Van Diemen Consulting
PO Box 1
New Town TAS 7008
Mob: 0438 588 695
Email: rwbarnes73@gmail.com

Memo
To:

Paul Fulton, Joule Logic

From:

Colin McCoull, Van Diemen Consulting

Date:

August 26, 2018

Re:

Port Latta – Eagle Nest Assessment (Brickmakers Plains)

Scope
Joule Logic Pty Ltd engaged Van Diemen Consulting Pty Ltd to verify the location and condition of
an eagle nest north of Brickmakers Plains in north western Tasmania.
The nest was reported to Joule Logic by the Environment Protection Authority because it is located near their
proposed wind farm development. The below Google Earth imagery with nest location shown was provided
to Joule Logic by the EPA. The nest was reported by the EPA to be at 361281mE, 5475621mN (MGA, Zone 55).

The location of the nest based on the EPA provided information is approximately 460m north of a Port Latta
property that is the site for a proposed wind farm development and is approximately 650 to 700m from the
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nearest proposed turbine. The eagle nest itself is not recorded on the Natural Values Atlas (DPIPWE) but has
apparently been known since 2013. The approximate nest location, based on EPA provided data, is shown in
Figure 1.
Eagle Nest Assessment –Background
The location of the nest was initially assessed after its location was provided by the EPA (see above image).
It was determined that the nest could be approached to a suitable observation distance to assess its condition
without ever being within line‐of‐site of the nest (except when at the observation point itself). The assessment
of nest condition was undertaken by Dr Colin McCoull.
Field Assessment Methods
The site was accessed via the proposed wind farm property as depicted in Figure 1. The final approach to the
nest from the adjoining farmland was on foot. The nest was quietly and discretely observed from the crest of
the hill to determine if there was any eagle activity in the area or at the nest itself. The nest was photographed,
and the observation point marked, and coordinates recorded. The location of the observation point is shown
in Figure 1. Time spent at the observation point was about 2 minutes (despite the lack of bird activity and
condition of the nest (see below)). Following these observations and actions the nest area was left.
The observation point is about 100m from the nest (Figure 1). The observation point can be approached under
vegetative cover, the approach is topographically sheltered from view to the nest and the observation point
itself provides an excellent view over the nest to determine nest activity.
Results
A series of images of the nests and nest tree from the established observation locations are provided below.
The nest was inactive during this assessment and does not appear to have been used for some time
(given vegetation growing in the nest and the general condition of the nest – ie. slumping). However,
formal nest activity cannot be ascertained until November 2018 for the 2018/19 season. In addition, no
adult or juvenile birds were observed in the region during the assessment. A sea eagle was observed while
driving to the site and when leaving the site near to Port Latta, about 1km north west of the nest near the
Bass Highway.
With the current information available it is not possible to determine whether the nest was made or used by a
wedge-tailed eagle or a white-bellied sea eagle.
An observation point to the nest has been established.
Nest use for the 2018/19 breeding season should be able to be established from this location during
November or later in the breeding season.
Any future nest activity check should be undertaken in accordance with the Forest Practices Authorities Fauna
Tech Note No. 1 ‐ Eagle nest searching, activity checking and nest management
(http://www.fpa.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/110208/Fauna_Tech_Note_1_Eagle_nest_manage
ment_May_2015.pdf).
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View to the
eagle nest from
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Zoomed in view
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Zoomed in view
of the surface of
the eagle nest.
Note vegetation
growing on the
nest.
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