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Board of Environment Protection Authority 

 
Minutes 

 

Meeting No.: 204 

Date: Tuesday 4 August 2026 10:00– 3:00 pm 

Location: Online | EPA Office, 40 Elizabeth Street, Hobart 
 

PRESENT 

Board  

Andrew Paul (Chair) 

Mark Gifford (Member) 

Catherine Murdoch (Member)  

Ian Cresswell (Member) 

Rosanna Coombes (Member)  

Other attendees  

 Fionna Bourne (Manager, Environmental 
Engagement, EPA) 

 Amanda Locatelli (Director Environmental 
Assessment, EPA) (Items 204.9-204.13) 

 Edith O’Shea (Manager Assessments, EPA) (Items 
204.9-204.13) 

 Catherine Browning (Principal Assessment Officer, 
EPA) (Item 204.9) 

 Mary Gibbs (Principal Assessment Officer, EPA) 
(Item 204.10) 

 

204.1 Strategic Planning Session 

The Board participated in a Strategic Planning session for the development of a new Strategic Plan for the 
Environment Protection Authority 

 

204.2 Apologies 

No apologies noted. 
 

General Board Business 
 

204.3 Minutes of Board meetings 
a) Meeting no. 203 held on 7 July 2026 

The Board resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of meeting 203 of the EPA Board 
held on Tuesday 7 July 2026. 
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204.4 Board decision registers. 

a) Board Decision Register 
The Board noted the Board Decision Register. 

 
b) Out of Session Decision Register 

The Board noted the Out of Session Decision Register.  
 
204.5 Declaration of Interests 
The Board declared no conflicts of interest. 
 
204.6 Delegations 
The Board noted the delegations report. 
 
204.7 Actions arising 
The Board noted the actions arising table as presented. 
The Board requested an amendment to the title of item 201.7a to correct a typographical error. 
 
204.7a Clarification of financial information relating to the Savage River Rehabilitation Project 
The Board took the information as read and noted the clarification. 
 
204.8 Standing action items 
The Board noted the Standing Action item list. 
A list of potential field inspection locations to be circulated to Board members out of session for feedback, and 
further discussion at the September meeting of the Board 
 
204.8a Environment Protection Fund – Financial Report as at 30 June 2026 
The Board took the paper as read and noted the update. 
 
204.9 Major Projects Process for Bell Bay Wind Farm - Presentation 
The Board received a presentation on the Major Projects Process and its application to the Bell Bay Wind 
Farm. The presentation noted: 

• The Board is a relevant regulator for every major project under the Land Use Planning and Approvals 
Act 1993; 

• The Board becomes a participating regulator for a major project if it issues an assessment requirement 
notice or a notice recommending revocation; 

• The Board issues guidance to the Development Assessment Panel appointed by the Tasmanian 
Planning Commission; 

• Undertakes environmental impact assessment of the major project as it would under the Environmental 
Management and Pollution Control Act 1994, under a series of dictated steps under in the Land Use 
Planning and Approvals Act 1993; 

• The Major Project Impact Statement for the Bell Bay wind farm is due before the end of 2026; 

• If needed the Board will have 21 calendar days (or longer as allowed by the Minister) to request an 
amendment to the Major Project Impact Statement; 

• The Board will have 42 calendar days (or longer as allowed by the Minister) to provide Preliminary 
Advice (containing either draft conditions and restrictions or preliminary refusal advice); 

• If the Board requests an amendment to the Major Project Impact Statement the clock stops on the 42 
day period for the provision of Preliminary Advice. 

The Board noted the information provided in the presentation, in particular the short timeframes for the 
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provision of either a request to amend the Major Project Impact Statement or if no such amendment is 
required the provision of the Board’s Preliminary Advice. 
 
204.10 AI Data Centres 
The Board took the paper as read. The paper related to an AI data centre application (DA 2026-29), lodged 
with George Town Council by Firmus Technologies Pty Ltd, to construct an AI data centre at Long Reach, 
which had been referred to the EPA by George Town Council. 
In addition the Board was advised that Latrobe Council had referred DA 66-2026, also an AI factory proposed 
to be constructed and operated by Firmus Technologies Pty Ltd at Mill Road Wesley Vale. 
The Board noted that AI data centres were considered level 2 activities under the Environmental Management 
and Pollution Control Act 1994 because of the amount of fuel burnt during their operation. Further, that the 
decision as to whether the development of an AI data centre would be assessed by the Board rested on: 

1) The level of environmental risk posed by the AI data centre; and 

2) Whether there was an alternative assessment/regulatory framework that could be used to assess 
and regulate the activities of the AI data centre. 

It was further discussed that the EPA could provide advice to local council on how to manage the risks 
associated with AI data centres, and that councils could issue an Environmental Protection Notice to manage 
emerging issues once the AI data centre is in operation. 
The Board was advised that a policy paper on the proposed approach to the EPA’s assessment of AI data 
centres would be presented to the Board for its consideration at the September 2026 meeting. 
It was also noted that a clear communications approach was required to outline the EPA’s role in the 
assessment and regulation of AI data centres given the myriad of regulators involved in their regulation. 
In regard to DA 2026-29 for a proposed AI factory at Long Reach by Firmus Technologies Pty Ltd, referred by 
George Town Council under section 25(1) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 the 
Board resolved: 

1) that one or both of the applicable criteria under the Board’s Guidelines for making decisions under 
delegation – Determining when an assessment is not required had been met by the referred 
application, and therefore that assessment by the Board under the Environmental Management and 
Pollution Control Act 1994 is not required; 

2) that the Board deems it relevant to provide technical and condition advice to George Town 
Council for consideration by the Planning Authority in drafting level 1 environmental conditions; 

3) to write to the General Manager of George Town Council to inform them of the Board’s 
decision under section 25(1D) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994. 

Further the Board resolved to: 

4) Note that in relation to the proposed Wesley Vale AI Factory (DA66-2026) a decision may be 
made by the Board out of session, or the EPA Director based on the Board’s decision regarding 
the Long Reach proposal. 

In addition, the Board resolved to: 

5) Note that the Director EPA will write to all Tasmanian Councils, LGAT, RecFIT and the State 
Planning Office to notify them that AI data centres/ data factories may require referral and 
assessment by the EPA Board as a Level 2 activity under the Environmental Management and 
Pollution Control Act 1994, and furthermore to request that Councils notify the EPA in a timely 
manner of any such Development Applications lodged; and  

6) Note the draft EPA communication document in relation to AI factories. 
 
204.11 MMG Australia Limited 2/5 Dam Tailings Storage, Stage 2 Subaerial Deposition and 

Closure - Roseberry 
The Board was advised that at the request of the proponent, consideration and assessment of this proposal 
was deferred to a later Board meeting. 
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204.12 Extension of time to lodge case for assessment – HBMI Pty Ltd Leslie Vale Quarry 

Capacity Increase 
The Board took the paper as read. 
The Board resolved to: 

1. Exercise its power under section 27F(1)(b) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control 
Act 1994 to extend the period for the Proponent to submit a satisfactory case for assessment 
until 11 May 2027; 

2. Notify the Proponent that the Board has extended the period for it to submit a satisfactory case 
for assessment, as detailed in the draft letter. 

 
204.13 Assessments in Progress Tracking Sheet 
The Board noted the assessments in progress update. 
 
204.14 Media Releases - https://epa.tas.gov.au/epa/news 
All recent media releases to be circulated to the Board.  
 
204.15 Correspondence 
No correspondence received since previous meeting. 
 
204.16 Other Business 
There was no other business raised 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday 4 August 2026 10.00 am 
Meeting closed at 3:29 pm 
Minutes endorsed by: 
 

 
Andrew Paul 
CHAIRPERSON 
BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY 
 

https://epa.tas.gov.au/epa/news

