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To inform you of the re of recent environmental sampling for lead in dust for industrial
facilities in Tasmani; and the actions being undertaken by relevant agencies.

o e EPA has undertaken an initial review of monitoring methods and data for lead

dust emissions to air from larger industrial facilities in Tasmania.
S 27

e Areas around both sites are known to have soil contamination, and the Department
of Health (DoH) has previously developed advice (available on the EPA website)
about reducing exposure to contaminated soil for residents of Lutana and the
adjacent Eastern Shore. Residents in these areas have previously been provided
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with public health advice, and newly purchased properties are subject to an alert on
the Section 337 certificate issued during the conveyancing period.

e Avreport was prepared by the EPA in early 2025, which has now been peer
reviewed and finalised. S

e There is currently no evidence of non-compliance with existing environmental
permit conditions for either Nyrstar, Lutana and MMG’s Mine at Rosebery.

WorkSafe Tasmania continues to undertake appropriate safety inspectiogg.on site.

As this matter has relevance to agencies beyond
Agencies Taskforce has now been established, ¢
Health, Department of Premier and Cabine
Department of State Growth. This group€'r
Multi-Agency Working Group (MAWG) fo
actions.

priging the EPA, Department of
ent of Justice, and

pansible for strategic oversight of the
identify and undertake relevant

VGgcoordinate and lead Ministerial and
S, approve MAWG action plans, the public

communications strategy and Wgobilise government resources to assist the MAWG

as required. /
¢ Aninitial high-leveW Plan has been drafted which sets out key activities and

actions to be
e Priority actions rway include:

o} esig(of a sampling and data collection program to identify exposure
pathways for environmental and human health risk assessments

o view of current public health advice for nearby communities
o Briefings with Nyrstar and MMG regarding the initial findings.
Background:

« Lead is a naturally occurring metal found in the Earth’s crust. Its widespread use
has caused extensive environmental contamination, human exposure, and
significant public health problems globally.

+ People are exposed to lead through occupational and environmental sources. This
mainly results from:

o ingestion of contaminated dust, soil, water, or food; and
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o inhalation of lead particles generated by heating and burning materials
containing lead, for example, during smelting, and from recycling activities,
stripping leaded paint and plastic cables.

As common environmental sources of human lead exposure have been reduced or
eliminated, blood lead levels in the Australian population have declined significantly.

Unlike some trace elements, there is no human biological need for any lead.

A public health goal is for blood lead levels to be as low as possible across the
population.

Young and unborn children are particularly vulnerable to the toxic effects ad
and can suffer permanent health harms, particularly on the develop %
central nervous system. In adults, the buildup of lead can affect ¢ Qjc lar
health, the brain, nervous system, mental health, blood, and ki d
exposure during pregnancy can affect foetal growth and brain deVl ent.

In 2024, an analysis of lead in deposited dust in the areg surrefinding the scrap
metal recycler Recycal, at Rocherlea, led the EPA a DoH to collaborate on a
coordinated response. This joint work supported ti vironmental regulatory
controls to minimise offsite migration of dust from al, and provision of
proportionate, risk-based public health advice to businesses, a school,
supported accommodation and other facili i
The focus of the regulatory measures an ble health advice was managing
exposure to deposited dust rather t w uspended in air, since ingestion rather
than inhalation was the key path f an health relevance in this context.

In 2023 and 2024 W undertook dust testing related to a fertiliser facility in
Lutana. An incidental fyfding of these investigations was the presence of high
concentrations 8f lead in an environmental sample from a site near the eastern limit

of the industrigl aréa.

A’s preliminary re-assessment of lead emissions to air focussed initially on

star, Hobart and MMG’s Mine at Rosebery since it is evident from the National
Pollutant Inventory (NPI) that they are the largest emitters of lead to air in
Tasmania. In 2023/24 MMG reported total lead emissions of an estimated 350kg,
and Nyrstar reported total lead emissions of an estimated 700kg.
The re-assessment for Nyrstar and MMG involved review of existing data on lead in
air and lead in deposited dust, sampling methodologies, and reviewing previous
assessments and conclusions about risks to public health. In addition, EPA staff
conducted a deposited dust sampling program in December 2024 comprising 20
dust swabs collected from the Lutana, Selfs Point, and Lindisfarne-Rose Bay areas
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in the vicinity of Nyrstar. Limited data are available about current dust deposition in

the residential areas of Lutana.
s 27

Financial Implications; V

Key Messages:

o EPA staff have reviewed existing industrial emissions monitoring data and
undertaken additional dust sampling in the Lutana area and nearby sites including

on the adjacent Eastern Shore.
e This initial sampling indicates raised levels of lead in dust in these areas.
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e The Environment Protection Authority and the Department of Health are working
together to investigate the current potential for public exposure to environmental
lead in these areas.

e Current advice from the Department of Health is as follows:
o Residents and property owners in these areas have previously been

provided with precautionary public health advice about soil contamination.

Th(DoH has updated
public information on the website: Lead exposur ur health | Tasmanian

Department of Health.

Catherine Murdoch
DIRECTOR AND CEO
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUT ITY
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