. If feasible, as this would
offer the best long-term solution for
dealing with legacy Acid and metalliferous
drainage (AMD) and dam safety issues at
the site.The OTD currently contributes
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about 50 percent of AMD from the
site to the Savage River, so its long-term
remediation is an important goal for the
SRRP.
• A tender process was undertaken
to select a freshwater biomonitoring
consultant to conduct the sixth aquatic
bioassessment survey of the Savage
River on behalf of the SRRP. Entura
was awarded the contract in October
2020 for the quoted sum of $187,969.
The Spring survey was undertaken in
November 2020 and the Autumn survey
in April-May 2021.The consultants have
commenced the analysis of the sampling
results with the intention of providing the
final report in September.
• The procurement process for contracting
Water Monitoring Services on behalf
of the SRRP was completed, and a
new 3-year contract was awarded to
Entura for the purchase, installation and
replacement of monitoring equipment
and provision of water data.This
allowed Entura to continue its supply of
these services, including the provision
of continuous flow and water quality
monitoring, using telemetered sondes
and rated depth gauges; and to conduct
regular site visits to calibrate, maintain
and repair monitoring equipment. In the
first six months of the renewed contract,
Entura reinstated the automated flow
gauge and sonde at a new monitoring
site at Savage River below South West
Rock Dump; upgraded monitoring sites
at OTD North and Heazlewood pluvio
with the replacement of the flow gauge
and sondes; and replaced equipment to
upgrade the site at North Dump Drain
(NDD).

• Grange continued to support SRRP
activities and undertook agreed
remediation activities, including monthly
inspections of the NDD and OTD,
which are key sources of contaminants
to Savage River. Grange also undertakes
an annual weed management program
through on-ground and aerial spraying,
although the latter was suspended this
year. However, trials were conducted
on the viability of using drones as an
alternative to helicopter spraying.
• A Comprehensive Surveillance
Report (CSR) 2020/21 by GHD was
commissioned by Grange for the OTD,
following one undertaken in 2019/2020.
The 2020/21 report took account of
an updated addendum in the Australian
National Committee on Large Dams
(ANCOLD) Guidelines on Tailings
Dams and included several additional
recommendations. A key area of interest
arising from the CSR is an investigation
into the constructive behaviour
of tailings and potential for static
liquefaction, which will be undertaken in
conjunction with the cobalt study.
• Planning continued this year to complete
the connection of the pipeline from the
OTD collection bund to the Company’s
new tailings storage facility, South
Deposit Tailings Storage Facility (SDTSF).
Previously, the OTD seeps were treated
in Grange’s Main Creek Tailings Dam,
which is reaching its final closure level.
The plan is to divert the seeps from the
OTD as well as B Dump and co-treat
this legacy pollution along with Grange’s
current mine tailings in the SDTSF until
closure of the mine.
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• A research proposal was prepared for
a specialist consultant to undertake
a statistical analysis of SRRP data
collected over the past 20 years, to
test the application of biotic ligand/
metal speciation models.These models
have been developed in the Northern
Hemisphere and monitor targets for
additional contaminants besides copper,
including zinc, manganese, cobalt
and nickel, which were identified as
‘contaminants of potential concern’
by consultants Hydrobiology in 2018.
However, before the SRRP considers
adopting these methods, it is important
to test their application to conditions
in Tasmania to decide whether they
offer a real improvement to the existing
approach of comparing measured
water quality against fixed copper
concentration targets.
•The SRRP was consulted as part of
the EPA’s assessment of the proposal
by Grange to redevelop Centre Pit,
commencing with the expansion and
dewatering of Centre Pit South. Particular
consideration was given to the impact
of the proposed development on
the use of South Lens for the passive
treatment of AMD from a number of
legacy contamination sources as this lake,
with its naturally alkaline properties, is a
crucial element of the overall strategy
for AMD treatment at the site.The SRRP,
in conjunction with Grange, had already
commenced planning for a joint project to
investigate South Lens in the coming year
to gain a better understanding of the lake’s
neutralisation capacity over the long term.

• The EPA continued its monthly site
visits for water quality monitoring, with
sample analysis completed by Analytical
Services Tasmania. This information forms
the basis of the periodic water quality
reviews, which have demonstrated a
gradual improvement to the Savage River
downstream of the mine site.This data
has been collected since the Program
began over 20 years ago, and the historic
database is a significant asset of the SRRP.
• The Senior Scientific Officer retired at
the end of the year, and the Agency’s
recruitment process was commenced to
fill the vacant position.
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Air Quality Management
Reference Level Monitoring
The key air quality issue in Tasmania relates
to smoke pollution from sources such as
domestic wood heaters, planned burning
and bushfires. In accordance with the
requirements of the National Environment
Protection (Ambient Air) Measure 2015 (Air
NEPM), the EPA has continued to measure
ambient air particles PM10 and PM2.5
(particles less than 10 and 2.5 microns in
diameter respectively) at its three reference
level stations at Hobart, Launceston
and Devonport.This reference level
monitoring is undertaken in accordance
with the relevant Australian Standards and
incorporates the strict quality assurance
measures necessary to meet National
Association of Testing Authorities, Australia
(NATA) accreditation requirements.
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PM2.5 above 24-hour standard by season - Ti Tree Bend, Launceston
35

Number of calandar days with PM2.5 above 25µg/m-3

Figure 6 presents PM2.5 data for Launceston
(Ti Tree Bend air monitoring station)
showing the number of days in each year
since 2006 to the end of 2020 on which
the national 24-hour standard for PM2.5 of
25 µg/m3 was exceeded.The graph has
been colour coded to reflect the seasons
and shows that these instances arise from
bushfires in summer, from planned burns
in spring and early autumn, and from
residential wood heater smoke in late
autumn and winter. In 2016 there were
a number of large bushfires in the north
and northwest of the state resulting in a
number of summer-time exceedances,
while winter 2016 was windier and warmer
than usual, resulting in a reduced number
of days in winter above the PM2.5 standard
compared to other years.
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Figure 6. The number of days for each year above the national 24-hour PM2.5 for Launceston

Performance against National Air Quality Standards set in the Air NEPM
Summaries of the reference data for 2020 are presented in Table 12 below:
Table 12. Reference level monitoring performance in 2020

Station

Launceston,
Ti-tree Bend

Hobart, New Town

Air quality monitoring results
• There were no measured exceedances of the 24-hour PM10 national standard of 50 µg/m3.There were however three days
above the standard in January 2020 due to bushfire smoke.The annual average PM10 value is not yet available due to added
complexity in the data quality assurance process for this station related to the COVID-19 lockdown in March-July 2020.
• The 24-hour PM2.5 national standard of 25 µg/m3 was exceeded on 7 days in Launceston (with four additional days above
the standard due to bushfire smoke).The annual average PM2.5 concentration of 7.5 µg/m3 is below the annual PM2.5 national
standard of less than 8 µg/m3. However due to COVID-19 restrictions no data are available for some of quarter 1 and all of
quarter 2.
• There were no measured exceedances of the 24-hour PM10 national standard, though one day was above the standard
due to summer bushfire smoke.The annual average PM10 was 13.5 µg/m3, which meets the annual PM10 national standard
of 25 µg/m3.
• The 24-hour national standard for PM2.5 was exceeded on one day in Hobart, with one additional day above the standard
due to bushfire smoke.The annual average PM2.5 concentration of 5.9 µg/m3 is below the annual PM2.5 national standard
of 8 µg/m3, but no data are available for quarter 2 due to COVID-19 restrictions preventing instrument operation.
• There were no measured exceedances of the 24-hour PM10 standard, however three days above the standard were
recorded due to bushfire smoke.The annual average PM10 was 15.6 µg/m3, which is below the annual PM10 national standard
of 25 µg/m3. However, data capture rates were affected in quarter 2 due to COVID-19 restrictions.

Devonport

• The 24-hour PM2.5 concentrations measured in Devonport did not exceed the PM2.5 national standard. However, two days
above the standard were recorded in summer due to bushfire smoke.The annual average PM2.5 concentration of 6.2 µg/
m3 is below the national annual standard of 8 µg/m3. However, no data are available in quarter 2, 2020, due to COVID-19
restrictions preventing instrument operation.
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Air Quality Management,
continued.
Baseline Level Monitoring
The BLANkET network (Base-Line-AirNetwork-of-EPA-Tasmania) measures
indicative level ambient PM2.5 and PM10
particle concentrations, along with
meteorological data, at 35 fixed stations
around Tasmania. The BLANkET monitoring
instruments are calibrated against the
reference level instrumentation and the
particle concentration data is reported in
near real-time to the EPA website with
a data availability rate of greater than 95
percent across all stations.
Table 13 shows the winter period
BLANkET PM2.5 monitoring results for the
past five years.The table shows, for the
winter period (1 May to 31 August) of each
year from 2016 to 2020, the mean PM2.5
concentration in µg/m3 and the number
of days on which the measured PM2.5

concentrations at each BLANkET station
was above the 24-hour national standard of
25 µg/m3. Note that the Scottsdale station
was moved into the town centre from a
more rural location in early 2016.
The ‘top’ five towns in Tasmania for winter
wood smoke pollution in 2020 were
Hadspen, Longford, Perth, Geeveston,
and Westbury. This information is made
available to local councils and is used along
with air quality monitoring data from mobile
surveys (Travel BLANkET) and from smoky
chimney surveys, to better understand the
issue of poor winter-time air quality in some
Tasmanian communities and urban areas.

Car-based Smoke
Measurement Surveys
The EPA’s Air Section continued to use
the ‘Travel BLANkET’ car-based smoke
measurement instrument to create spatial
maps of smoke in Tasmania.Work in
winter 2020 included a study of Beauty
Point and Beaconsfield.Three surveys
were conducted in these towns.The
survey data (of smoke levels as PM2.5) for
Beauty Point are shown in Figure 7, where
the PM2.5 levels are colour-coded as shown
in the key.The central area of Beauty Point
showed consistently high smoke levels on
cold, calm nights.

These data are used to inform the
estimation of population exposure to air
pollution in Tasmania, and as a basis for
the EPA’s annual Burn Brighter this Winter
(BBtW) education campaign, which is
delivered in collaboration with councils and
is aimed at reducing smoke emissions from
domestic wood heaters.
Advice on industrial activities
and air dispersion modelling
The Environment Protection Policy (Air
Quality) 2004 sets out a management
approach for the EPA, other regulatory
authorities and industry for maintaining
and improving Tasmania’s air quality. Air
emissions from existing or proposed
industrial facilities are assessed against
the criteria provided in the policy. For
industrial assessments undertaken by the
EPA, the Air Section provides advice on
air quality management issues and on
air dispersion modelling, often related to
potential odour issues.

Figure 7. Visualisation of three evening smoke-surveys of Beauty Point from winter 2020.
The highest smoke concentrations were seen in the central part of the town.

36

In 2020-21 advice was provided to EPA
assessment officers in relation to a variety
of proposed activities which included the
Bridgewater Bridge Project, fish farming
and fish feed manufacturing facilities,
abattoirs, composting facilities, wastewater
treatment plants, wood processing
facilities, quarries and a metal processing
plant. Advice was also provided to EPA
officers on air quality matters related to
the regulation of existing facilities including
a cement kiln, a lime kiln, fish feed
manufacturing facilities and wastewater
treatment plants. Additionally, advice was
provided to local councils in Launceston
and Hobart on several environment
management issues associated with
Level 1 activities not regulated by the EPA.
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Table 13. PM2.5 Monitoring results for BLANkET stations for winter (1 May to 31 August) for the past five years

2016
Station

2017

2018

2019

2020

No. days

Mean
µg/m3

No. days

Mean
µg/m3

No. days

Mean
µg/m3

No. days

Mean
µg/m3

No. days

Mean
µg/m3

Bream Creek

0

2.1

0

2.4

0

4.4

1

4.3

1

5.0

Campbell Town

0

7.4

2

10.7

1

9.3

0

8.7

0

8.5

Cygnet

0

4.0

0

5.1

0

4.8

0

3.8

0

3.9

Deloraine

5

11.0

13

14.0

12

12.5

3

10.4

0

7.5

Derby

0

2.9

0

4.8

0

4.3

0

3.9

0

3.8

Devonport

0

6.1

0

8.6

1

7.8

1

8.3

3

8.2

Burnie

0

1.7

0

2.1

0

2.2

0

1.9

0

1.6

Exeter

3

6.6

0

3.8

0

3.9

0

3.8

0

3.8

Fingal

0

2.9

0

3.3

0

2.9

0

2.3

0

2.3

George Town

0

5.3

1

6.1

0

5.4

0

5.4

0

5.4

Gretna

0

3.3

0

4.0

0

3.1

0

3.0

0

3.0

Geeveston

16

12.6

16

15.6

15

13.2

8

10.2

13

13.6

Glenorchy

1

7.3

1

7.8

1

6.6

0

5.4

3

7.5

Hadspen

18

11.9

43

21.1

37

18.1

31

17.2

39

19.0

Hobart

1

5.4

0

5.9

1

5.6

0

4.3

0

5.2

Huonville

2

9.9

0

10.9

1

8.3

0

6.9

0

10.0

Judbury

0

1.4

0

1.8

0

1.7

0

1.6

0

1.7

Lilydale

0

6.4

0

8.2

0

6.7

0

6.7

0

6.5

Launceston

3

9.1

13

14.1

1

8.0

0

7.8

3

10.9

Longford

30

16.6

40

21.6

45

22.0

34

17.5

34

18.6

Mornington

1

3.1

2

4.3

0

3.5

0

2.7

0

3.0

New Norfolk

33

16.7

46

22.1

27

16.6

17

13.9

11

14.4

Oatlands

2

9.2

1

9.4

1

9.2

1

8.2

0

7.9

Perth

31

15.8

37

20.1

30

16.9

11

10.6

25

15.1

Scottsdale*

1

9.8

15

15.5

6

11.1

2

10.4

3

12.2

Sheffield

0

3.6

0

5.3

2

6.4

3

7.1

3

7.2

St Helens

0

1.8

0

1.8

1

2.4

0

1.6

0

1.4

South Launceston

4

8.2

9

12.7

4

9.7

3

9.0

0

8.9

Smithton

0

4.9

0

7.0

0

6.9

0

3.8

0

4.9

Triabunna

0

7.0

11

13.6

13

11.7

0

5.2

0

7.0

Westbury

8

11.8

15

15.2

19

14.9

20

13.9

13

14.2

West Ulverstone

0

4.0

0

4.7

0

4.5

1

4.3

0

3.9

Wynyard

1

9.7

4

11.7

0

8.2

1

8.3

0

8.5

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

4

12.1

4

9.9

7

10.9

Queenstown
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Water Quality
Management
Water quality management in Tasmania is
governed by the State Policy on Water Quality
Management (1997) and provides for the
implementation of the National Water Quality
Management Strategy (NWQMS).
Key services provided by the Water
Section are:
• Provision of advice and support on
the application of the State Policy and
NWQMS for water quality management,
and for the assessment and regulation of
activities that may impact on water quality.
• The EPA’s Water Quality specialists
continued to provide water quality
assessment and technical advice internally,
to the assessment and regulatory
areas in the EPA and the EPA Board;
and externally, across all three tiers of
Governments.
• The development of water quality
technical information and guidance, and
input into strategic planning and policy for
water quality at a state and national level.

• The maintenance of a long-term
statewide water quality database
to improve baseline knowledge of
environmental water quality, and to
support water quality management and
regulatory action.
• The conduct of baseline and strategic
water quality monitoring programs,
including the maintenance and operation
of the EPA motor vessels, the Liena and
the Monitor.
Water quality advice and support is
provided to the EPA Board; the assessment,
regulatory and enforcement sections of the
EPA; other government agencies; state and
national technical committees; emergency
response requirements; and to the public.
During 2020-2021, the Water Section
provided technical advice and assistance in
relation to the following:
• Assessment advice for the new
Bridgewater Bridge, and assessment of
Level 2 activities including Zeehan Landfill
Wetland. Shree Nelson River Mine, Cygnet
and Geeveston STP outfalls, and MMG
South Marionoak Tailings Storage Facility.
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• The Salmon Environmental Management
Section was assisted in the development
of licenses for inland fish hatcheries at
Mountain Stream Fishery, Cressy, and
Karanja, review of IMAS water quality
and biological assessments for marine
farming areas, such as the Broadscale
Environmental Monitoring Programs
for D’Entrecasteaux Channel and Huon
Estuary and Macquarie Harbour.
• Advice regarding acid and metalliferous
drainage was provided to regulators in
relation to a number of mining activities
including Tenth Legion and MMG
Rosebery mining activities.
• Advice to regulators in relation to
wastewater reuse at Triabunna, and
municipal wastewater ambient monitoring
plans and discharge management
assessments.
• Specialist support was provided for
several investigations undertaken by
the EPA, including water sampling in the
Plenty River associated with release of
pollutants from a composting activity, and
Statewide PFAS water quality monitoring
program.
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International Guidelines
National - SE Australia Default WQGs
State Inland/State Estuarine/
State Coastal and Marine/State Groundwater
Hydrological Region/Estuarine Flushing Class/
IMCRA Provincial Marine Bioregion/Connectivity Class
Catchment/Estuary/Marine Mesoscale Bioregion/
Connected Region
Site

Figure 8. Decision Framework for deriving DGVs for aquatic ecosystems

The Water Section represents the EPA
on technical advisory bodies including:
the NWQMS Water Quality Policy
Sub-committee and Program Coordinating Group; the Tamar Estuary
and Esk Rivers Scientific and Technical
Committee; Derwent Estuary Program:
on technical groups for Fisheries Research
and Development Corporation funded
projects; and through the Sustainable
Marine Research Collaboration Agreement.
Technical advice is also provided to the
National Water Reform Committee
(NWRC) particularly recently in draft
development of the National Water
Initiative (NWI) Mark II.

A technical explanatory document,
Technical Guidance for Water Quality
Objectives (WQOs) Setting for Tasmania was
released in August 2020 in relation to the
use of water quality guideline values.The
DGVs and site-specific GVs will be used by
the EPA Board in setting the water quality
objectives as detailed in the State Policy and
the technical guidance document.
Strategic water quality monitoring to assist
in water quality management planning
by the EPA has continued in Macquarie
Harbour, the Savage River Rehabilitation
Project and in support of the Derwent
Estuary Program.
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The EPA continued water quality
monitoring in the Mercury Passage, and
south east region including Port Arthur,
Storm Bay, mouth of Derwent Estuary and
northern of the D’Entrecasteaux Channel
to assist in data provision for nutrient
dispersion modelling, biogeochemical
model development and validation, and
validate (and possibly augment) water
quality information collected by the
aquaculture activities.
Key nutrient indicators and algae were
measured as well as temperature, salinity,
dissolved oxygen, turbidity throughout the
water column at all monitoring sites.Water
quality monitoring results are available on
the EPA website.
Monitoring in Macquarie Harbour has
continued and confirmed that the average
dissolved oxygen levels for middle and
bottom waters remain on occasions very
low with values significantly below the long
term 2000-2010 average of 4 mg/L.
Surface water (10m) dissolved oxygen
(DO) values increased from a critically low
base of ~3.0mg/l at the start of the period
and from periods over February to March
to return to a range around the longterm
average (5.1mg/l) from April to June 2020.

The Section continued developing
water quality default guideline values
(DGVs) consistent with the NWQMS
framework to assist water quality managers
and regulatory officers.The State has
DGVs for all jurisdictional waters for
freshwater, estuarine, and coastal and
marine ecosystems, and interim DGVs for
groundwater. Regionalisation representing
the spatial classification for each water type
based on ecology and geography is a critical
component of the process for deriving
State, regional and sub-regional guidelines
and assisting the setting of ecosystem-based
management goals (see Figure 8).
As part of the Australian and New Zealand
Guidelines for Fresh and Marine Water Quality
(Guidelines), released in late 2018 through
a dedicated interactive website at www.
waterquality.gov.au in accordance with the
NWQMS, DGVs for aquatic ecosystems
derived for Tasmania are available on the
EPA website.

Figure 9. Time series of dissolved oxygen (DO) levels at three depths at the
World Heritage Area (WHA) boundary July 2020 to June 2021
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Water Quality
Management, continued.
Mid 25m depth and bottom 35m depth
waters also started the winter period at
levels well below the long term averages
(3.8mg/l and 4.1mg/l respectively) before
approaching and achieving these average
levels over spring and summer before
exhibiting a steady decline over the period
to June finishing at approximately half
the long term average (~2mg/l).The DO
measurements conducted this year reflect
several marine water recharge events but
also confirms periods of depleted DO
particularly below 10m from the longterm averages.This relationship infers an
ecosystem under stress where DO is
limiting and heterotrophic planktonic activity
within the water column depletes available
oxygen, exacerbated when marine waters
are impeded from entering the harbour due
to unfavourable hydrodynamic forces.
The EPA committed to undertake
strategic monitoring of the volume and
extent of epiphytic algae growth on
shallow reef and seagrass habitats across
the south east of Tasmania.The monitoring
aims to improve the understanding of
fluxes in epiphytic algal growth in response
to natural coastal processes as well as
anthropogenic interactions, primarily
salmon farming activities.

A

B

Figure 10. Reef habitats with insignificant (A) and significant (B) epiphytic algae growth

Monitoring was undertaken at 122 sites
from Cockle Creek in the south to Maria
Island in the north at suitable habitats based
on the presence of rocky reef or seagrass
habitats and varying levels of wave exposure.
A winter snapshot has been undertaken of
a subset of these sites.
The findings of the investigations by the
EPA and IMAS (studies requested by the
EPA) will provide a strategic framework
for ongoing targeted monitoring and be
available on the EPA website.
Water Section support is also being
provided to maintain capabilities to respond
to marine pollution events such as oil spills.
This includes maintaining the Tasmanian Oil
Spill Response Atlas and updating the Marine

Figure 11 Sites monitored for epiphytic algae growth SE Tasmania

40

Environment Prioritisation Project (MEPP),
which involve incorporating a review of
current shorebird data, sensitivity data for
aquaculture and extending these updates to
include all the Tasmanian coastline.This work
is integral to the preparation of oil spill First
Strike plans for several areas identified as
having a high priority for protection using the
MEPP criteria.
Water Section staff have supported the
sampling and data management aspects of
work conducted by the EPA in exploring the
concentrations of PFAS in Tasmanian waters,
by coordinating the statewide background
monitoring of PFAS in waterways and
estuaries required under Action 6 of the
PFAS Action Plan for Tasmania.
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Noise Management
Noise monitoring
The EPA carries out noise surveys to assess
the noise impact of potentially noisy activities
and to provide reference measurements
for reviewing changes to the acoustic
environment.The surveys are currently
based on high-quality audio recordings and
typically last one to two weeks.
During 2020-21 the EPA’s ability to
conduct noise surveys was limited due to
COVID-19 restrictions.
During the year the EPA also welcomed
a new Noise Specialist following the
retirement of the former Noise Specialist.
Noise surveys undertaken or in planning
by the EPA’s incoming Noise Specialist
in 2020-21 have related to complaints
regarding noise from fish farming activities
and to generator noise from the Port of
Burnie. Blast vibration monitoring was also
carried out.
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Communications and
Community Engagement
Sponsorship
The EPA undertakes a sponsorship
program using money obtained through the
payment of environmental fines into the
Environment Protection Fund (EPF), which
is established under EMPCA.The EPF is
designed to support projects that protect,
restore or enhance the environment, reduce
pollution and promote the sustainable use
of resources.The money is used to support
initiatives and programs that align with the
purpose of the Fund with approval by the
EPA Board.
In 2020-21, the Board continued as
the naming rights sponsor of the EPA
Sustainability Award, one of the Tasmanian
Community Achievement Awards.This
sponsorship agreement is valued at around
$11,000 per year. The Award is designed to
showcase innovative Tasmanian businesses
that have a commitment to sustainability,
particularly in regard to clean production
technology, energy and water conservation,
resource efficiency, waste minimisation, reuse
and recycling. Neville Smith Forest Products
Pty Ltd of Mowbray won the 2020 EPA
Sustainability Award for its commitment
to cleaner production, waste minimisation
and energy efficiency, and demonstrating
measurable benefits to the environment
and the timber industry through its business
innovation and leadership.
The EPA is also committed to building
partnerships with the Environmental Health
Association (Tas) Inc, through ongoing
sponsorship of their flagship event. In
2020-21, the EPA sponsored the EHA (Tas)
conference, providing $1,364.

The Board intended in 2020-21 to
contribute $4,000 for the annual Kids4Kids
environment conferences coordinated by
the Department of Education. However,
COVID-19 impacts caused the cancellation
of events during 2020.The Board resolved
to carry the funds over to the following
financial year, as Kids4Kids provides an
inspiring forum to take leadership on
environmental issues, act sustainably
and pursue study and careers in the
environmental area.
Education and promotion
Waste and recycling have continued to
grow as matters of public interest, which is
why it is an area that the EPA focusses on as
an educational priority.The EPA continued
to develop and participate in educational
activities about litter, supporting the
Government’s commitments outlined in the
Waste Action Plan.
Two more teaching resources were
released during 2020-21.The resource for
early childhood dealt with general waste
and litter issues, while Food Waste was
the focus for the Grade 5 manual.The
resources are aligned with the Australian
Curriculum and provide advice and
guidance for teachers on waste issues
and on establishing recycling on school
campuses.The final resource, for Grade 6, is
anticipated to be released during 2021-22.
The amount of educational, hands-on
activities about waste and litter at events
was limited due to COVID-19, however EPA
Tasmania was able to conduct school holiday
activities at TMAG relating to the sources
and impact of microplastics in the ocean.
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The EPA trained Parks and Wildlife
Discovery Rangers about hands-on activities
they could conduct with parks visitors,
to teach them about the importance of
managing waste and litter.
Through the Peter Underwood Centre
UCTV Alive for Kids program, EPA staff ran
a live conversation about minimising plastic
waste, while demonstrating beeswax wrap
making.Twelve schools joined online, and the
demonstration became a YouTube channel
with 160 hits within a short period of time.
EPA staff presented waste education
workshops at two science teachers
conferences, one in Hobart and one in
Launceston.
The EPA continued to facilitate the statewide waste education network. Objectives
include providing peer support, sharing
information about campaigns, collaboration
and ensuring clear and consistent messaging
e.g. about recycling.
Burn Brighter This Winter
EPA Tasmania continued its annual Burn
Brighter This Winter during the months of
July and August 2020 to encourage wood
heater operators to use their wood heaters
in a way that reduces smoke pollution.
The COVID-19 pandemic prevented
engagement activities in schools and the
community during the July-August 2020
winter period. However, support for local
government to manage smoke complaints
continued to be a focus area. Awareness
raising postcards and brochures were
provided to councils to assist them
manage public complaints and enquiries.
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EPA Tasmania supplied educative materials
councils could use in their newsletters and
websites. Councils were also encouraged
to access a range of other resources
including educational videos which were
available on the EPA website.

Progress has been made in the areas of:

EPA Tasmania ran a statewide print media
campaign in the Tasmanian daily newspapers
and selected community newspapers
in areas where domestic wood smoke
emissions had been detected as high. Many
community papers ran news stories that
EPA Tasmania supplied to them.

In the 2018-19 financial year the EPA
Board provided $10,000 from the
Tasmanian Environment Protection Fund
to support an Environmental Health
Workforce Development Planning Project
which sought to better understand a range
of issues impacting on the profession’s
sustainability into the future.The Board
is happy to report that Strengthening
the front-line health protection and
environmental management workforce in
Tasmania: A workforce development strategic
plan for Environmental Health Officers
has been completed.This research and
strategic plan outlines what is required to
build and sustain an environmental health
workforce capacity into the future.The
EPA Board has concerns about the strain
that environmental health officers work
within and the impacts this may have on
environmental regulation and management
at the local government level.The Board is
supportive of the findings of the research
and accompanying strategic plan.

In June 2021, planning for the winter
campaign from July to September 2021 saw
a transition to include social media in the
information provided to local government
to help manage smoke complaints.Three
Facebook tiles were developed to be shared.
This social media presence complemented
articles in community papers and educative
brochures. EPA Tasmania also supplied
Environmental Health Officers with printed
education materials for letter box drops and
a statewide media release.The aim of the
education campaign was to raise awareness
that it is possible to reduce smoke from
wood heaters.
Local government
engagement program
Local Government is a vital part of the
environmental regulation system in Tasmania
as local councils issue permits, regulate
Level 1 activities, and respond to many
environmental complaints from the public
including those relating to noise and smoke.
In partnership with Local Government
Association Tasmania (LGAT), EPA Tasmania
provided tools and support activities to help
Councils.The aim is to provide opportunities
to share knowledge and support improved
decision making. Activities completed in the
last financial year include:
• EHA Conference sponsorship
and speakers
• Final Report Environmental Health
Workforce strategy
• EPA Tasmania Standard conditions
and definitions

• Asbestos safety
• Noise complaints
Environmental Health Workforce
Development Planning Project

The EPA Board part-funded this project,
along with the Local Government
Association of Tasmania (LGAT),
Environmental Health Services (Department
of Health), and the University of Tasmania
(School of Medicine).The project was driven
by LGAT with the School of Medicine
undertaking the research.The project team
included representatives from each of
these bodies and the Environmental Health
Association of Tasmania.
Government support
In support of the Government’s focus on
waste and resource recovery, and reducing
litter and dumping, the EPA Tasmania
provided ongoing management for Report
Rubbish, and the associated Litter and
Dumping Management System.Together,
these systems allow the public to easily
report where rubbish and dumping has

Table 14. Number of EPA news stories and media inquiries this year compared
with the previous five years

Year

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

News Stories

39

53

39

38

27

20

Media Inquiries

55

152

99

62

74

59
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occurred, and for the reports to be sent
directly to the land manager responsible.
When required, the EPA has undertaken
compliance activities either independently, or
through joint operations with other public
authorities including local government.
The EPA has also provided advice on the
development of initiatives such as the
introduction of a waste levy, and a container
refund scheme. Ensuring operational details
are considered in the design of these
important initiatives will be important to
their success.
Public information
The EPA strives to demonstrate
transparency in decision making and is
committed to responding to public interest
on particular issues through information
published on its website and broadcast
via media releases.The outcome of
environmental assessments made by the
Board or Director (under delegation from
the Board) are routinely broadcast as media
statements and published as news stories
via the EPA website.The minutes of the
Board’s meetings are published electronically
as EPA Board Communiqués, and decisions
and determinations made by the Director
regarding ongoing industrial activities are also
communicated via the website.
The EPA receives enquiries and requests
for information on particular issues of
interest from members of the public;
non-government organisations; the media;
and political parties.Where possible, the
relevant information is actively disclosed,
or when not appropriate, may become
an assessed disclosure (RTI) under the
Right to Information Act 2009. During the
2020-21 financial year there were 22 RTI
requests referred to the EPA in relation to
salmon farming; mining; water quality; and
environmental site assessment reports.
In the past year, the EPA produced 20 media
statements and responded to 59 enquiries
from the media (refer Table 14).The Plenty
River incident in September 2020 gave rise
to the largest number of media enquiries
this year. PFAS contamination, fish mortality
events, waste and effluent management
were also issues of media interest during
the year.
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Finances
Financial information relates to the
operation of the EPA, which is constituted
of a Board of four independent members
and the Director, and supported by the
activities undertaken by EPA Tasmania,
DPIPWE. In 2020-21, EPA Tasmania’s
operating budget was $11,673,468 made
up of $10,665,234 from the Consolidated
Fund and $1,008,234 provided by
the Salmon Industry by payment of a
levy under the Living Marine Resources
Management Act 1995 sec 279. Of this,
$10,129,654 was allocated to branches
that fully or partially support the EPA.
Remuneration of Board
Members
Total payments for the EPA Board in
2021-21 were $132,161, which includes
members’ remuneration and associated
meeting and administrative costs. This
figure is excluding remuneration paid to
the EPA Director, which is reported in the
DPIPWE Annual Report. The Chair of the
EPA Board is paid $41,079 per annum and
the members are paid $24,081 per annum.
Deputy members are paid sitting fees as
required according to their attendance.

Environment Protection Fund

Fee Remissions

The Environment Protection Fund
was established under EMPCA. The
balance of monies in the Fund at 30
June 2021 was $214,193.37. A total of
$2,123.56 was received in 2020-21 in
relation to Infringement Notices and
Fines. Expenditure for the year was
$75,783.64. This consisted of a Grant
to the University of Tasmania for the
GPS tracking of five wedge-tailed eagles
($74,420) and sponsorship of the EHA
(Tas) Inc Conference ($1,363.64). The EPF
is audited under the DPIPWE accounts.

Annual and Special Fee Remissions
are approved by the EPA Board or the
Director via delegation. The number
of Special; and Annual Fee Remissions
granted by the Board between 1 July 2020
and 30 June 2021 are shown in Table 15.

Table 15. Fee remission applications granted and denied, and total cost of remissions in 2020-21

Fee Remissions

Number of
Remissions
Granted

Number of
Remission
Applications Denied

Total Amount of
Fee Remissions
Granted

Special Fee Remissions

10

4

$189,043

Annual Fee Remissions

3

1

$5,665
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