Board of Environment Protection Authority

Minutes

erra

TASMANIA

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY

Meeting No.:

202

Date: Tuesday 5 May 2026 12 — 3:00 pm
Location: Online | EPA Office, 40 Elizabeth Street, Hobart
PRESENT
Board
Andrew Paul (Chair)
Catherine Murdoch (Member)
lan Cresswell (Member)
Rosanna Coombes (Member) (via Teams)
Therese Flapper (Deputy Member)(via Teams)
Other attendees

Fionna Bourne (Manager, Environmental
Engagement, EPA)

Louise Stackhouse (Executive Officer, EPA)

Amanda Locatelli (Director Environmental
Assessment, EPA) (Items 202.6a, 202.10, 202.11)

Edith O’Shea (Manager Assessments, EPA) (ltems
202.6a, 202.10, 202.11)

David Oldmeadow (Project Manager, Assessments),

EPA) (Item 202.62)

Kate Duttmer (Waste and Contamination)
(Item?202.72)

Michael Gay (Senior Environmental Officer
(Assessments)(ltem 202.10)

202.1 Apologies

Mark Gifford was noted as an apology for the meeting.

General Board Business

202.2 Minutes of Board meetings
a) Meeting no. 201 held on 14 April 2026

The Board resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of meeting 20| of the EPA Board

held on Tuesday 14 April 2026.

Page | of 4



202.3 Board decision registers.
a) Board Decision Register
The Board noted the Board Decision Register.

b) Out of Session Decision Register
The Board noted the Out of Session Decision Register.

202.4 Declaration of Interests
The Board declared no conflicts of interest.

202.5 Delegations
The Board noted the delegations report.

202.6 Actions arising
The Board noted the actions arising table as presented.

The Board requested minor amendment to one of the Actions to make the action clearer.

202.6a - Implementation of Assessment Framework Review Recommendations

The Board received a presentation on the implementation of the recommendations arising from the
Assessment Framework Review that was undertaken as an internal initiative. The presentation noted that the
complexity and number of assessments received by the EPA in recent years has significantly increased. Further
the presentation noted the following actions have been recommended to proceed:

e Review and update structure of Environmental Assessment Report
e Proponents undertake initial scoping work prior to the EPA preparing guidelines

e Alternative models of preparing and presenting Environmental Effects Report/ Environmental Impact
Statement Guidelines

e Development of a Board policy and/or internal guidance on classing criteria

e Develop consistent position on what is needed for a ‘sufficient information base’ for the Board’s
assessment

e Develop internal position with regard to providing multiple extensions of time to submit case for
assessment.

The Board was also advised that the following actions have also been undertaken:
e Development of an assessment tracking spreadsheet
e Simplified guidelines/alternative methods for issuing ‘guidance’ have been implemented
e Changed the way EPA communicates comments after a review of the Environmental Impact Statement
e Implemented peer review of technical studies where the EPA does not have internal expertise

e Updated the Environmental Assessment Report template to focus on key risks which have increased
efficiency and clarity.

202.7 Standing action items

202.7a Audit of Past Approvals — Selfs Point Wastewater Treatment Plant

The Board received a presentation on the Selfs Point Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion and related
Macquarie Point Works.

Lessons learnt from implementing the permit conditions at this site include:

e Splitting the project into two separate projects to regulate, the first being the construction phase and
the second being the ongoing operation of the wastewater treatment plant;
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e Definition of “construction’ within the permit includes minor works such as the installation of fences —
this is problematic if the proponent wants to erect fences to secure the site, as the standard condition
prohibits construction (including installation of fences) prior to the approval of the Construction
Environmental Management Plan

e The standard condition relating to the development and approval of a Construction Environmental
Management Plan needs to be reconsidered in light of large design and construct projects, because the
requirements need to be appropriately staged, with revision, and approval, and reporting points
defined.

e Conditions/requirements need to be flexible and adaptive, otherwise there is a risk that large design
and construct projects are held up for no good environmental reason.

202.8 Environment Protection Fund — Aquarius Water Data Management System

The Board took the paper as read. The Board noted that the replacement of the current Water Quality
Database with Aquarius as a water management system is a key operational issue for the EPA. It will lead
directly to the protection, restoration or enhancement of the environment by the EPA by providing an
information management tool that will inform investigations, research activities and provide educative
information to the public and stakeholders.

The Board requested further information on the proposal and deferred the decision pending receipt of that
advice.

202.9 Extension of time to lodge case for assessment — DB Commercial Holdings Pty Ltd —
Birralee Quarry — expansion and production increase

The Board took the paper as read.

The Board resolved to:

I. Exercise its power under section 27F(1)(b) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control
Act 1994 to extend the period for the proponent to submit a satisfactory case for assessment
until 30 November 2026.

2. Notify the proponent that the Board has extended the period for it to submit a satisfactory case
for assessment.

202.10 Pentarch Logistics Pty Ltd — Massy-Green Drive Wood Optimisation Hub, South Burnie

The Board took the paper as read. The proposal includes the demolition of existing site buildings and
infrastructure and construction and operation of a sawmill and pallet assembly and painting line. Approximately
200,000 tonnes of logs per year will be diverted from the existing Level 2 woodchip mills log supply, to
produce up to 70,000 cubic meters of sawn timber. Some of this sawn timber will be used to manufacture
pallets which will be assembled and painted onsite.

The Board discussed the following revisions to the Environmental Assessment Report:
e Delete sentence “it is not anticipated to significantly increase the noise levels generated”

o  Clarify whether discussing the existing base noise levels or the permitted noise levels as they are
different

e Further clarify the difference between current noise and truck movements and those that are
permitted

e Include in list on page 22 condition number OP2

The Board endorsed the following amendments to the PCE:

e Condition NI I.I remove “woodchipping” from the clause and change the word “milling” to
“sawmilling”
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The Board noted a minor amendment to the text of the media news item.

The Board resolved to:

l.
2.

Adopt as amended the draft Environmental Assessment Report and draft PCE No. | 1557.

Authorise the Chairperson to sign the final Environmental Assessment Report and final PCE
No.11557 on its behalf.

In accordance with section 25(5)(2)(i) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act
1994, to notify Burnie City Council that the conditions and restrictions in PCE No. | 1557
must be contained in a permit granted by the planning authority under the Land Use Planning
and Approvals Act 1993 in respect of the activity, if a permit is to be granted.

In accordance with section 25(5)(a)(ii) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control
Act 1994, to provide Council with a copy of the final Environmental Assessment Report to
outline the reasons for the conditions and restrictions and authorises the Chairperson to sign
the letter to Council on its behalf.

To provide the proponent with a copy of the final Environmental Assessment Report and
authorises the Chairperson to sign the letter to the proponent on its behalf.

Adopt the draft EPA news item as amended.

Determine that, in the event that Burnie City Council grants a Permit and in accordance with
Regulation 17 of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control (General) Regulations 2017,
that EPA Board Briefing Paper — Pentarch Logistics Pty Ltd, Wood Optimisation Hub, 21 April
2026 3 of 3 Pentarch Logistics Pty Ltd is exempted from any further liability to pay the annual
permit fee for former Licence to Operate Scheduled Premises No. 5952.

Note that, should a permit be granted by Burnie City Council, an invoice will be issued in due
course to Pentarch Logistics Pty Ltd for the new permit. Fees will remain unchanged to those
already paid under the current permit, as both activities attract the same annual fee amount.

202.11 Assessments in Progress Tracking Sheet

The Board noted the assessments in progress update.

202.12 Media Releases - https://epa.tas.gov.au/epa/news

All recent media releases to be circulated to the Board.

202.13 Correspondence

No correspondence received since previous meeting.

202.14 Other Business
There was no other business raised

Next meeting: Tuesday 9 June 2026 12.00pm
Meeting closed at 2:46pm

Minutes endorsed by:

\WARNAN

Andrew Paul

CHAIRPERSON
BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY

7 July 2026
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