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Minutes

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY

Meeting No.: 193
Date: Tuesday 3 July 2025 12 — 3:00 pm

Location: Level | Meeting Room No. I.01 (Florentine), 40 Elizabeth Street, Hobart
(entrance via Collins Street)

PRESENT

Board Andrew Paul (Chairperson)
Catherine Murdoch (Director/CEO EPA) (Member)
Mark Gifford (Member) (via Teams)
lan Cresswell (Member)

Rosanna Coombes (Member)

Other attendees  Cindy Ong (Acting Executive Director
(Environmental Assessments) EPA)

Fionna Bourne (Manager, Environmental
Engagement, EPA)

Kerryne A Barwick (Principal Legal Practitioner,
EPA) For item 193.8 and 193.9

Javed Moazzam (Noise Specialist) for item 193.8

Alison Radford (Senior Scientific Officer — Air) for
item 193.10

Charlotte Atkin (Senior Environmental Officer) for
item 193.10

Catherine Browning (Principal Assessment Officer)
for item 193.10

Kobe Latta (Executive Officer, EPA)

193.1 Apologies

No apologies were noted for meeting number 193.

General Board Business

193.2 Minutes of Board meetings
a). Meeting no. 192 held on 6 May 2025

The Board resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of meeting 192 of the EPA Board
held on Tuesday 6 May 2024.

193.3 Board decision registers.
a). Board Decision Register
The Board noted the Board Decision Register.



b). Out of Session Decision Register
The Board noted the Out of Session Decision Register.

193.4 Declaration of Interests

Mr. Andrew Paul (Chair) noted a previously declared conflict for Cherries Tasmania Orchards due to recent
correspondence received from Cherries Tasmania to the EPA.

Ms. Rosanna Coombes (Member) noted she has formally retired from the City of Launceston. It was raised
that she may return to part time work and will inform the Board at such time.

Ms. Fionna Bourne will recirculate the declarations forms to update the declarations register.

193.5 Delegations
The Board noted and received the report as presented.

193.6 Actions arising
The Board noted the actions arising table.

193.6a Savage River Rehabilitation Project (SRRP) — Responsibilities of the Board and SRRP
Management Committee.

Mr. Andrew Paul (Chair) noted that further clarity is needed between the roles of the Board and SRRP
Committee. It was agreed that all decisions related to plans and implementation will come to the Board for
final approval. The Board requested that the wording for the escalation process to be re-phrased. Correction
was noted of the pronoun within the paper His/her.

193.6b Audit of Past Approvals

The EPA Director to provide recommendations to the Board on presentations that relate to proposals and
assessments that are coming forward to the Board.

193.7 Standing action items
The Board noted the Standing Action item list.

192.7a. Environment Protection Authority Protocols

Mr. Andrew Paul (Chair) noted the Board will be returning the Deputy Member role of the Board (Dr
Therese Flapper) to be in line with the responsibilities as outlined in the Environmental Management Pollution
Control Act (the Act) and therefore will only be required to perform duties when a current Board Member is
an apology for a meeting. The current Deputy Member, Dr Therese Flapper will continue to receive Board
papers and minutes to remain up to date on Board matters.

The Board approved the amended protocol.

Items for Decision
193.8 Update to the EPA Board Policy on Noise Limits for Wind Farms Energy Projects

Kerryne Barwick and Javed Mozzam spoke to the Briefing paper on the current Board Policy on Noise Limits
for Wind Farm Energy Projects. It was outlined to the Board that determining the applicable noise limit for
windfarms in Tasmania is complex and there is currently inconsistency across documents used by the EPA to
set conditions and regulate this industry. It was agreed that clarity for the sector was required to provide
certainty regarding what the regulation of their proposal will look like.

In particular it was outlined that clarification is required in respect of:
a) The noise limit and how it is measured.
b) That the noise limit applies to the whole of the activity of the wind farm (turbines and ancillary
infrastructure).



¢) How adjustments for conversion between LA90 measurements and an LAeq limit, and for special audible

characteristics (dominant or intrusive characteristics) apply.

d) The guidelines that should be used for both predictive and actual measurements.

It was outlined to the Board that the changes being recommended to the current Board Policy and associated
procedures brings Tasmania into line with the majority of Australian states that are regulating wind farm
developments.

The Board:

Approved the new Board Policy providing more precise and detailed information on wind energy
project noise limits.

Noted that the current Section 17 of the Tasmanian Noise Measurement Procedures Manual would be

removed and replaced with text outlining that wind farm noise should be measured in accordance

with:

a) The EPA Board Policy for wind energy projects noise limits; and

b) The EPA South Australia Wind farms environmental noise guidelines 2021 (or the most recent revised
version of that document) except where this guideline may be inconsistent with the EPA Board
Policy.

Noted that a review of the Tasmanian Noise Measurement Procedures Manual would commence.

The Board noted that the work presented by the EPA staff on this matter was of a high standard and
appreciated by the Board.

193.9

Board Delegation and Authorisation for TASCAT Appeals

The Board took the paper as read and resolved to:

Approve the amendment of the EPA Board Authorisations dated 2 August 2022 by including the
positions of:

e Principal Legal Officer (State Service position number 709856); and

e Senior Legal Officer (State Service position number 709543); and
Deleting the positions of:

e Manager Strategic and Legal Services (State Service position number 700062); and

e Senior Legal Services Officer (State Service position number 705796).

Delegate to the Director, Environment Protection Authority and Chief Executive Officer (State
Service position number 334398) all functions of the Board that arise as a party to proceedings against
a decision of the Board made under any Act in the Appeal Tribunal; including to make decisions on
behalf the Board, to instruct legal counsel, and to do all that is necessary as a party in that appeal
process.

The Board noted that if the Director exercised the above delegation, the Director would advise the
Chair to ensure the Board had visibility of the action through the Chair.

193.10 East Arm Resources Pty Ltd — Expansion of East Arm Road Quarry — Hillwood — Key
Issue Air Quality

The Board received a briefing on the progress of the expansion of the East arm Road Quarry.

The Board made recommendations to the following draft conditions:

A2 - The wording of limited or controlled — recommend using the word controlled only.
A5 - Activities are to cease during adverse conditions. (TARP).
A5 - Clear description of the methods in the dust suppression plan.

A5 - A progressive vegetation rehabilitation condition.



e A5 - Capacity within the condition to draw on mitigation measures.

e Aé - Condition |.l and |.5 to be revised.

The Board noted the points raised in the briefing paper in relation to the potential key environmental impacts
on air quality arising from the proposed expansion of East Arm Road Quarry.

193.11 Review of Assessment Framework
The Board noted and received the paper.

193.12 Media Releases - https://epa.tas.gov.au/epa/news
NIL

193.13 Assessments in progress, other assessment caseload

The Board noted the Assessments in progress and those that will be coming to the Board in the next quarter.
The Board agreed that the information presented in this manner was more useful than current reporting on
assessments underway.

193.14 Correspondence
193.14a Friends of the Bay — Perception of the EPA
The Board noted the correspondence received from Friends of the Bay.

193.15 Other Business

Retirement of Ms Helen Mulligan, the Board thanked Helen for her contribution and requested that appropriate
correspondence be sent from the Board.

Mr Andrew Paul (Chair) will be an apology for the meeting scheduled in September. Mr. Mark Gifford (Member) to Chair the
meeting.

Mr Andrew Paul (Chair) received an invitation from Cement Australia for the Board to undertake a site visit. It was agreed,
that whilst there was an active investigation - ongoing, it is not appropriate to attend.

Next meeting: Tuesday 5 August 2025 at 12 noon

Meeting closed — 3.02pm.
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Andrew Paul

CHAIRPERSON

BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY
DATE: 5 August 2025
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