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Report Summary
This report provides an environmental assessment of a proposal by Gaspersic Contracting Pty Ltd
to increase production capacity at the Heemskirk Quarry.
The proposal involves an increase in the permitted annual extraction and processing limit for an
existing hard rock (dolerite) quarry operation located at Heemskirk Road, Granville Harbour. The
quarry currently operates under a Level 2 permit and proposes to increase maximum capacity
from 18,000 cubic metres to 50,000 cubic metres per year. The proposal includes blasting,
crushing, and screening of the resource to produce gravels and aggregates for civil works
contracts.
This report has been prepared based on information provided in the permit application and
Environmental Effects Report (EER). Relevant government agencies and the public were consulted,
and their submissions, representations and comments considered as part of the assessment.
Further details of the assessment process are presented in section 1 of this report. Section 2
describes the statutory objectives and principles underpinning the assessment. Details of the
proposal are provided in section 3. Section 4 reviews the need for the proposal and considers the
alternatives. Section 5 summarises the public and agency consultation process and the key issues
raised in that process. The detailed evaluation of environmental issues is contained in section 6.
Other issues are discussed in section 7. The report conclusions are contained in section 8.
Appendix 1 contains a list of management measures described by the proponent. Appendix 2
contains the environmental permit conditions for the proposal. The environmental conditions are
a new set of operating conditions for the entire, intensified activity that will supersede the existing
permit conditions.
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1 Approval Process
A Notice of Intent in relation to the proposal was received by the Board of the Environment
Protection Authority (the Board) on 7 December 2020.
The proposal is defined as a ‘level 2 activity’ under schedule 2, clauses 5(a) and 6(a) of the
Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPC Act), being a quarry and materials
handling activity.
The Board required that information to support the proposal be provided in the form of an
Environmental Effects Report (EER) prepared in accordance with guidelines issued by the Board on
14 January 2021. A draft of the EER was submitted to EPA Tasmania for review against the
guidelines before it was finalised.
An application for a permit under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPA Act) in
relation to the proposal was submitted to West Coast Council on 25 August 2021. The final EER
was submitted to Council with the permit application.
Section 25(1) of the EMPC Act required Council to refer the application to the Board of the
Environment Protection Authority (the Board) for assessment under the Act. The application was
received by the Board on 25 August 2021.
The EER was released for public inspection for a 14-day period commencing on 4 September
2021. An advertisement was placed in The Advocate and on the EPA website. The EER was also
referred to relevant government agencies for comment. One representation was received.
This assessment has been undertaken by the Deputy Director, EPA Tasmania under delegation
from the Board.
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2 SD Objectives and EIA Principles
The proposal must be considered by the Board in the context of the objectives of the Resource
Management and Planning System of Tasmania (RMPS), and in the context of the objectives of the
Environmental Management and Pollution Control System (EMPCS) (both sets of objectives are
specified in Schedule 1 the EMPC Act). The functions of the Board are to administer and enforce
the provisions of the Act, and in particular to use its best endeavours to further the RMPS and
EMPCS objectives.
The Board must assess the proposal in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment
Principles defined in Section 74 of the EMPC Act.
The assessment has been undertaken by the Deputy Director, EPA Tasmania under delegation
from the Board.
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3 The Proposal
The main characteristics of the proposal are summarised in Table 1. A detailed description of the
proposal is provided in Part B of the EER.
Table 1: Summary of the proposal’s main characteristics
Activity
Extraction and processing of 50,000 cubic metres of hard rock (dolerite) per annum.
Extraction/processing includes rock drilling, crushing, and screening of material. Blasting is
proposed 2-3 times per year.
Location and planning context
Location

Heemskirk Road, Granville Harbour, TAS 7469

Land zoning

20. Rural (Tasmanian Planning Scheme - West Coast)

Land tenure

Permanent timber production zone (PTPZ), managed by Sustainable Timber
Tasmania

Mining lease

Described as 12M/2020 (pending) in EER but granted 26th July 2021 as
5M/2021.

Lease area

Described as 7 hectares in EER, but 5M/2021 is 8 hectares.

Bond

$15,500
Existing site

Land Use

Currently operating as a hard rock quarry. This is an intensification.

Topography

Heemskirk Quarry occupies a low ridge top location. The land falls away to
the south towards the Heemskirk River approximately 125 metres away.

Geology

Underlain by Jurassic Tasmanian dolerite. The site is close to a geological
margin in the incised valley of the Heemskirk River. The valley itself is part
filled by stream colluvium and on the opposite side the underlying rock is
mapped as quartzwacke turbidites.

Soils

Soils on the site are typical for Jurassic dolerite derived brown chromosol
with a high clay content. Not generally dispersive but moderately erodible.

Hydrology

The Heemskirk River is located 125m to the Southwest

Natural Values

One flora species listed as rare under the Tasmanian Threatened Species
Protection Act 1995 (TSPA) was detected – Orthoceras strictum (horned
orchid).
No fauna species listed under the TSPA or commonwealth Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) were detected,
though the area supports potential habitat for marsupial carnivores.
No communities listed under Schedule 3A of the Nature Conservation Act
2002 (NCA) or as threatened ecological communities under the EPBC Act.
The vegetation types present are - Eucalyptus obliqua dry forest (DOB),
Eucalyptus nitida forest over leptospermum (WNL) and lichen lithosere
(ORO), all in good ecological condition.
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Local region
Climate

Mean Maximum temperature Feb: 20.1, Jul: 9.4
Mean minimum temperature Feb: 9.9, Jul: 3.3
Mean annual rainfall: 1955.5mm

Surrounding
land zoning,
tenure and
uses

Surrounding land is Crown Land classified as PTPZ, intended for forestry
operations. The Mount Heemskirk Regional Reserve is situated on the
opposite side of the Heemskirk River 125 metres away. The nearest
residential receiver is approximately 14km away.

Species of
conservation
significance

Spotted-tailed quoll (Dasyurus maculatus)
Australian grayling (Prototroctes maraena)
Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii)
Potential for other listed threatened species, based on range boundaries
(See page 8 of EER: Williams 2021).
Proposed infrastructure

Major
equipment

Tracked drill rig
2 or 3 tracked excavators +/- 20 tonne
1x wheel loader
Primary mobile crusher
Secondary mobile crusher
Triple deck mechanical screen
Mechanical conveyors
On road truck and trailer combinations for transporting processed product

Other
infrastructure

Sediment trap and intercept drain
Access road, high level access road, haul road
Hard stand areas for product stockpiles
Lockable chain, signage on the quarry entrance
Relocatable site hut and toilet
Entrance from Heemskirk Road and warning signs
Inputs

Water

Water cart for dust suppression

Energy

Machinery and equipment operated with diesel/petrol

Other raw
materials

None
Wastes and emissions

Liquid

Stormwater runoff from extraction and stockpile areas.

Atmospheric

Dust from rock drilling, blasting, crushing, screening and machinery/traffic
movement on and leaving the site.
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Solid

General refuse from food and packaging
Waste from emergency vehicle/equipment repairs.

Controlled
wastes

No controlled wastes will be generated at the site. Portable chemical toilet
will generate sanitary waste.

Noise

Noise from rock drilling, blasting, crushing, screening and machinery/traffic
movement on and leaving the site.

Greenhouse
gases

Greenhouse gases will be emitted through the use of heavy machinery
requiring fossil fuels.
Construction and operations

Proposal
timetable

Stage 1 commencement initially proposed for September 2021, following
EPA assessment and issue of permit and mining lease.

Operating
hours
(ongoing)

Monday to Friday 07:00 to 19:00
Saturday 08:00 to 16:00
Blasting 10:00 to 16:00
No work Sunday and Public Holidays
Cartage will take place in daylight hours only.

Figure 1. Location of activity in relation to Zeehan and Granville Harbour (Source: LISTmap).
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Figure 2. The Land on which the activity will take place (Mining Lease 5M/2021), in relation to
Heemskirk Road and Heemskirk River. (Source: LISTmap).

Figure 2. Heemskirk Quarry - Quarry Plan (Figure 3 of EER: Williams 2021)
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4 Need for the Proposal and Alternatives
The Proponent took over the Heemskirk Quarry as an abandoned ex-Hydro quarry and initially
increased the annual production capacity to 18,000 cubic metres to service the construction of the
Granville Harbour Wind Farm. According to the EER, the dolerite product from the quarry has
remained popular since then and is scarce in the West Coast region.
The EER states that at the existing limit on annual capacity, Heemskirk Quarry cannot supply
product to the new, larger construction projects anticipated to occur on the West Coast.
Increasing the annual capacity will enable the quarry to tender for larger projects. It was
consequently considered necessary to increase the mining lease area at Heemskirk Quarry, as
extraction was constrained by the lack of leased ground.
The EER states that the alternatives to this proposal would have been: a) operating with a larger
leased area at the existing capacity limit of 18,000 cubic metres, or b) decommissioning and closing
the quarry. According to the EER, the decision to increase the maximum capacity of Heemskirk
Quarry was made in anticipation of new public and private capital and maintenance projects on the
West Coast of Tasmania.
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5 Public and Agency Consultation
One public representation was received. The issue raised in the representation was a Council
planning matter:
•

Need for a Traffic Impact Assessment, to address the requirements of the C3.0 Road and
Railway Assets Code (Tasmanian Planning Scheme – West Coast Local Provisions Scheme).

The EER was referred to a number of government agencies/bodies with an interest in the
proposal. Feedback was not received during the formal public comment period, but during the
assessment process comment was provided by:
•

Department of State Growth – Mineral Resources Tasmania

The following Divisions/areas of the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and
Environment also provided advice on the drafts or final EER:
•

Regulator, EPA Tasmania

•

Scientific Officer - Water Specialist, EPA Tasmania

•

Conservation Assessments Section, Natural and Cultural Heritage, DPIPWE

•

Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania, Natural and Cultural Heritage, DPIPWE
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6 Evaluation of Environmental Issues
EPA Tasmania has evaluated environmental issues considered relevant to the proposal. Details of
this evaluation, along with the permit conditions required by the Board, are discussed below:
The following issues are discussed:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Air quality
Water quality
Noise emissions
Natural values
Weeds, pests, and pathogens
Waste and environmentally hazardous substances
Decommissioning and rehabilitation

General conditions
The following general conditions will be imposed on the activity:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Q1 Regulatory limits
G1 Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents
G2 Incident response
G3 No changes without approval
G4 Change of ownership
G5 Change of responsibility
G6 Quarry Code of Practice
G7 Complaints register
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Issue 1: Air Quality
Description of potential impacts
Air emissions in the form of dust have the potential to cause environmental nuisance or harm if
not appropriately managed. Dust sources from the operation include extraction and screening
of material, blowoff from stockpiles, loading of trucks and during the movement of vehicles and
machinery on and off site. The nearest sensitive receptor is a residence on the outskirts of
Zeehan, approximately 14 km from the site.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER states the following measures to minimise dust emissions:
•

Use of a water cart to suppress dust on dry or windy days;

•

Minimising drop distances for conveyor and loading trucks and hoppers;

•

Ensuring consistent drainage across trafficked areas to minimise ponding; and

•

Covering loads or maintaining load height below tray sides during cartage.

Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
Evaluation
Given the large distance between the quarry and the nearest sensitive receptor, general
conditions are considered sufficient to mitigate the risk of causing environmental nuisance
through dust emissions. A1 will require the proponent to control dust emissions to prevent
environmental nuisance beyond the boundary of the Land. A2 requires vehicles to be equipped
with effective control measures to prevent the escape of the materials when they leave the Land
or travel on public roads. A3 requires the control of dust emissions from crushing and
screening plant.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
A1. Control of dust emissions
A2. Covering of vehicles
A3. Control of dust emissions from plant
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Issue 2: Water Quality
Description of potential impacts
Potential impacts on water quality relate to stormwater runoff from the extraction area carrying
sediment or pollutants from hydrocarbon leaks or spills. The intensified activity will create
additional exposed surfaces that could be vulnerable to erosion and sediment loss. The
additional volume of quarrying activities will also create additional sediment.
The EER states that the source rock is igneous and therefore unlikely to contain any potentially
acid forming mineral.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER states that the quarry will be developed to minimise stormwater runoff discharging
sediment off the Land. An intercept drain will capture run-off flow and direct it to the sediment
trap to enable sediment particles of ≥ 0.02mm to settle out. The sediment trap, which will be
enlarged to cope with the greater extraction area, discharges water into dense vegetation for
about 200 metres before it enters the Heemskirk River.
A hydrocarbon boom will be onsite for deployment across the surface of the sediment trap in
case a hydrocarbon leak or spill occurs and enters the sediment control infrastructure
(discussed further under issue 6: Waste and environmentally hazardous substances).
Public and agency comment
EPA Tasmania’s water specialist advised that the water quality risks of this proposal relate to
sediments in stormwater, and possibly spreading of weeds and phytopthora, should they be
introduced to the site. Further, the settling pond capacity detailed in the EER was sufficient for
stage 1 operations but may need to be increased at later stages.
Evaluation
The proposed onsite management of surface water is consistent with the acceptable standards
of the Quarry Code of Practice (EPA 2017) regarding drainage and erosion control.
SW1 requires management of any polluted stormwater to ensure sediments or other polluting
substances are not discharged from the Land. To do this, perimeter drains or bunds must be
constructed and maintained to strategically direct stormwater around the site (SW2).
Enlargement of the existing sediment trap is necessary to account for the larger proposed area
of disturbance. Installation and maintenance of the sediment trap is addressed by condition
SW3. The application of these conditions is considered adequate to minimise the discharge of
sediment in stormwater from the site.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
SW1. Stormwater
SW2. Perimeter drains or bunds
SW3. Design and Maintenance of settling ponds
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Issue 3: Noise emissions
Description of potential impacts
Noise will be generated by plant and machinery (excavator, mobile crusher, mechanical screen)
as well as haulage trucks. Blasting is proposed 2-3 times per year.
Management measures proposed in EER
There are no specific noise management measures proposed in the EER.
Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
Evaluation
Since there are no residential properties located in the vicinity of the quarry, noise emissions
are not considered a significant environmental issue. The proposed operating hours are
standard Quarry Code of Practice hours (EPA 2017), and the separation distance between the
site and nearest residence (14km) is considered sufficient to mitigate the risk of causing
environmental nuisance through noise emissions.
The proponent will be required to comply with permit condition OP3, which restricts
operating hours to 07:00 - 19:00 on weekdays and 08:00 - 16:00 on Saturdays. Blasting hours
will be curtailed to 10:00 -16:00 weekdays, under permit condition B1. B2 requires blasting to
take place in accordance with the Blast Management Plan provided (Appendix 2 of EER), or any
subsequent revisions approved by the Director.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
OP3. Operating hours
B1. Blasting times
B2. Blast Management Plan
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Issue 4: Natural Values
Description of potential impacts
Vegetation clearing has the potential to kill, disturb, or remove habitat, for threatened fauna and
flora. Truck movements, especially between dusk and dawn, may increase roadkill risk.
According to the EER, total vegetation clearing over the 40 year quarry lifetime will be 5
hectares, and there will be up to 30 vehicle movements per day.
The proponent engaged Ecological Consulting Options Tasmania (ECOtas) to undertake a
natural values assessment of the site (Appendix 3 of the EER, French & Wapstra 2021). One
threatened flora species was detected on the site: the horned orchid (Orthoceras strictum), listed
as rare under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 (TSPA). The EER acknowledges that
a permit under the TSPA will be required to ‘take’ the three individuals of Orthoceras
strictum that will be destroyed by the footprint of the quarry. The site does not contain any
listed threatened communities under the NCA or EPBC Act.
No listed fauna species were detected on the site, though the site does support potential
foraging and denning/lay-up habitat for three threatened carnivorous marsupials; the Tasmanian
devil (Sarcophilus harrisii) endangered under the TSPA and EPBC Act, the spotted-tailed quoll
(Dasyurus maculatus), rare under the TSPA and vulnerable under the EPBC Act and the eastern
quoll (Dasyurus viverrinus), endangered under the EPBC act. However, no potential den sites
were identified.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER states that:
• A permit under the TSPA to ‘take’ three individuals of Orthoceras strictum will be acquired
before further clearing takes place (Management measure 5);
•

Truck movements to and from Heemskirk Quarry will be restricted to daylight hours only
(Management measure 6).

Public and agency comment
DPIPWE’s Conservation Assessments Section (CAS) commented on an earlier draft of the EER
to recommend that roadkill mitigation measures be implemented, which the proponent acted
on by proposing to restrict cartage to daylight hours. CAS also stated that if any dens are
subsequently located during works then these should be managed in accordance with the Survey
Guidelines And Management Advice For Development Proposals That May Impact On The Tasmanian
Devil (Sarcophilus harrisii).
The proponent queried the need for the proposed Tasmanian devil and quoll preclearance
survey condition (FF1), stating that the natural values assessment undertaken did not
recommend management measures for these species.
Evaluation
As most roadkill occurs in the hours of darkness, limiting cartage of material to daylight hours is
an effective strategy to mitigate roadkill risk for Tasmanian devils, quolls and other native fauna.
Condition OP4 will restrict haulage of product to daylight hours only.
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Given that quarrying is to be conducted in a staged manner over 40 years, there is potential for
horned orchids to disperse, and marsupial carnivores to den on the site in the future, as the
environment changes. Therefore, conditions FF1 and FF2 require surveys for threatened
marsupial carnivore dens and horned orchids to be undertaken before additional vegetation
clearing on the site in subsequent stages.
If these conditions are complied with, it is considered that, while the proposal will result in the
clearing of some native vegetation, it will have minimal or no impact on threatened flora or
fauna.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
OP4. Cartage Hours
FF1. Tasmanian devil, eastern quoll and spotted-tailed quoll survey
FF2. Horned orchid survey
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Issue 5: Weeds, pests and pathogens
Description of potential impacts
The spread of weeds, pests and pathogens can compromise the ecological functioning of natural
environments and have substantial negative impacts on industries such as agriculture and
forestry. The movement of trucks to and from the site, especially if also used on other sites,
may increase the risk of spreading weeds, pests and pathogens.
The quarry was surveyed for weeds and diseases in December 2019 and was declared to be
weed and disease free (Appendix 4 of EER). A check for weeds was also made as part of the
Natural Values Survey conducted on 8 Feb 2021, with no environmental or declared weeds
found (Appendix 3 of EER, French & Wapstra 2021).
Management measures proposed in EER
According to the EER, the quarry operator intends to maintain the weed and disease-free status
by adopting the hygiene protocols from the Weed and Disease Planning and Hygiene Guidelines
2015 (DPIPWE 2015):
• All machinery will be thoroughly cleaned, inspected and certified before being mobilised
to site.
• Access to the site will be strictly controlled when the quarry is unattended by fastening a
locked chain.
•
Public and agency comment
DPIPWE’s Conservation Assessments Section commented to say that adherence to strict
hygiene measures, in accordance with the Weed and Disease Planning and Hygiene Guidelines
2015, is recommended.
Evaluation
Appropriate weed and disease management will be important to ensure that weeds and
pathogens are not introduced to the site. OP1 requires the Land to be kept substantially free of
weeds, and washdown will be required before machinery enters the site (OP2).
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
OP1. Weed Management
OP2. Machinery Washdown
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Issue 6: Waste and environmentally hazardous substances
Description of potential impacts
Inappropriate management of waste may result in public health impacts or environmental nuisance
or harm. Waste produced by the proposal will include general refuse (e.g. food scraps, paper and
packaging) and sanitary waste from the on-site toilet. Spills of fuel or oil from damaged equipment
or incidents during refuelling may result in impacts to soils, surface water and groundwater if not
appropriately managed.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER states that mobile equipment will be refuelled using a utility mounted refuelling facility.
Lubricants, engine oil and hydraulic fluid for daily maintenance will be stored in an enclosed
bunded storage shed on a bunded pallet. The Operator will retain a hydrocarbon spill kit onsite
ready for immediate deployment if a hydrocarbon leak or spill occurs, including a hydrocarbon
boom for deployment across the surface of the sediment trap.
According to the EER explosives used for blasting will not be stored on site but will be
transported, handled and managed by a professional explosives contractor in accordance with
the documented blast management plan (EER Appendix 2).
Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
Evaluation
As minimal general waste will be produced, any impacts from litter are likely to be minor. The
appropriate storage and handling of hazardous materials is supported and will be required by
conditions H1 and H2. It is considered that the potential impacts from localised machinery spills
can be appropriately managed with the provision of appropriate spill kits (H3). LO2 is included
to ensure that the proponent is aware of the relevant State Acts governing the storage and
handling of dangerous substances.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
H1. Storage and handling of hazardous materials
H2. Handling of hazardous materials – mobile
H3. Spill kits
LO2. Storage and handling of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous
substances
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Issue 7: Decommissioning and Rehabilitation
Description of potential impacts
Rehabilitation is necessary to prevent sedimentation and erosion, restore native flora and fauna
habitat, prevent the establishment of weeds, and ensure the long-term stability of the site.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER states that the total disturbed footprint of the expanded quarry site over its 40-year
lifetime will be 5 hectares. Because operations are constrained to only the area necessary to
accommodate extraction, crushing and screening, stockpiles and vehicle manoeuvring, there will
be minimal opportunities for progressive rehabilitation during stage 1.
A final decommissioning and rehabilitation process is also described:
•

The quarry face will be benched in two 5 to 6 metre faces;

•

all machinery, sheds and equipment will be removed from the site;

•

remaining overburden and topsoil stockpiles will be spread across the floor of the quarry;

•

the sediment trap will be cleaned out and the spoil using in rehabilitation works;

•

quarry access road and any side tracks and hard stands will be ripped to facilitate infiltration;

•

any seed slash resulting from clearing for the final shot (blast) will be spread over the floor

surface;
•

the access will be secured against unauthorised entry.

Public and agency comment
Mineral Resources Tasmania commented to inform that the maximum disturbed area without
rehabilitation at any time will be 2.5 hectares, as detailed in their Mining Lease conditions.
Evaluation
It is considered appropriate to include permit condition DC1 to ensure that progressive
rehabilitation is undertaken, with a maximum 2.5 hectare area of disturbance without
rehabilitation at any time. DC2 ensures that stockpiling of topsoil is kept separate for later use
in rehabilitation; DC3 ensures rehabilitation on cessation of the quarry is substantially
completed within 12 months of cessation, and that rehabilitated areas are monitored and
maintained for at least 3 years. The proponent is required to notify the Director where a
temporary suspension of activity is likely to occur (DC4) or of the permanent cessation of the
activity (DC5). DC6 requires a Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Plan to be submitted for
approval to the Director.
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Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
DC1. Progressive rehabilitation
DC2. Stockpiling of surface soil
DC3. Rehabilitation on cessation
DC4. Temporary suspension of activity
DC5. Notification of cessation
DC6. DRP requirements
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7 Other Issues
The following issues have been raised during the assessment process and are discussed briefly
here. These are issues which are not the Board’s responsibility under the EMPC Act, or issues
which are more appropriately addressed by another regulatory agency.
1. Aboriginal heritage
2. Traffic impacts and safety
1. Aboriginal Heritage
Potential impacts to Aboriginal heritage are not discussed in the EER. The proposal was referred
to Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania, who concluded that that there is a low likelihood of Aboriginal
heritage being present. Nevertheless, Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania recommend that an
Unanticipated Discovery Plan should be available on-site during ground disturbing works to help
aid the proponent in meeting their requirements under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975 should
suspected Aboriginal heritage be discovered. Legal Obligation LO3 is included in the permit to
ensure that the proponent is aware of obligations under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975.
2. Traffic Impacts and safety
The EER states that the increase in production will result in an increase of average daily traffic
movements associated with the quarry to approximately 17, with expected peak movements to
increase to 30 per day.
While the impact of traffic on noise, air quality and natural values is within the scope of the
Board’s assessment under the EMPC Act, the issue of increased traffic in regard to network
capacity, sight distances and road condition is within the scope of West Coast Council’s
assessment under the Tasmanian Planning Scheme- West Coast Council Local Provisions Schedule.
The one Representation received requested a Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) to assess the
requirements of C3 Road and Railway Assets Code.
It is understood that West Coast Council has requested a TIA from the proponent. As this
request was not a supplement requested by the Board for its assessment purposes, it did not have
the effect of stopping the clock for the Board’s assessment.
Any permit conditions relating to these issues would be applied by West Coast Council in its
planning permit, if granted.
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8 Report Conclusions
This assessment has been based on the information provided by the proponent, Gaspersic
Contracting Pty Ltd, in the permit application and the case for assessment (the EER).
This report incorporates specialist advice provided by EPA Tasmania scientific specialists and
regulatory staff, other Divisions of DPIPWE and other government agencies.
It is concluded that:
1. the RMPS and EMPCS objectives have been duly and properly pursued in the assessment of
the proposal;
2. the assessment of the proposed activity has been undertaken in accordance with the
Environmental Impact Assessment Principles; and
3. the proposed activity is capable of being managed in an environmentally acceptable manner
such that it is unlikely that the objectives of the Environmental Management and Pollution
Control Act 1994 (the RMPS and EMPCS objectives) would be compromised, provided that
the Permit Conditions - Environmental No. 10599 appended to this report are imposed
and duly complied with.
The environmental conditions appended to this report are a new set of operating conditions for
the entire, intensified activity that will supersede the existing permit conditions.
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9 Report Approval
Environmental Assessment Report and conclusions, including environmental conditions,
adopted:

Cindy Ong
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, EPA TASMANIA
Acting under delegation from the Board of the Environment Protection Authority
Date: 1 November 2021
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Appendix 1 – Table of proponent management measures
Item

Management Measures

1

•
•
•
•

2

•
•
•

3

•
•

4

•
•

5

•

6

•

7

•

8

•

•

Minimise drop distances for conveyor and loading trucks
and hoppers.
Ensure consistent drainage across trafficked areas to
minimise ponding.
Deploy a water cart on dry and windy days are required.
Cover loads or maintain load height below tray sides
height.
Extension of the existing intercept drainage to account for
the expanded area.
Enlargement of the existing sediment trap to account for
the larger area of disturbance.
Keeping a Hydrocarbon Boom ready for deployment if a
significant fuel or oil spill or leak occurs.
The blast management plan will include signage and blast
guards positioned on Heemskirk Road to hold traffic a
safe distance away for the shot initiation.
The road will be inspected for any fly rock before traffic is
allowed to resume.
Spares or waste generated through breakdowns or
routine lubrication will be retained in the workers’ utes
and taken offsite at the end of each working day.
Litter emanating from lunches and other amenities will be
retained in enclosed containers and periodically disposed
of to an approved disposal site.
A permit under the TSPA to ‘take’ three individuals of
Orthoceras strictum will be acquired.
Truck movements to and from Heemskirk Quarry will be
restricted to daylight hours only.
Weed and disease free status will be maintained by
adopting the hygiene protocols from the Weed and Disease
Planning and Hygiene Guidelines 2015 (DPIPWE (b), March
2015)
The level of accumulated sediment in the sediment trap
will be monitored. The trap will be cleaned out once the
level of accumulated sediment has risen to half the water
level.
If dust is observed crossing the mining lease boundary a
water cart will be deployed to suppress the dust.

Timeframe
During operational
campaigns

Development of
Expanded
operations.

During blasting
operations

At all times

Before further
clearing takes place
At all times
At all times

As required
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PERMIT PART B
PERMIT CONDITIONS - ENVIRONMENTAL No. 10599
Issued under the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994
Activity:

The operation of a quarry (ACTIVITY TYPE: Crushing, grinding, milling or
separating into different sizes (rocks, ores or minerals))
HEEMSKIRK QUARRY, HEEMSKIRK ROAD
GRANVILLE HARBOUR TAS 7469

The above activity has been assessed as a level 2 activity under the Environmental Management
and Pollution Control Act 1994.
Acting under Section 25(5)(a)(i) of the EMPCA, the Board of the Environment Protection
Authority has required that this Permit Part B be included in any Permit granted under the Land Use
Planning and Approvals Act 1993 with respect to the above activity.
Municipality:
Permit Application Reference:
EPA file reference:

WEST COAST
DA 2021/45
20/8383

Date conditions approved:

1 November 2021
______________________________________________

Signed:

______________________________________________
DELEGATE FOR THE BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT
PROTECTION AUTHORITY
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DEFINITIONS
Unless the contrary appears, words and expressions used in this Permit Part B have the meaning
given to them in Schedule 1 of this Permit and in the EMPCA. If there is any inconsistency
between a definition in the EMPCA and a definition in this Permit Part B, the EMPCA prevails to
the extent of the inconsistency.
ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
The person responsible for the activity must comply with the conditions contained in Schedule 2 of
this Permit Part B.
INFORMATION
Attention is drawn to Schedule 3, which contains important additional information.
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Schedule 1: Definitions
In this Permit Part B:50,000 cubic metres per year is considered equivalent to 80,000 tonnes per year.
Aboriginal Relic has the meaning described in section 2(3) of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975.
Activity means any environmentally relevant activity (as defined in Section 3 of EMPCA) to which
this document relates, and includes more than one such activity.
Daylight hours means the period between one hour after dawn and one hour before dusk.
Director means the Director, Environment Protection Authority holding office under Section 18 of
EMPCA and includes a delegate or person authorised in writing by the Director to exercise a power
or function on the Director's behalf.
DRP means Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Plan.
EMPCA means the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994.
Environmental Harm and Material Environmental Harm and Serious Environmental Harm
each have the meanings ascribed to them in Section 5 of EMPCA.
Environmental Nuisance and Pollutant each have the meanings ascribed to them in Section 3 of
EMPCA.
Environmentally Hazardous Material means any substance or mixture of substances of a nature
or held in quantities which present a reasonably foreseeable risk of causing serious or material
environmental harm if released to the environment and includes fuels, oils, waste and chemicals but
excludes sewage.
Person Responsible is any person who is or was responsible for the environmentally relevant
activity to which this document relates and includes the officers, employees, contractors, joint
venture partners and agents of that person, and includes a body corporate.
Pollutant has the meaning ascribed to it in Section 3 of EMPCA.
Quarry Code of Practice means the document of this title published by the Environment
Protection Authority in May 2017, and includes any subsequent versions of this document.
Stormwater means water traversing the surface of The Land as a result of rainfall.
The Land means the land on which the activity to which this document relates may be carried out,
and includes: buildings and other structures permanently fixed to the land, any part of the land
covered with water, and any water covering the land. The Land falls within the area defined by:
1 Mining Lease 5M/2021; and
2 as further delineated at Attachment 1.
Threatened Species has the meaning ascribed in the Threatened Species Act 1995.
Weed means a declared weed as defined in the Weed Management Act 1999.
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Weed And Disease Guidelines means the document titled Weed and Disease Planning and
Hygiene Guidelines - Preventing the spread of weeds and diseases in Tasmania, by the Department
of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment, dated March 2015, and any amendment to or
substitution of this document.
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Schedule 2: Conditions
Maximum Quantities
Q1

Regulatory limits
1 The activity must not exceed the following limits :
1.1 50,000 cubic metres per year of rocks, ores or minerals processed.
1.2 50,000 cubic metres per year of rock or gravel extracted

General
G1

Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents
A copy of these conditions and any associated documents referred to in these conditions must
be held in a location that is known to and accessible to the person responsible for the activity.
The person responsible for the activity must ensure that all persons who are responsible for
undertaking work on The Land, including contractors and sub-contractors, are familiar with
these conditions to the extent relevant to their work.

G2

Incident response
If an incident causing or threatening environmental nuisance, serious environmental harm or
material environmental harm from pollution occurs in the course of the activity, then the
person responsible for the activity must immediately take all reasonable and practicable action
to minimise any adverse environmental effects from the incident.

G3

No changes without approval
1 The following changes, if they may cause or increase the emission of a pollutant which
may cause material or serious environmental harm or environmental nuisance, must
only take place in relation to the activity if such changes have been approved in writing
by the EPA Board following its assessment of an application for a permit under the
Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993, or approved in writing by the Director:
1.1 a change to a process used in the course of carrying out the activity; or
1.2 the construction, installation, alteration or removal of any structure or equipment
used in the course of carrying out the activity; or
1.3 a change in the quantity or characteristics of materials used in the course of
carrying out the activity.

G4

Change of ownership
If the owner of The Land upon which the activity is carried out changes or is to change, then,
as soon as reasonably practicable but no later than 30 days after becoming aware of the
change or intended change in the ownership of The Land, the person responsible must notify
the Director in writing of the change or intended change of ownership.

G5

Change of responsibility
If the person responsible for the activity intends to cease to be responsible for the activity, that
person must notify the Director in writing of the full particulars of any person succeeding him
or her as the person responsible for the activity, before such cessation.

G6

Quarry Code of Practice
Unless otherwise required by these conditions or required in writing by the Director, the
activity (or activities) undertaken on The Land must comply with the Acceptable Standards
provisions of the Quarry Code of Practice.
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Complaints register
1 A public complaints register must be maintained. The public complaints register must,
as a minimum, record the following detail in relation to each complaint received in
which it is alleged that environmental harm (including an environmental nuisance) has
been caused by the activity:
1.1 the date and time at which the complaint was received;
1.2 contact details for the complainant (where provided);
1.3 the subject matter of the complaint;
1.4 any investigations undertaken with regard to the complaint; and
1.5 the manner in which the complaint was resolved, including any mitigation
measures implemented.
2 Complaint records must be maintained for a period of at least 3 years.

Atmospheric
A1

Control of dust emissions
Dust emissions from The Land must be controlled to the extent necessary to prevent
environmental nuisance beyond the boundary of The Land.

A2

Covering of vehicles
Vehicles carrying loads containing material which may blow or spill must be equipped with
effective control measures to prevent the escape of the materials from the vehicles when they
leave The Land or travel on public roads. Effective control measures may include tarpaulins
or load dampening.

A3

Control of dust emissions from plant
1 Dust produced by the operation of all crushing and screening plant must be controlled
by the use of one or more of the following methods to the extent necessary to prevent
environmental nuisance:
1.1 the installation of fixed water sprays at all crushers and at all points where crushed
material changes direction due to belt transfer;
1.2 the installation of dust extraction equipment at all crushers and at all points where
crushed material changes direction due to belt transfer, and the incorporation of
such equipment with all vibrating screens;
1.3 the enclosure of the crushing and screening plant and the treatment of atmospheric
emissions by dust extraction equipment; and
1.4 any other method that has been approved in writing by the Director.

Blasting
B1

Blasting times
Blasting on The Land must take place only between the hours of 1000 hours and 1600 hours
Monday to Friday. Blasting must not take place on Saturdays, Sundays or public holidays
unless prior written approval of the Director has been obtained.

B2

Blast Management Plan
Blasting on The Land must take place in accordance with Blast Management Plan - Gaspersic
Contracting Quarry Blasting - Heemskirk, dated 4 Jan 2020, or subsequent revisions thereof,
as approved by the Director.
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Decommissioning And Rehabilitation
DC1

Progressive rehabilitation
Worked out or disused sections of The Land must be rehabilitated concurrently with
extractive activities on other sections of The Land. Progressive rehabilitation must be carried
out in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Quarry Code of Practice, unless
otherwise approved in writing by the Director. The maximum disturbed area of land which
may remain, at any time, without rehabilitation is 2.5 hectares.

DC2

Stockpiling of surface soil
Prior to commencement of extractive activities on any portion of The Land, surface soils must
be removed in that portion of The Land to be disturbed by the conduct of the activity and
stockpiled for later use in rehabilitation of The Land. Topsoil must be kept separate from
other overburden and protected from erosion or other disturbance.

DC3

Temporary suspension of activity
1 Within 30 days of becoming aware of any event or decision which is likely to give rise
to the temporary suspension of the activity, the person responsible for the activity must
notify the Director in writing of that event or decision. The notice must specify the date
upon which the activity is expected to suspend or has suspended.
2 During temporary suspension of the activity:
2.1 The Land must be managed and monitored by the person responsible for the
activity to ensure that emissions from The Land do not cause serious
environmental harm, material environmental harm or environmental nuisance; and
2.2 If required by the Director a Care and Maintenance Plan for the activity must be
submitted, by a date specified in writing by the Director, for approval. The person
responsible must implement the approved Care and Maintenance Plan, as may be
amended from time to time with written approval of the Director.
3 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, if the activity on The Land has
substantially ceased for 2 years or more, rehabilitation of The Land must be carried out
in accordance with the requirements of these conditions as if the activity has
permanently ceased.

DC4

Notification of cessation
Within 30 days of becoming aware of any event or decision which is likely to give rise to the
permanent cessation of the activity, the person responsible for the activity must notify the
Director in writing of that event or decision. The notice must specify the date upon which the
activity is expected to cease or has ceased.

DC5

Rehabilitation on cessation
1 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, rehabilitation upon permanent
cessation of the activity must be undertaken in accordance with relevant provisions of
the Quarry Code of Practice and in accordance with the following:
1.1 rehabilitation earthworks must be substantially completed within 12 months of
cessation of the activity; and
1.2 rehabilitated areas must be monitored and maintained for a period of at least three
years after rehabilitation works have been substantially completed, after which
time the person responsible for the activity may apply in writing to the Director
for a written statement that rehabilitation has been successfully completed.
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DRP requirements
Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, a Decommissioning and Rehabilitation
Plan (DRP) for the activity must be submitted for approval to the Director within 30 days of
the Director being notified of the planned cessation of the activity or by a date specified in
writing by the Director. The DRP must be prepared in accordance with any guidelines
provided by the Director.

Flora And Fauna
FF1

Tasmanian devil, eastern quoll and spotted-tailed quoll survey
1 At least 30 days prior to commencement of any vegetation clearance on the Land, or by
a date specified in writing by the Director:
1.1 a survey of the area to be disturbed for Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii),
eastern quoll (Dasyurus viverrinus) and spotted-tailed quoll (Dasyurus maculatus)
habitat must be conducted in accordance with the 'Guidelines for Natural Values
Surveys - Terrestrial Development Proposals', prepared by the Natural and
Cultural Heritage Division of the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water
and Environment (2015), and specifically for Tasmanian Devils, the 'Survey
Guidelines and Management Advice for Development Proposals that may impact
on the Tasmanian Devil (Sarcophilus harrisii)', prepared by the Natural and
Cultural Heritage Division of the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water
and Environment (2015), or any subsequent revisions of these documents;
1.2 the person(s) conducting the survey must be appropriately qualified in the
identification of these species and their habitat;
1.3 a report outlining the findings of the survey must be submitted to the Director for
approval prior to the commencement of vegetation clearance; and
1.4 if any Tasmanian Devil, eastern quoll or spotted-tailed quoll will be adversely
impacted by the activity, this must be brought to the attention of the Department
which administers the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 prior to such
impact occurring.

FF2

Horned orchid survey
1 At least 30 days prior to commencement of any vegetation clearance on the Land, or by
a date specified in writing by the Director:
1.1 a survey of the area to be disturbed for horned orchid (Orthoceras strictum)
habitat must be conducted;
1.2 the person(s) conducting the survey must be appropriately qualified in the
identification of the species and its habitat;
1.3 a report outlining the findings of the survey must be submitted to the Director for
approval prior to the commencement of vegetation clearance; and
1.4 if any horned orchid will be adversely impacted by the activity, this must be
brought to the attention of the Department which administers the Threatened
Species Protection Act 1995 prior to such impact occurring.

Hazardous Substances
H1

Storage and handling of hazardous materials
1 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, environmentally hazardous
materials held on The Land must be:
1.1 stored within impervious bunded areas, spill trays or other containment systems;
and
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1.2

managed to prevent unauthorised discharge, emission or deposition of pollutants:
1.2.1 to soils within the boundary of The Land in a manner that is likely to cause
serious or material environmental harm;
1.2.2 to groundwater;
1.2.3 to waterways; or
1.2.4 beyond the boundary of The Land.

H2

Handling of hazardous materials - mobile
1 Where mobile containment of environmentally hazardous materials is utilised for the
fuelling or servicing of mobile or fixed plant on The Land, all reasonable measures must
be implemented to prevent unauthorised discharge, emission or deposition of pollutants:
1.1 to soils within the boundary of The Land in a manner that is likely to cause
serious or material environmental harm;
1.2 to groundwater;
1.3 to waterways; or
1.4 beyond the boundary of The Land.
2 Reasonable measures may include spill kits, spill trays/bunds or absorbent pads, and
automatic cut-offs on any pumping equipment.

H3

Spill kits
Spill kits appropriate for the types and volumes of materials handled on The Land must be
kept in appropriate locations and maintained in a functional condition to assist with the
containment of spilt environmentally hazardous materials.

Operations
OP1

Weed management
The Land must be kept substantially free of weeds to minimise the risk of weeds being spread
through the transport of products from The Land.

OP2

Machinery washdown
Prior to entering The Land, machinery must be washed in accordance with the Weed and
Disease Guidelines, or any subsequent revisions of that document.

OP3

Operating hours
1 Unless otherwise approved by the Director, activities associated with the extraction of
rock, gravel, sand, clay or minerals, loading and haulage of product, and
screening/crushing must not be undertaken outside the hours of 0700 hours to 1900
hours on weekdays and 0800 hours to 1600 hours on Saturdays.
2 Notwithstanding the above paragraph, activities must not be carried out on public
holidays that are observed Statewide (Easter Tuesday excepted).

OP4

Cartage Hours
Not withstanding condition OP3, unless otherwise approved by the Director, vehicles for the
purpose of haulage of product must only enter or leave The Land during daylight hours.

Stormwater Management
SW1

Stormwater
1 Polluted stormwater that will be discharged from The Land must be collected and
treated prior to discharge to the extent necessary to prevent serious or material
environmental harm, or environmental nuisance.
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Notwithstanding the above, all stormwater that is discharged from The Land must not
carry pollutants such as sediment, oil and grease in quantities or concentrations that are
likely to degrade the visual quality of any receiving waters outside The Land.
All reasonable measures must be implemented to ensure that solids entrained in
stormwater are retained on The Land. Such measures may include appropriately sized
and maintained sediment settling ponds or detention basins.

SW2

Perimeter drains or bunds
1 Perimeter cut-off drains, or bunds, must be constructed at strategic locations on The
Land to prevent surface run-off from entering the area used or disturbed in carrying out
the activity. All reasonable measures must be implemented to ensure that sediment
transported along these drains, or bunds, remains on The Land. Such measures may
include provision of strategically located sediment fences, appropriately sized and
maintained sediment settling ponds, vegetated swales, detention basins and other
measures designed and operated in accordance with the principles of Water Sensitive
Urban Design.
2 Drains, or bunds, must have sufficient capacity to contain run-off that could reasonably
be expected to arise during a 1 in 20 year rainfall event. Maintenance activities must be
undertaken regularly to ensure that this capacity does not diminish.

SW3

Design and maintenance of settling ponds
1 Sediment settling ponds must be designed and maintained in accordance with the
following requirements:
1.1 ponds must be designed to successfully mitigate reasonably foreseeable sediment
loss which would result from a 1 in 20 year storm event;
1.2 discharge from ponds must occur via a stable spillway that is not subject to
erosion;
1.3 all pond walls must be stable and treated with topsoil and vegetated or otherwise
treated in such a manner as to prevent erosion; and
1.4 sediment settling ponds must be periodically cleaned out to ensure that the pond
design capacity is maintained. Sediment removed during this cleaning must be
securely deposited such that sediment will not be transported off The Land by
surface run-off.
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Schedule 3: Information
Legal Obligations
LO1

EMPCA
The activity must be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental
Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 and Regulations thereunder. The conditions of
this document must not be construed as an exemption from any of those requirements.

LO2

Storage and handling of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous substances
1 The storage, handling and transport of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous
substances must comply with the requirements of relevant State Acts and any
regulations thereunder, including:
1.1 Work Health and Safety Act 2012 and subordinate regulations;
1.2 Explosives Act 2012 and subordinate regulations; and
1.3 Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail Transport) Act 2010 and subordinate
regulations.

LO3

Aboriginal relics requirements
1 Aboriginal relics, objects, sites, places and human remains regardless of whether they
are located on public or private land, are protected under the Aboriginal Heritage Act
1975.
2 Unanticipated discoveries of Aboriginal heritage must be reported to Aboriginal
Heritage Tasmania on 1300 487 045 as soon as possible.

Other Information
OI1

Waste management hierarchy
1 Wastes should be managed in accordance with the following hierarchy of waste
management:
1.1 waste should be minimised, that is, the generation of waste must be reduced to the
maximum extent that is reasonable and practicable, having regard to best practice
environmental management;
1.2 waste should be re-used or recycled to the maximum extent that is practicable;
and
1.3 waste that cannot be re-used or recycled must be disposed of at a waste depot site
or treatment facility that has been approved in writing by the relevant planning
authority or the Director to receive such waste, or otherwise in a manner approved
in writing by the Director.

OI2

Notification of incidents under section 32 of EMPCA
Where a person is required by section 32 of EMPCA to notify the Director of the release of a
pollutant, the Director can be notified by telephoning 1800 005 171 (a 24-hour emergency
telephone number).

DELEGATE FOR THE BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY

1-11-2021

Attachment 1: The Land

DELEGATE FOR THE BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY

1-11-2021

Guidance for Land Use Planners on Environmental Impact Assessments conducted by the EPA Board, May 2018

2

