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Board of Environment Protection Authority 

 
Minutes 

 

Meeting No.: 203 

Date: Tuesday 7 July 2026 10:30– 3:30 pm 

Location: Online | EPA Office, 40 Elizabeth Street, Hobart 
 

PRESENT 

Board Andrew Paul (Chair) 

Mark Gifford (Member) 

Catherine Murdoch (Member)  

Ian Cresswell (Member) 

Rosanna Coombes (Member)  

Other attendees  Fionna Bourne (Manager, Environmental 
Engagement, EPA) 

 Amanda Locatelli (Director Environmental 
Assessment, EPA) (Items 203.9-203.13) 

 Edith O’Shea (Manager Assessments, EPA) (Items 
203.9-203.13) 

 Catherine Browning (Principal Assessment Officer 
(Renewables), EPA) (Item 203.9) 

 Natalie Holman (Senior Environmental Officer 
(Assessments) EPA) (Item 203.9) 

  Andrew Mesthos (Principal Assessment Officer, 
EPA) (Item 203.10) 

 

203.1 Strategic Planning Session 

The Board participated in a Strategic Planning session for the development of a new Strategic Plan for the 
Environment Protection Authority 

 

203.2 Apologies 

No apologies noted. 
 

General Board Business 
 

203.3 Minutes of Board meetings 
a) Meeting no. 202 held on 5 May 2026 

The Board resolved to approve the minutes, with the correction of minor typographic errors, as a true and 
accurate record of meeting 202 of the EPA Board held on Tuesday 5 May 2026. 
 
203.4 Board decision registers. 

a) Board Decision Register 
The Board noted the Board Decision Register. 
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b) Out of Session Decision Register 
The Board noted the Out of Session Decision Register and ratified the out of session decisions of 15 June 2026. 
 
The Board confirmed the use of funds from the Environment Protection Fund for the costs associated with the 
implementation of the Aquarius Water Data Management System and the preparation of the Quarry Code of 
Practice as approved out of session 8 May 2026 and 7 May 2026 respectively.  
 
203.5 Declaration of Interests 
The Board declared no conflicts of interest. 
 
203.6 Delegations 
The Board noted the delegations report and approved the use of the new template for reporting these 
matters to the Board. 
 
203.7 Actions arising 
The Board noted the actions arising table as presented. 
The Board requested an amendment to the table to include the matter title for clarity. 
 
203.8 Standing action items 
The Board noted the Standing Action item list. 
 
203.9 Huon Aquaculture Company Pty Ltd – Whale Point Nursery Expansion and 
Intensification – 85 Whale Point Road, Port Huon, Tasmania 
The Board took the paper as read. The proposal is for the intensification and expansion of the Whale Point 
Nursery Facility by Huon Aquaculture Company Pty Ltd. The proposal has two components: 

• the approval of the existing facility to increase the total maximum standing biomass from the current 
500 tonnes to 690 tonnes and increase the maximum annual production limit from the current 800 
tonnes to 1,965 tonne; 

• the construction of a new Wastewater Treatment Plant to allow for the incremental intensification 
from 690 tonnes to 786 tonnes, and a second Recirculating Aquaculture System to add an additional 
825 tonne capacity to the maximum standing biomass, resulting in a total maximum standing biomass 
of 1,611 tonnes. 

The Board noted that this proposal allowed for the production of fish on land for a longer period of time 
resulting in larger fish being produced to then be grown out further in the marine environment. 
The Board noted the following amendments to the Environmental Assessment Report: 

• page 55 – insert the phrase “other than by dilution”; 

• as there was no modelling of construction related noise, include this as a requirement in the 
Construction Environmental Management Plan; 

• page 18 – include information on the EPA’s understanding of the environmental risk associated with a 
catastrophic failure of the net liner. 

The Board noted the following in relation to the Environmental Licence: 

• EF1.4 – include a cross reference in this condition with the Environmental Assessment Report 
requirements in G10.1; 

• Include a requirement that the Net Liner Management Plan “must be submitted to the Director for 
approval”; 

• Include a requirement that the Wastewater Treatment Plan “must be submitted to the Director for 
approval” 

• Clarify the intent of condition WM2 regarding the storage and removal of organic waste. 
The Board noted that the media statement needed redrafting in the context of the outcomes of the 
discussion, particularly relating to the increase in standing biomass limits. 
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The Board resolved to: 

1. Note the information in Attachment 7 (Well Boat Noise Emission Investigations) and 
Attachment 9 (Proponents comments on Draft EL 11769/1);  

2. Note and consider the information in Attachment 8 (Analysis against s42Q(5) of the 
Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994); 

3. Adopt, with minor amendment, the Draft Environmental Assessment Report; 

4. In accordance with section 42Q(3)(a) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 
1994, to vary EL No. 10296/3 by adopting, with minor amendment, draft EL No. 11769/1 which 
will wholly replace the conditions in EL No. 10296/3; 

5. Authorise the Chairperson to sign the final Environmental Assessment Report and the final 
EL No. 11769/1 on its behalf, noting that the final EL No. 11769/1 cannot be issued until the end 
of the relevant Board and Council appeal periods; 

6. To issue and serve on the Proponent, the Council and each representor, a relevant notice 
specifying the details required by section 42R(4) of the Environmental Management and Pollution 
Control Act 1994 in accordance with section 42R(1) and (2) of the Environmental Management and 
Pollution Control Act 1994; 

7. Adopt the draft letters to the Proponent, the Council and each representor as the relevant 
notices required by section 42R(1) and (2) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control 
Act 1994 and authorises the Chairperson to sign the draft letters on its behalf. 

8. Adopt, with amendment, the draft media release. 
 
203.10 Extension SW and AJ Barker and Co Pty Ltd – Production increase – Boys Road Quarry 
The Board took the paper as read. The proposal is to upgrade an existing Level 1 siltstone and dolomite 
quarry to a Level 2 activity with extractive and processing limits of 40,000 cubic metres per annum. Screening 
is proposed but no blasting, crushing or grinding will occur at the site. 
The Board noted the following amendments to the Environmental Assessment Report: 

• Correct reference to “Timber Tasmania” throughout the document; 

• Clarify that there will be no exposed or unexposed controlled waste present on site; 

• Correct reference to CFEVs throughout the document; 

• In the Noise section 4.2.1 – replace “upto” with “between” 

• Page 28 replace “implant” with “implement” 

• Correct typographic errors relating to the spelling of the proponents name and Kast management 
within the document. 

The Board resolved to: 

1. Adopt the draft, as amended, Environmental Assessment Report and the draft PCE No. 11157; 

2. Authorise the Chairperson to sign the final Environmental Assessment Report and the final PCE 
No. 11157 on its behalf; 

3. In accordance with section 25(5)(a)(i) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 
1994, to notify Circular Head Council that the conditions and restrictions in PCE No. 11157 
must be contained in a permit granted by the planning authority under the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 in respect of the activity, if a permit is to be granted; 

4. In accordance with section 25(5)(a)(ii) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 
1994, to provide Council with a copy of the final Environmental Assessment Report to outline 
the reasons for the conditions and restrictions and authorises the Chairperson to sign the letter 
to Council on its behalf; 

5. To provide the Proponent with a copy of the final Environmental Assessment Report and 
authorises the Chairperson to sign the letter to the Proponent on its behalf; 

6. Adopt the draft EPA news item. 
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203.11 Environment Protection Fund – Orange Bellied Parrot Funding 
The Board took the paper as read. The final approval for the Robbins Island Renewable Energy Park included a 
requirement for payment to be made into the Environment Protection Authority’s Environment Protection 
Fund in accordance with conditions relating to the Orange Bellied Parrot Monitoring and Management Plan, 
the Orange Bellied Parrot Tracking Program, and Funding Support. 
While the EPA receives the payments into the Environment Protection Fund, the EPA is not the appropriate 
agency to deliver the requirements of the condition, as the agency responsible for delivering the Orange 
Bellied Parrot Program delivered by the Tasmanian Government is NRE Tasmania. Therefore, the Board needs 
to establish an appropriate governance framework to enable payments to be made out of the Environment 
Protection Fund to NRE Tasmania in this instance. 
 
The Board resolved to: 
 1. Approve the EPA Chief Executive Officer to enter into a contract with NRE Tasmania to 

receive any funding paid into the Environment Protection Fun from the Robbins Island 
Renewable Energy Park Permit Conditions FF5, FF5A and FF5B for Orange Bellied Parrots. 

 
203.12 Extension of time to lodge case for assessment – Lazenby Sand Pty Ltd – Sandford 
Quarry Expansion 
The Board took the paper as read. 
The Board resolved to: 

1. Exercise its power under section 27F(1)(b) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control 
Act 1994 to extend the period for the Proponent to submit a satisfactory case for assessment 
until 21 December 2026; 

2. Notify the Proponent that the Board has extended the period for it to submit a satisfactory case 
for assessment, as detailed in the draft letter. 

 
203.13 Assessments in Progress Tracking Sheet 
The Board noted the assessments in progress update. 
 
203.14 Media Releases - https://epa.tas.gov.au/epa/news 
All recent media releases to be circulated to the Board.  
 
203.15 Correspondence 
No correspondence received since previous meeting. 
 
203.16 Other Business 
There was no other business raised 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday 4 August 2026 10.00 am 
Meeting closed at 3:29 pm 
Minutes endorsed by: 
 

 
Andrew Paul 
CHAIRPERSON 
BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY 

https://epa.tas.gov.au/epa/news

