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Report Summary
This report provides an environmental assessment of a proposed quarry upgrade by Sunnyside
Pastoral Pty Ltd.
The proposal involves the addition of drilling and blasting (approximately 6 blasts per annum) to
existing quarry operations at Mining Lease 1992P/M, located at 2355 Bridgenorth Road,
Westwood. There are no proposed changes to the quantity of rock to be extracted or processed
(currently permitted to be a maximum of 50,000 cubic metres per annum of rock processed), or
to any other processes at the quarry.
This report has been prepared based on information provided in the Environmental Effects Report
(EER). Relevant government agencies and the public were consulted, and their submissions,
representations and comments considered as part of the assessment.
Further details of the assessment process are presented in section 1 of this report. Section 2
describes the statutory objectives and principles underpinning the assessment. Details of the
proposal are provided in section 3. Section 4 reviews the need for the proposal and considers the
alternatives. Section 5 summarises the public and agency consultation process and the key issues
raised in that process. The detailed evaluation of environmental issues is contained in section 6.
Other issues are discussed in section 7. The report conclusions are contained in section 8.
Appendix 1 contains details of matters raised by the public and referral agencies during the
consultation process. Appendix 2 contains a list of commitments made by the proponent.
Appendix 3 contains the environment protection notice for the proposal. The environmental
conditions in Appendix 3 have the effect of replacing the existing environmental permit conditions
and are a complete, new set of operating conditions for the entire, intensified activity.
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1 Approval Process
As required by section 27(1) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994
(EMPC Act), Sunnyside Pastoral Pty Ltd referred the proposal to the Board of the Environment
Protection Authority (the Board) on 30 July 2020. The proposal is defined as a ‘level 2 activity’
under clause 6(a)(ii), schedule 2 of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994
(EMPC Act), being a quarry undertaking crushing and screening of rock in excess of 1,000 cubic
metres per year. As the quarry does not have permission under the current land use planning
permit and associated environmental conditions to undertake blasting, assessment was deemed
necessary. Meander Valley Council advised that no new land use planning permit was required.
The assessment has been undertaken by the Director, Environment Protection Authority under
delegation from the Board.
The Board required that information to support the proposal be provided in the form of an
Environmental Effects Report (EER) prepared in accordance with guidelines issued by the Board on
28 August 2020.
A draft of the EER was submitted to EPA Tasmania for review against the guidelines before it was
finalised. The EER was released for public inspection for a 14-day period commencing on 26
September 2020. An advertisement was placed in The Examiner newspaper and on the EPA
website. The EER was also referred to relevant government agencies for comment. One
submission was received however it was sent after the closure of the public comment period and
was therefore not accepted as a representation. The issues raised in the submission have been
addressed in this report.
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2 SD Objectives and EIA Principles
The proposal must be considered by the Board in the context of the objectives of the Resource
Management and Planning System of Tasmania (RMPS), and in the context of the objectives of the
Environmental Management and Pollution Control System (EMPCS) (both sets of objectives are
specified in Schedule 1 of the EMPC Act). The functions of the Board are to administer and
enforce the provisions of the Act, and in particular to use its best endeavours to further the RMPS
and EMPCS objectives.
The Director must assess the proposal in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment
Principles defined in Section 74 of the EMPC Act.
The assessment has been undertaken by the Director, Environment Protection Authority under
delegation from the Board.
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3 The Proposal
The proposal involves the addition of blasting (approximately 6 blasts per annum) to existing
quarry operations at Mining Lease 1992P/M located at 2355 Bridgenorth Road, Westwood. The
existing quarry is a level 2 materials handling activity, currently regulated under the land use
planning permit issued by Meander Valley Council (PA16/0174) which includes environmental
conditions (PCE No. 9428). There are no proposed changes to the quantity of rock to be
extracted or processed (currently permitted to be a maximum of 50,000 cubic metres per annum
of rock processed), or to any other processes at the quarry.
The main characteristics of the proposal are summarised in Table 1. A detailed description of the
proposal is provided in Sections 1 and 2 of the EER.
Table 1: Summary of the proposal’s main characteristics
Activity
Addition of drilling and blasting at an existing level 2 extractive and materials handling activity (quarry),
extracting/crushing/screening up to a maximum of 50,000 cubic metres of hard rock per annum (equivalent to
approximately 80,000 tonnes).
Location and planning context
Location

‘Sunnyside’, 2355 Bridgenorth Road, Westwood, 7292 (see Figure 1 below).
Certificate of title 18699/1; Property ID 7029519.

Land zoning

Rural Resource (Meander Valley Interim Planning Scheme 2013).

Land tenure

Private freehold, owned by the proponent (current quarry operator).

Mining lease

1992P/M – noted that the mining lease is pending renewal. Figure 2 below shows the mining
lease area.
MRT advised that while the expiry date on the lease was 1/4/2020, the renewal fee and
application have been submitted and the lease remains in force while the decision on
renewal is pending. MRT also advised that the lease is in good standing with no justification
to recommend against renewing.

Lease area

12 hectares.

Bond

The bond set in 2017 was $16,300. MRT have advised that the bond is currently under
review with the lease renewal and could potentially be increased.
Existing site

Land Use

Existing quarry, extracting weathered and fresh dolerite rock. The quarry plan is shown at
Figure 3 below.

Topography

The quarry is located on the Meander River flood plain, on a slightly elevated river flat
setting with low relief, at around 170 metres elevation.

Geology

The northern/western half of the mining lease is mapped as Tasmanian dolerite.
The site is located on a discrete exposure of a dolerite sill more fully expressed in ridge
lines on neighbouring land. The dolerite is most likely overlain with Tertiary sediments to
the south and east.
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Soils

Weakly weathered in-situ dolerite usually forms shallow soils or rock pavements. Strongly
weathered in-situ dolerite usually forms deep clayey soils. Although the dolerite is
weathered, the soil is a thin texture contrast soil with mottled brown clayey subsoil.
The southern/eastern half of the lease is mapped as Quaternary - Poorly consolidated clay,
silt, and clayey labile sand with rare gravel and lignite; some iron oxide-cemented layers and
concretions; some leaf fossils.
Approximately 450 metres northwest of the quarry is the confluence of several minor
watercourses, approximately 10 metres lower in elevation, which is mapped as having low
acid sulfate soil potential. This area is mapped as being Quaternary stream alluvium with
swamp and marsh deposits.

Hydrology

A small farm dam is located directly to the west of the mining lease and is used by the
landowner to store rainfall runoff to supply water troughs around the farm.
There is a primary sediment trap within the quarry area, and secondary sediment retention
basin to the south of the quarry working area, which is within the mining lease area (see
Figure 3 below).
A small watercourse, identified on the CFEV database as watercourse 305563 (Integrated
Conservation Value ‘moderate’, however ‘low’ naturalness), runs through the southern half
of the mining lease, beyond the quarry operations.

Natural Values

The quarry is located in an agricultural area and the mining lease is entirely cleared of native
vegetation, as are the immediate surrounds.
Some patchy, remnant ‘Eucalyptus amygdalina inland forest and woodland on cainozoic
deposits’, a listed threatened native vegetation community, is located to the north of the
quarry.
Local region

Climate

Rainfall (Ti Tree Bend) is approximately 680 mm per annum, with rainfall more dominant in
winter.
Wind direction is predominantly north-westerly, with northerlies sub-dominant.

Surrounding land
zoning, tenure
and uses

The quarry is located in a rural landscape setting. The surrounding properties are
agricultural enterprises, with the nearest residence in other ownership approximately 1,650
metres from the quarry to the south. The proponent runs cropping and grazing operations
in addition to the existing quarry.

Species of
conservation
significance

Tasmanian devil and spotted tail quoll sightings have been recorded in the general vicinity of
the quarry (greater than one kilometre from the quarry), as well as being recorded as
roadkill, mainly seen to the north of the quarry on Bridgenorth Road.
The blue pincushion (Brunonia australis), listed as rare under the TSPA, has been recorded in
the general area, more than one kilometre from the quarry.
Proposed infrastructure

Major equipment

An excavator and wheel loader are permanently located onsite.
Contractors will be used for drilling, crushing, screening, ripping and pushing works.

Other
infrastructure

A site shed and hydrocarbon store.
Inputs

Water

Water to be used for dust suppression.

Energy

Fuel for powering plant and trucks.

Other raw
materials

n/a
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Wastes and emissions
Liquid

Stormwater runoff may originate from extraction and stockpile areas, when not able to
infiltrate into fractured rock. Liquid waste from site worker amenities.

Atmospheric

Drilling, blasting, extracting, crushing, and screening of weathered dolerite (which is
associated with iron-rich clays which are of a fine particle size) can produce dust emissions,
particularly when conditions are dry. Blasting can create dust and fly-rock.

Solid

Excavated rock material which is unable to be sold.
Used machinery parts and packaging for new parts, due to machinery maintenance
occurring on site.
General litter from works such as food scraps, paper and packaging.

Controlled wastes

Waste engine and hydraulic oils.
Portable chemical toilet waste.

Noise

Noise emissions will be produced from drilling and blasting, crushing and screening
activities, and general use of heavy machinery around the quarry. Blasting also creates
airblast overpressure and ground vibration.
Trucks arriving at and leaving the quarry (approximately 30 movements per day) are also a
source of noise emissions.

Greenhouse gases

The use of diesel-powered plant and machinery will be the main source of greenhouse gas
emissions from the activity.
Construction and operations

Proposal
timetable

Blasting to be conducted once approval has been provided. Normal quarry operations to
continue as per usual.

Operating hours
(ongoing)

0700 to 1900 hours Monday to Friday.
0800 to 1800 hours Saturday.
Blasting weekdays (Monday to Friday) 1000 to 1500 hours.
Other key characteristics

The inferred resource is estimated to be approximately 500,000 cubic metres for three 5-metre benches over the
entire stage 1 development area (refer to Figure 4 below). The stage 1 quarry area has approximately 10 years of
life at maximum production. Once stage 1 extraction is complete, progression further east of the upper most
bench on the eastern side of the quarry will occur and it is proposed that at that time, the maximum area of
unrehabilitated land be proposed to be increased to 7 hectares, to source an additional 250,000 cubic metres.
Following completion of extraction, the quarry is expected to be converted into an impoundment for farm water
storage.
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Figure 1. Mining lease location map, also showing nearest residences in other ownership.
(Source: EER Figure 1).
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Figure 2. The Land.
(Source: EER Figure 2).
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Figure 3. Quarry plan.
(Source: EER Figure 3).

Environmental Assessment Report – Sunnyside Pastoral Pty Ltd – Quarry upgrade, Westwood

13

Figure 4. Cross sections showing quarry staging and final rehabilitation.
(Source: EER Figure 4).
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4 Need for the Proposal and Alternatives
The land use planning permit (PA 16/0174) for the quarry activity was approved by Meander Valley
Council, following assessment by the EPA Board, in 2016. The existing permit allows for
extraction and crushing/screening of hard rock, but blasting was not considered at the time of
assessment and, in accordance with the requirements of the Quarry Code of Practice, is not
permitted to occur unless it is explicitly stated and authorised in the permit conditions.
The dolerite resource at the quarry was found to be too fresh to be able to continue ripping at a
shallow depth. Blasting is necessary to ensure a more efficient extractive operation can be
undertaken.
Without blasting being undertaken, extractive operations would be forced to range more widely
to access weathered rock suitable for ripping, which would increase the area of disturbance and
rehabilitation liability.
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5 Public and Agency Consultation
A summary of the public representation and government agency/body submissions is contained in
Appendix 1 of this report.
One public submission was received in relation to the proposal; however, as it was emailed after
the closing date of the public consultation period, it has not been accepted as a formal
representation. Despite this, the issues raised in the submission have been addressed in this
report, where relevant to the EPA Board’s responsibilities. The following points were raised in the
submission:
•

Why the planning authority did not require a new planning permit for the proposed
development (addressed in Section 7 of this report).

•

Approval for the test/trial blast undertaken at the existing quarry (addressed in Section 6,
Issue 4, of this report).

•

Lack of assessment of noise impacts from the proposed operation of a drill rig in the EER
(addressed in Section 6, Issue 3 of this report).

•

Differences between hours of operation proposed, compared to the existing permit’s
hours of operation, and to the standard recommended hours for both general operations
and blasting in the Quarry Code of Practice (addressed in Section 6, Issue 3 and Issue 4, of
this report).

The advertisement placed in The Examiner incorrectly referred to the quarry as producing 50,000
tonnes per annum, instead of the correct 50,000 cubic metres per annum. The advertisement
pointed interested parties towards the Meander Valley Council offices or to the EPA Tasmania
website to review further information, where corrections were printed and it was clarified that no
change to existing quantities of extraction and processing were proposed but that the units of
measurement printed in the newspaper advertisement were incorrect.
The EER was referred to government agencies/bodies with an interest in the proposal.
Submissions were received from the following:
•

Mineral Resources Tasmania, who are supportive of the proposal to blast, as it is
considered a more efficient method of extracting the resource, rather than expanding the
quarry laterally.

The following Divisions/areas of the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and
Environment also provided advice on the EER:
•

Regulatory Officer, EPA Tasmania

•

Noise specialist, EPA Tasmania

The proponent consulted separately with Meander Valley Council, Mineral Resources Tasmania,
Palisade TGP Pty Ltd (Tasmanian Gas Pipeline), and neighbours and landowners adjacent to the
site.
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6 Evaluation of Environmental Issues
EPA Tasmania has evaluated environmental issues considered relevant to the proposal. Details of
this evaluation, along with the conditions required by the Director, are discussed below:
The following issues are discussed:
1. Air emissions
2. Drainage and erosion control
3. Noise impacts
4. Drilling and blasting
5. Waste
6. Hazardous substances and chemicals
7. Natural values, including weeds and pathogens
8. Decommissioning and rehabilitation
General conditions
The following general conditions will be imposed on the activity:
G1
G2
G3
G4
G5
G6
G7

Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents
Incident response
No changes without approval
Change of responsibility
Change of ownership
Quarry Code of Practice
Complaints register
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Issue 1: Air emissions
Description of potential impacts
Dust originating from unsealed surfaces, extractive areas, stockpiles, crushing and screening
equipment, loading trucks, transport of material, and from drilling and blasting, can create
environmental harm and nuisance for neighbouring landowners.
The mining lease and quarry extractive area are located adjacent to land in other ownership,
directly to the north. Dust and fly-rock from blasts may impact on pastures and/or stock in the
neighbouring paddock. Fly-rock may present a risk to the integrity of the Tasmanian Gas
Pipeline, which is located approximately 800 metres to the west of the quarry.
Management measures proposed in EER
The quarry largely relies on appropriate separation distances between operations and nearby
residences, with the nearest residence in other ownership being approximately 1.6 km south
west of the quarry. The EER states that any dust observed coming from the quarry can be
responded to quickly, as the quarry owner/operator also lives and works on the surrounding
farm.
Management measures proposed in the EER include short drop distances when loading hoppers
and trucks, low travel speeds (20 km/hr within the quarry; 40 km/hr on the access road) on
unsealed surfaces, keeping truck loads below the side tray level, dampening surfaces and
covering loads. The quarry will be monitored for emissions on dry and windy days, and a water
cart and water sprays used to dampen access routes, overburden, surfaces, and stockpiles in the
quarry. Mist sprayers will be used on the crusher/screener during these times.
The EER states that blasts will be monitored to ensure compliance with conditions.
Public and agency comment
n/a
Evaluation
The separation distances between the quarry and residences in other ownership are considered
sufficient to ensure dust and fly-rock coming from the quarry do not cause nuisance to
neighbouring sensitive uses (e.g. residences).
The proximity of the quarry to the neighbouring property to the north may mean dust (and
potentially fly-rock during a blast) could impact on pastures and/or stock. It would be difficult to
achieve strict compliance at all times with the standard condition (and it is noted, the permit’s
existing dust control condition) relating to prevention of nuisance from dust ‘beyond the
boundary of The Land’, in relation to this neighbouring property to the north. The extent of the
impact which may occur would relate to dust settling on stock and/or on pasture. It is
considered that the risk of impact occurring is relatively low if dust is managed as described, and
it is noted that prevailing winds mean that dust could blow in this direction approximately 10 to
15 per cent of the time. Condition A1 has been simplified so that the requirement is for dust
emissions to be controlled on The Land to prevent environmental nuisance. Should complaints
about dust settling on stock or pasture occur, then this may need revision in the future,
however the risk of this being required is considered to be low.
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It is recommended that the proponent be required to inform neighbouring landowners before a
planned blast so the opportunity exists to move stock away to avoid any risks associated with
fly-rock. No concerns were raised by the EPA’s Noise specialist following review of the trial
blast data.
The proponent’s management measures, combined with conditions in the EPN, are considered
appropriate for management of dust from normal quarry operations. The quarry
owner/operator living and working on site will allow a rapid management response to dust
generation during dry and/or windy conditions. The quarry has been operating since 2016 with
no complaints received.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
A1

Control of dust emissions

A2

Covering of vehicles

B1

Notification of blasting
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Issue 2: Drainage and erosion control
Description of potential impacts
Inefficient drainage control and management at a quarry may lead to entrainment of sediments
and other contaminants in water during rain events, which in turn can impact on land and
waterways beyond the quarry. Improper drainage can also create areas of waterlogging, leading
to less efficient machinery use on site, and may assist in the spread of weed seeds and pathogens
off site from mud collected on plant and vehicles.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER states that existing sediment trap infrastructure will remain unchanged. Much of the
quarry contains fractured rock which allows rainfall to infiltrate downwards rather than ponding
on the surface and contributing to overland flow. A slight fall in the land towards the south will
be maintained to direct overland flow to a primary sediment basin in the corner of the floor of
the quarry where sediments settle out. A pump and hose are then used to pump water from
the sediment trap to a second farm dam located on the mining lease. The EER states that there
is a discharge point from this farm dam, which drains off the mining lease towards the west to a
stock watering point.
Public and agency comment
n/a
Evaluation
As there is no proposed increase in the rate of production at the quarry or a proposed
increased in disturbed land area for this stage of the quarry, it is expected that existing drainage
and sediment control measures will continue to be adequate for ongoing operations.
A watercourse/drainage line runs through the southern half of the mining lease, beyond the
working area of the quarry and the secondary dam. It is not expected to be directly impacted by
quarry operations as it lies beyond the area where the dolerite resource exists, and any water
coming from the quarry operations is diverted to sediment settling ponds and dams.
Standard conditions relating to management of water at the quarry are considered adequate.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
E1

Perimeter drains or bunds

E2

Design and maintenance of settling ponds
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Issue 3: Noise impacts
Description of potential impacts
Noise is created at quarries by mobile mechanical equipment excavating, crushing/screening,
loading product, and drilling/blasting. This can create nuisance for neighbouring residences.
Management measures proposed in EER
The nearest residence in other ownership is approximately 1.6 km from the quarry, well beyond
the Quarry Code of Practice’s recommended separation distance of 1,000 metres for quarries
where regular drilling and blasting occurs. The EER states that the quarry is located in a
productive farming area where noise from machinery such as tractors, quad bikes, and
chainsaws is commonplace and, combined with the separation distance, it is considered that
noise from the quarry will be unlikely to create nuisance for neighbours. Additionally, as the
quarry excavation proceeds to lower levels, noise impacts will be attenuated by the quarry walls
around the lower floor. No complaints have been received to date about the quarry’s existing
operations, and the proponent has consulted neighbours regarding the proposal.
Public and agency comment
n/a
Evaluation
The separation distance between the quarry and nearest residences in other ownership, the
relatively low number of drill and blast events likely to be undertaken at this quarry, along with
normal farming background noise, are considered sufficient to reduce the risk of causing
nuisance to neighbours. A detailed noise assessment or noise modelling was not considered
necessary in this case. The operating hours proposed in the EER for the quarry were to be
slightly longer than the recommended Saturday operating hours in the Quarry Code of Practice.
After discussion with the proponent’s consultant regarding the need or otherwise for longer
operating hours, it was determined that the standard Quarry Code of Practice hours would be
sufficient for the quarry’s operations and would ensure the risk of creating nuisance was
reduced. As such, the operating hours are restricted to those of the Quarry Code of Practice
(and are consistent with the quarry’s existing operating hours).
Noise emission limits are proposed for the quarry, which may be relied upon by the Director
should noise complaints be received in the future, particularly with the addition of occasional
drilling and blasting events. A noise survey condition is recommended to allow the Director to
require a noise survey should circumstances develop at the quarry which would justify such an
action (e.g. a significant change to quarry operations causing an increase in noise emissions, or
an increase in complaints). No noise survey is required in the immediate future, however.
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Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
N1

Operating hours

N2

Noise emission limits

N3

Noise survey requirements

N4

Noise survey method and reporting requirements
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Issue 4: Drilling and blasting
Description of potential impacts
Drilling can create noise and dust nuisance for neighbouring property owners and residents.
Poorly designed blasts can cause uncontrolled fly-rock, high levels of ground vibration and low
frequency air blast noise which can cause distress to people and stock, damage structures (e.g.
the Tasmanian gas pipeline) and sensitive geological features, and create unsafe bench faces and
quarry floors.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER contains a commitment to undertake blasting between 1000 and 1500 hours on
weekdays only.
With permission of the Director, EPA (3 August 2020, M681305) and Meander Valley Council, a
trial blast was undertaken on 11 August 2020. Monitoring data were provided to the EPA’s
Noise specialist for review. All residents within 3,000 metres were informed before the blast
took place.
The proponent sought the advice of Palisade TGP Pty Ltd in relation to the Tasmanian Gas
Pipeline (TGP) which lies approximately 800 metres to the west of the quarry. TGP advised that
no specific ground vibration limits exist, but that a peak particle velocity of less than 2 mm/s
should be acceptable. Any blasting within 500 metres of the pipeline requires notification to
Palisade TGP Pty Ltd.
Public and agency comment
MRT supports the proposal to add blasting to the activity, as it will assist the leaseholder to
operate a more efficient operation considering the material type present and will limit the future
need for more extensive lateral land disturbance in order to access the resource.
Evaluation
The standard condition for blasting times has been included in the EPN. This allows blasting for
an hour additional to what has been committed to in the EER, to allow adequate time within a
day for a blast to be set up and to take place.
The EPA’s Noise specialist reviewed the data from the trial blast and provided
recommendations for EPN conditions as follows.
Although the risk of nuisance being caused is considered to be low (with the number of blasts
per annum being a maximum of between three and six events, and separation distances), in the
event of any complaints being received from residents in relation to blasting; blasting and
vibration limits and requirements to monitor blasts have been included to allow the Director to
regulate against these limits if necessary. Noise which may be caused by drilling (associated with
blast preparation) is addressed in Section 6, Issue 3, above.
Blast noise/pressure and fly-rock may affect stock in neighbouring paddocks. All neighbouring
landowners will be notified prior to blasts so that stock may be moved if necessary. This
condition also requires notification to the managers of the Tasmanian Gas Pipeline, despite the
adequate distance between the quarry and the pipeline.
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Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
B1

Notification of blasting

B2

Blasting times

B3

Blasting – noise and vibration limits

B4

Blast monitoring
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Issue 5: Waste
Description of potential impacts
Liquid waste may be created by toilets/amenities for site workers, and by water used for dust
suppression on stockpiles and on the crusher/screener. Solid waste may be generated by
unsaleable excavated materials, used machinery and parts, and general litter from workers.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER states the following in relation to waste management at the quarry:
•
•
•
•
•

A relocatable toilet with tank will be used on site, and periodically emptied at a dump
point;
Water used for dust suppression will be intercepted by the site drainage
system/sediment trap;
Excavated materials unable to be sold will be stored in windrows and used for
progressive rehabilitation works (it was noted that potentially acid-forming materials are
not normally associated with the geology at this quarry);
Used machinery parts/packaging used as part of machinery maintenance will be recycled
or disposed of into the appropriate waste stream; and
General litter (food packaging etc) will be removed each day by workers and disposed of
off-site.

Public and agency comment
n/a
Evaluation
The waste management strategies outlined in the EER are considered adequate and are
consistent with the requirements of the Quarry Code of Practice.
Conclusion
There are no specific conditions recommended in relation to waste management.
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Issue 6: Hazardous substances and chemicals
Description of potential impacts
Incorrect storage, handling, and disposal of hazardous substances such as chemicals and fuels
necessary for operation and maintenance of mechanical equipment at the quarry can cause
pollution of the air, waterways, and soil/ground.
Management measures proposed in EER
Engine oil, hydraulic oil, and grease in drums/cases will be stored on site on a fully bunded drum
storage pallet.
Equipment will be refuelled using a utility-mounted fuel tank with a maximum capacity of 600
litres. The refuelling vehicle will be brought on site each day.
Public and agency comment
n/a
Evaluation
The proposed management actions are considered appropriate for reducing the risk of
hazardous substances being released into the surrounding environment, as supported by the
standard conditions recommended for inclusion in the EPN.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
H1

Storage and handling of hazardous materials

H2

Spill kits

H3

Handling of hazardous materials - mobile
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Issue 7: Natural values, including weeds and pathogens
Description of potential impacts
Clearing native vegetation for extractive activities can impact on flora and fauna habitats, and
blasting may disturb fauna. Truck movements can increase risk of roadkill which may impact on
threatened species populations.
Weeds and pathogens may be spread through product infected with weed spores/seeds being
taken offsite or through mud attached to trucks and other mobile equipment.
Management measures proposed in EER
The quarry is not proposed to be increased in area. The proposed addition of blasting will allow
the quarry to develop downwards rather than laterally, negating the need for land clearance.
The quarry is located in a cleared pasture in an established farming area and there is no natural
vegetation or habitat in or near the mining lease.
Traffic will not increase as a result of the proposal to undertake blasting, as the total amount of
product is not being increased, so the risk of roadkill occurring is not expected to increase
compared to what already exists.
Weeds have been observed occurring on stockpile and overburden areas and a biennial targeted
agricultural weed control program has been implemented, consisting of locating and spraying
weeds with a broad-spectrum herbicide.
Public and agency comment
n/a
Evaluation
Roadkill records in the vicinity of the quarry show the majority of roadkill between 2016 and
2020 have occurred along the section of Bridgenorth Road to the north of the quarry, adjacent
to remnant native vegetation, and along the larger main roads to the south (e.g. Meander Valley
Road). The risk of roadkill is not expected to change, as the proposal does not include an
increase in production level, only to add blasting. It is noted that the nearest listed raptor nests
are approximately 3.2 km north east of the quarry in stands of remnant native vegetation. It is
considered unlikely that occasional blasting would impact on raptor nests.
The management of weeds needs to occur on an ongoing basis. The quarry’s existing weed
control program is considered adequate. A standard condition requiring weed control to
prevent spread from the premises is included in the EPN conditions.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
OP1

Weed management
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Issue 8: Decommissioning and rehabilitation
Description of potential impacts
Rehabilitation is required by extractive activities on both an ongoing basis, and following closure
of the activity, to ensure the landform is stabilised and erosion prevented, visual impacts are
minimised, and worked out areas are appropriate for future uses.
Management measures proposed in EER
The mining lease is 12 hectares in size; with the existing permit allowing 5 hectares to remain
un-rehabilitated at a time. The current working area is 4.8 hectares. The inferred resource is
estimated to be approximately 500,000 cubic metres for three 5-metre benches over the entire
stage 1 development area. The stage 1 quarry area has approximately 10 years of quarry life at
maximum production. Once stage 1 extraction is complete, progression further east of the
uppermost bench on the eastern side of the quarry is planned to occur, and it will be proposed
at that time that the maximum area of unrehabilitated land to be increased to 7 hectares, to
source an additional 250,000 cubic metres. Following completion of extraction, the quarry is
expected to be converted into an impoundment for farm water storage.
The EER states that overburden stockpiles/windrows will be progressively rehabilitated by
shaping and seeding with pasture grass species. These stockpiles will remain in place for the
duration of the quarrying operation. The proposed disturbed area will only increase marginally
over the existing area as future quarry development will proceed deeper into the ground.
Overburden stockpiles will be shaped with a trafficable upper surface and 1-in-4 side slopes to
manage erosion. These surfaces will have topsoil spread over the surface and seeded with
pasture grass to resemble surrounding paddocks.
Public and agency comment
n/a
Evaluation
The proposed progressive and final rehabilitation actions described in the EER are considered
appropriate for this quarry, as they allow for continued extraction downwards through the
existing area of disturbance, while surfaces surrounding the quarry’s operating areas are
stabilised. The proposed ultimate use of the extractive area as a farm water storage
impoundment is considered an appropriate use of the disturbed land area and is an action
supported by MRT. Future increases in area of land disturbed (following stage 1 works, after
approximately 10 years) may require a change to the mining lease conditions at that time, and
potentially a variation to the EPN condition relating to the area of disturbed land, currently
permitted to be 5 hectares.
Standard conditions are included in the EPN for the management of ongoing rehabilitation, and
temporary and permanent quarry closure.
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Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
DC1

Notification of cessation

DC2

Stockpiling of surface soil

DC3

Progressive rehabilitation

DC4

Rehabilitation on cessation

DC5

Temporary suspension of activity
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7 Other Issues
The following issues have been raised during the assessment process and are discussed briefly
here. These are issues which are not the Board’s responsibility under the EMPC Act, or issues
which are more appropriately addressed by another regulatory agency.
1. A submission received questioned why the planning authority (Meander Valley Council) did
not require a new planning permit for the proposed development, and raised concerns
regarding the apparent inconsistencies with other similar proposed developments across
the state which have had to seek a new land use planning permit.
•

Whether or not the planning authority requires a new planning permit is a matter
for the planning authority only. The Board has no legislative responsibilities in
regard to planning authorities and how they apply the requirements of the Land Use
Planning and Approval Act 1993, under which planning permits are issued.

•

Meander Valley Council advised (8 May 2020; DocOne reference M653947) that a
new planning permit was not required. As such, the proposal was required under
Section 27 of the EMPC Act to be referred for assessment by the EPA Board (6 July
2020; M663183). All relevant conditions (e.g. operating hours, blasting) which
would require a change as a result of this proposal fall within the EPA Board’s
existing Permit Conditions Environmental No. 9428, which are appended to the
existing planning permit. The environmental conditions contained in PCE No. 9428
will be superseded by the new EPN.

2. Tasmanian Gas Pipeline – the quarry is located approximately 800 metres from the
Tasmanian Gas Pipeline. The proponent sought advice from Palisade Integrated
Management Services Pty Ltd (Tasmanian Gas Pipeline owners) regarding the proposal to
undertake blasting at the quarry, specifically in relation to the trial blast undertaken.
Palisade advised the following:
•

They could see no issues with the blast plan provided.

•

No specific peak particle velocity for blasting is defined – it is one of several
variables considered, with generally anything below 2mm/s acceptable.

•

Notification is required for blasting within 500 metres of the pipeline. If a dialbefore-you-dig enquiry is submitted prior to blasting, the gas pipeline owners will
be notified.
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8 Report Conclusions
This assessment has been based on the information provided by the proponent, Sunnyside Pastoral
Pty Ltd, in the case for assessment (the EER).
This report incorporates specialist advice provided by EPA Tasmania scientific specialists and
regulatory staff, other government agencies, and has considered issues raised in public
submissions.
It is concluded that:
1. the RMPS and EMPCS objectives have been duly and properly pursued in the assessment of
the proposal;
2. the assessment of the proposed activity has been undertaken in accordance with the
Environmental Impact Assessment Principles; and
3. the proposed activity is capable of being managed in an environmentally acceptable manner
such that it is unlikely that the objectives of the Environmental Management and Pollution
Control Act 1994 (the RMPS and EMPCS objectives) would be compromised, provided that
the environment protection notice appended to this report is issued and served and its
requirements are duly complied with.
The environmental conditions appended to this report (EPN) are a new set of operating
conditions for the entire, intensified activity that will supersede the existing environmental permit
conditions.
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9 Report Approval
Environmental Assessment Report and conclusions, including environmental conditions,
adopted:

Wes Ford
DIRECTOR, ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY
Acting under delegation from the Board of the Environment Protection Authority
Date: 10 November 2020
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Appendix 1 – Summary of public representation and agency submissions
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Appendix 1

Sunnyside Pastoral Pty Ltd – Quarry Upgrade, Westwood Quarry
In the following tables, EER means the Westwood Quarry Upgrade – Bridgenorth Road - Environmental Effects Report, prepared by Barry Williams, 17 September 2020.

Representation
No./ Agency

EER

Comments and issues

Further
Info
requested
[yes/no]

EPA Comments

Mineral
Resources
Tasmania (MRT)

All

MRT are supportive of the proposal to
blast, as it is considered a more
efficient method of extracting the
resource, rather than expanding the
quarry laterally.

No

No further information required.

Submission No. 1
(note: not accepted
as a formal
representation, due
to submission being
made after closing
date)

Section 1,
Page 4, 5

The submission questioned why the
planning authority did not require a
new planning permit for the proposed
development, and concerns regarding
the seeming inconsistencies where
other proposed developments have
had to seek a new land use planning
permit granted by the planning
authority.

No

Whether or not the planning authority requires a new planning permit is a matter
for the planning authority only. The EPA Board has no legislative responsibilities in
regards to planning authorities and how they apply the requirements of the Land
Use Planning and Approval Act 1993, under which planning permits are issued.

Section/
page no.

As Meander Valley Council advised (8 May 2020; DocOne reference M653947) that
a new planning permit was not required, the proposal was then ‘called in’ for EPA
Board assessment under Section 27 (6 July 2020; M663183). All relevant conditions
(e.g. operating hours, blasting) which would be requiring a change fall within the
EPA Board’s Environmental Conditions (PCE No. 9428).
In these cases where a proposal is ‘called in’ for environmental assessment by the
EPA Board rather than being referred to the EPA Board by the planning authority,
there is no fundamental difference in how the environmental assessment proceeds
(timelines, information requirements, public consultation periods, etc), the only
differences being that the EPA Board makes the final decision to approve the
proposal or otherwise, and the resulting regulatory instrument for an approval will
be an EPN varying the existing environmental conditions contained in the existing
planning permit, rather than a new set of permit conditions being appended to a
new land use planning permit.
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Representation
No./ Agency

EER

Comments and issues

Further
Info
requested
[yes/no]

EPA Comments

Section 3,
Page 13-14

The submission questioned the
approval for the trial blast undertaken
at the existing quarry.

No

The quarry operator sought approval on 20 July 2020 for a trial blast to be
undertaken. The Director approved the single blast under Condition G3 of the
existing environmental permit conditions (PCE No. 9428 as contained within
planning permit PA\16\0174) subject to conditions, once agreement with Council
had been sought (3 August 2020; M681305).

Section
3.1, Page
14

No assessment of noise impacts from
the proposed operation of a drill rig is
included in the EER.

No

The separation distance between the quarry and the nearest sensitive use in other
ownership (approximately 1,600 metres), the relatively low number of drill and
blast events likely to be undertaken at this quarry (3 to 6 times per annum), and the
restrictions to operating hours on the quarry, are considered sufficient such that
nuisance from drilling is considered unlikely to be experienced at the nearest
neighbour’s residences. A detailed noise assessment or noise impact modelling was
not considered necessary in this case.

Section/
page no.

The proponent has consulted neighbours regarding the proposal. No
representations were received from neighbours during the public consultation
period.
The potential noise impacts can be adequately managed through permit/EPN
conditions and this is addressed in the assessment report.
Section 1,
Page 5

Differences between hours of
operation proposed, compared to the
existing permit’s hours of operation,
and compared to the Quarry Code of
Practice’s standard recommended
hours for both general operations and
blasting, were raised.

No
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The existing quarry’s operating hours contained within permit conditions PCE No.
9428 are consistent with the requirements of the Quarry Code of Practice.
The proponent has applied for operating and blast hours which go beyond the
Quarry Code of Practice’s recommended hours (an additional 2 hours on Saturday
afternoons, and an additional 1 hour in the afternoon for blasting). This matter will
be considered in the assessment in light of the specific circumstances of this quarry
and through consultation with the EPA’s noise specialist, and recommended hours
restricting quarry operations and blasting will be contained in any approval given to
the proposal.
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Guidance for Land Use Planners on Environmental Impact Assessments conducted by the EPA Board, May 2018
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ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION NOTICE No. 10487/1
Issued under the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994
Issued to:

SUNNYSIDE PASTORAL PTY LTD
ACN 600 966 434
2355 BRIDGENORTH ROAD
WESTWOOD TAS 7292

Environmentally The operation of a quarry and crusher (ACTIVITY TYPE: Crushing,
grinding, milling or separating into different sizes (rocks, ores or minerals))
Relevant
2355 BRIDGENORTH ROAD
Activity:
WESTWOOD TAS 7292
GROUNDS
I, Wes Ford, Delegate for the Board of the Environment Protection Authority, being satisfied in
accordance with section 44(1)(a) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act
1994 (EMPCA) that in relation to the above-mentioned environmentally relevant activity that
serious or material environmental harm or environmental nuisance is being, or is likely to be,
caused hereby issue this environment protection notice to the above-mentioned person as the person
responsible for the activity.
PARTICULARS
The particulars of the grounds upon which this notice is issued are:
1

The above level 2 activity is proposed to be modified by changing the extraction method to
include blasting. Being a level 2 activity that does not require a land use permit, this change
was required to be referred to the EPA under Section 27 of the EMPCA for environmental
impact assessment. Having completed its assessment, the Board of the EPA has caused the
Director to issue this environment protection notice containing conditions and restrictions
which the Board requires to apply to the activity.
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DEFINITIONS
Unless the contrary appears, words and expressions used in this Notice have the meaning given to
them in Schedule 1 of this Notice and in the EMPCA. If there is any inconsistency between a
definition in the EMPCA and a definition in this Notice, the EMPCA prevails to the extent of the
inconsistency.
REQUIREMENTS
The person responsible for the activity must comply with the conditions as set out in Schedule 2 of
this Notice.
INFORMATION
Attention is drawn to Schedule 3, which contains important additional information.
PENALTIES
If a person bound by an environment protection notice contravenes a requirement of the notice, that
person is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding 1000
penalty units in the case of a body corporate or 500 penalty units in any other case (at the time of
issuance of this Notice one penalty unit is equal to $172.00).
NOTICE TAKES EFFECT
This notice takes effect on the date on which it is served upon you.
APPEAL RIGHTS
You may appeal to the Appeal Tribunal against this notice, or against any requirement contained in
the notice, within 14 days from the date on which the notice is served on you. The Appeal Tribunal
contact details are:
The Chairperson
Resource Management and Planning Appeal Tribunal
GPO Box 2036
Hobart TAS 7001
Phone: (03) 6165 6794
Email: rmpat@justice.tas.gov.au

Signed:

________________________________________________________
DELEGATE FOR THE BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
AUTHORITY

Date:

10 November 2020
________________________________________________________
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Schedule 1: Definitions
Activity means any environmentally relevant activity (as defined in Section 3 of EMPCA) to which
this document relates, and includes more than one such activity.
Authorized Officer means an authorized officer under section 20 of EMPCA.
Best Practice Environmental Management or 'BPEM' has the meaning described in Section 4 of
EMPCA.
Control Location (Noise) means a location chosen to represent the general ambient sound without
contribution from noise sources at the activity.
Director means the Director, Environment Protection Authority holding office under Section 18 of
EMPCA and includes a delegate or person authorised in writing by the Director to exercise a power
or function on the Director's behalf.
EMPCA means the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994.
Environmental Harm and Material Environmental Harm and Serious Environmental Harm
each have the meanings ascribed to them in Section 5 of EMPCA.
Environmental Nuisance and Pollutant each have the meanings ascribed to them in Section 3 of
EMPCA.
Environmentally Hazardous Material means any substance or mixture of substances of a nature
or held in quantities which present a reasonably foreseeable risk of causing serious or material
environmental harm if released to the environment and includes fuels, oils, waste and chemicals but
excludes sewage.
Noise Sensitive Premises means residences and residential zones (whether occupied or not),
schools, hospitals, caravan parks and similar land uses involving the presence of individual people
for extended periods, except in the course of their employment or for recreation.
Person Responsible is any person who is or was responsible for the environmentally relevant
activity to which this document relates and includes the officers, employees, contractors, joint
venture partners and agents of that person, and includes a body corporate.
Pollutant has the meaning ascribed to it in Section 3 of EMPCA.
Quarry Code Of Practice means the document of this title published by the Department of
Primary Industries, Water and Environment and the Department of Infrastructure, Energy and
Resources in June 1999, and includes any subsequent versions of this document.
Tasmanian Noise Measurement Procedures Manual means the document titled Noise
Measurement Procedures Manual, by the Department of Environment, Parks, Heritage and the
Arts, dated July 2008, and any amendment to or substitution of this document.
The Land means the land on which the activity to which this document relates may be carried out,
and includes: buildings and other structures permanently fixed to the land, any part of the land
covered with water, and any water covering the land. The Land falls within the area defined by
Mining lease 1992P/M on certificate of title 18699/1 as further delineated at Attachment 1.
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Weed means a declared weed as defined in the Weed Management Act 1999.
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Schedule 2: Conditions
Maximum Quantities
Q1

Regulatory limits
1 The activity must not exceed the following limits :
1.1 50,000 cubic metres per year of rocks, ores or minerals processed.

General
G1

Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents
A copy of these conditions and any associated documents referred to in these conditions must
be held in a location that is known to and accessible to the person responsible for the activity.
The person responsible for the activity must ensure that all persons who are responsible for
undertaking work on The Land, including contractors and sub-contractors, are familiar with
these conditions to the extent relevant to their work.

G2

Incident response
If an incident causing or threatening environmental nuisance, serious environmental harm or
material environmental harm from pollution occurs in the course of the activity, then the
person responsible for the activity must immediately take all reasonable and practicable action
to minimise any adverse environmental effects from the incident.

G3

No changes without approval
1 The following changes, if they may cause or increase the emission of a pollutant which
may cause material or serious environmental harm or environmental nuisance, must
only take place in relation to the activity if such changes have been approved in writing
by the EPA Board following its assessment of an application for a permit under the
Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993, or approved in writing by the Director:
1.1 a change to a process used in the course of carrying out the activity; or
1.2 the construction, installation, alteration or removal of any structure or equipment
used in the course of carrying out the activity; or
1.3 a change in the quantity or characteristics of materials used in the course of
carrying out the activity.

G4

Change of responsibility
If the person responsible for the activity intends to cease to be responsible for the activity, that
person must notify the Director in writing of the full particulars of any person succeeding him
or her as the person responsible for the activity, before such cessation.

G5

Change of ownership
If the owner of The Land upon which the activity is carried out changes or is to change, then,
as soon as reasonably practicable but no later than 30 days after becoming aware of the
change or intended change in the ownership of The Land, the person responsible must notify
the Director in writing of the change or intended change of ownership.

G6

Quarry Code of Practice
Unless otherwise required by these conditions or required in writing by the Director, the
activity (or activities) undertaken on The Land must comply with the Acceptable Standards
provisions of the Quarry Code of Practice.
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Complaints register
1 A public complaints register must be maintained. The public complaints register must,
as a minimum, record the following detail in relation to each complaint received in
which it is alleged that environmental harm (including an environmental nuisance) has
been caused by the activity:
1.1 the date and time at which the complaint was received;
1.2 contact details for the complainant (where provided);
1.3 the subject matter of the complaint;
1.4 any investigations undertaken with regard to the complaint; and
1.5 the manner in which the complaint was resolved, including any mitigation
measures implemented.
2 Complaint records must be maintained for a period of at least 3 years.

Atmospheric
A1

Control of dust emissions
Dust emissions from The Land must be controlled to the extent necessary to prevent
environmental nuisance.

A2

Covering of vehicles
Vehicles carrying loads containing material which may blow or spill must be equipped with
effective control measures to prevent the escape of the materials from the vehicles when they
leave The Land or travel on public roads. Effective control measures may include tarpaulins
or load dampening.

Blasting
B1

Notification of blasting
1 The following parties must be notified on each occasion prior to blasting on The Land:
1.1 All adjacent landowners to the property on which the activity is located; and
1.2 The managers of the Tasmanian Gas Pipeline.
2 The notification must be given at least 24 hours before such blasting is due to occur.
3 In the event that the blast(s) cannot take place at the time specified, the responsible
person must advise all those adjacent landowners to the activity, and the manager of the
Tasmanian Gas Pipeline, of the revised time at which blasting will take place.

B2

Blasting times
Blasting on The Land must take place only between the hours of 1000 hours and 1600 hours
Monday to Friday. Blasting must not take place on Saturdays, Sundays or public holidays
unless prior written approval of the Director has been obtained.

B3

Blasting - noise and vibration limits
1 Blasting on The Land must be carried out in accordance with blasting best practice
environmental management (BPEM) principles, and must be carried out such that, when
measured at the curtilage of any residence (or other noise sensitive premises) in other
occupation or ownership, airblast overpressure and ground vibration comply with the
following:
1.1 for 95% of blasts, airblast overpressure must not exceed 115dB (Lin Peak);
1.2 airblast overpressure must not exceed 120dB (Lin Peak);
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1.3

2

B4

for 95% of blasts ground vibration must not exceed 5mm/sec peak particle
velocity; and
1.4 ground vibration must not exceed 10mm/sec peak particle velocity.
All measurements of airblast overpressure and peak particle velocity must be carried out
in accordance with the methods set down in Technical basis for guidelines to minimise
annoyance due to blasting overpressure and ground vibration, Australian and New
Zealand Environment Council, September 1990.

Blast monitoring
1 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, blast monitoring must be
undertaken for each blast that occurs on The Land.
2 Blast monitoring must be carried out at location(s) agreed in writing by the Director.
3 In the event that ground vibration and/or airblast overpressure caused by a blast exceeds
a limit imposed by these conditions, the Director must be notified within seven days of
the blast, or as soon as is reasonable and practicable.
4 Blast monitoring records must be maintained for a period of at least two years.

Decommissioning And Rehabilitation
DC1

Notification of cessation
Within 30 days of becoming aware of any event or decision which is likely to give rise to the
permanent cessation of the activity, the person responsible for the activity must notify the
Director in writing of that event or decision. The notice must specify the date upon which the
activity is expected to cease or has ceased.

DC2

Stockpiling of surface soil
Prior to commencement of extractive activities on any portion of The Land, surface soils must
be removed in that portion of The Land to be disturbed by the conduct of the activity and
stockpiled for later use in rehabilitation of The Land. Topsoil must be kept separate from
other overburden and protected from erosion or other disturbance.

DC3

Progressive rehabilitation
Worked out or disused sections of The Land must be rehabilitated concurrently with
extractive activities on other sections of The Land. Progressive rehabilitation must be carried
out in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Quarry Code of Practice, unless
otherwise approved in writing by the Director. The maximum disturbed area of land which
may remain, at any time, without rehabilitation is 5 hectares.

DC4

Rehabilitation on cessation
1 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, rehabilitation upon permanent
cessation of the activity must be undertaken in accordance with relevant provisions of
the Quarry Code of Practice and in accordance with the following:
1.1 rehabilitation earthworks must be substantially completed within 12 months of
cessation of the activity; and
1.2 rehabilitated areas must be monitored and maintained for a period of at least three
years after rehabilitation works have been substantially completed, after which
time the person responsible for the activity may apply in writing to the Director
for a written statement that rehabilitation has been successfully completed.
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Temporary suspension of activity
1 Within 30 days of becoming aware of any event or decision which is likely to give rise
to the temporary suspension of the activity, the person responsible for the activity must
notify the Director in writing of that event or decision. The notice must specify the date
upon which the activity is expected to suspend or has suspended.
2 During temporary suspension of the activity:
2.1 The Land must be managed and monitored by the person responsible for the
activity to ensure that emissions from The Land do not cause serious
environmental harm, material environmental harm or environmental nuisance; and
2.2 If required by the Director a Care and Maintenance Plan for the activity must be
submitted, by a date specified in writing by the Director, for approval. The person
responsible must implement the approved Care and Maintenance Plan, as may be
amended from time to time with written approval of the Director.
3 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, if the activity on The Land has
substantially ceased for 2 years or more, rehabilitation of The Land must be carried out
in accordance with the requirements of these conditions as if the activity has
permanently ceased.

Effluent Disposal
E1

Perimeter drains or bunds
1 Perimeter cut-off drains, or bunds, must be constructed at strategic locations on The
Land to prevent surface run-off from entering the area used or disturbed in carrying out
the activity. All reasonable measures must be implemented to ensure that sediment
transported along these drains, or bunds, remains on The Land. Such measures may
include provision of strategically located sediment fences, appropriately sized and
maintained sediment settling ponds, vegetated swales, detention basins and other
measures designed and operated in accordance with the principles of Water Sensitive
Urban Design.
2 Drains, or bunds, must have sufficient capacity to contain run-off that could reasonably
be expected to arise during a 1 in 20 year rainfall event. Maintenance activities must be
undertaken regularly to ensure that this capacity does not diminish.

E2

Design and maintenance of settling ponds
1 Sediment settling ponds must be designed and maintained in accordance with the
following requirements:
1.1 ponds must be designed to successfully mitigate reasonably foreseeable sediment
loss which would result from a 1 in 20 year storm event;
1.2 discharge from ponds must occur via a stable spillway that is not subject to
erosion;
1.3 all pond walls must be stable and treated with topsoil and vegetated or otherwise
treated in such a manner as to prevent erosion; and
1.4 sediment settling ponds must be periodically cleaned out to ensure that the pond
design capacity is maintained. Sediment removed during this cleaning must be
securely deposited such that sediment will not be transported off The Land by
surface run-off.
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Hazardous Substances
H1

Storage and handling of hazardous materials
1 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, environmentally hazardous
materials held on The Land must be:
1.1 stored within impervious bunded areas, spill trays or other containment systems;
and
1.2 managed to prevent unauthorised discharge, emission or deposition of pollutants:
1.2.1 to soils within the boundary of The Land in a manner that is likely to cause
serious or material environmental harm;
1.2.2 to groundwater;
1.2.3 to waterways; or
1.2.4 beyond the boundary of The Land.

H2

Spill kits
Spill kits appropriate for the types and volumes of materials handled on The Land must be
kept in appropriate locations and maintained in a functional condition to assist with the
containment of spilt environmentally hazardous materials.

H3

Handling of hazardous materials - mobile
1 Where mobile containment of environmentally hazardous materials is utilised for the
fuelling or servicing of mobile or fixed plant on The Land, all reasonable measures must
be implemented to prevent unauthorised discharge, emission or deposition of pollutants:
1.1 to soils within the boundary of The Land in a manner that is likely to cause
serious or material environmental harm;
1.2 to groundwater;
1.3 to waterways; or
1.4 beyond the boundary of The Land.
2 Reasonable measures may include spill kits, spill trays/bunds or absorbent pads, and
automatic cut-offs on any pumping equipment.

Noise Control
N1

Operating hours
1 Unless otherwise approved by the Director, activities associated with the extraction of
rock, gravel, sand, clay or minerals, and loading of product, and screening/crushing
must not be undertaken outside the hours of 0700 hours to 1900 hours on weekdays and
0800 hours to 1600 hours on Saturdays.
2 Notwithstanding the above paragraph, activities must not be carried out on public
holidays that are observed Statewide (Easter Tuesday excepted).

N2

Noise emission limits
1 Noise emissions from the activity when measured at any noise sensitive premises in
other ownership and expressed as the equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure
level must not exceed:
1.1 45 dB(A) between 0700 hours and 1900 hours (Day time); and
1.2 40 dB(A) between 1900 hours and 2200 hours (Evening time); and
1.3 35 dB(A) between 2200 hours and 0700 hours (Night time).
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Where the combined level of noise from the activity and the normal ambient noise
exceeds the noise levels stated above, this condition will not be considered to be
breached unless the noise emissions from the activity are audible and exceed the
ambient noise levels by at least 5 dB(A).
The time interval over which noise levels are averaged must be 10 minutes or an
alternative time interval specified in writing by the Director.
Measured noise levels must be adjusted for tonality, impulsiveness, modulation and low
frequency in accordance with the Tasmanian Noise Measurement Procedures Manual.
All methods of measurement must be in accordance with the Tasmanian Noise
Measurement Procedures Manual.

N3

Noise survey requirements
1 Unless otherwise approved by the Director, a noise survey must be carried out:
1.1 within six (6) months of any change to the activity which is likely to substantially
alter the character or increase the volume of noise emitted from The Land; and
1.2 at such other times as may reasonably be required by the Director by notice in
writing.

N4

Noise survey method and reporting requirements
1 Noise surveys must be undertaken in accordance with a survey method approved in
writing by the Director, as may be amended from time to time with written approval of
the Director.
2 Without limitation, the survey method must address the following:
2.1 measurements must be carried out at day, evening and night times (where
applicable) at each location; and
2.2 measurement locations, and the number thereof, must be specified, with one
location established as a control location (noise).
3 Measurements and data recorded during the survey must include:
3.1 operational status of noise producing equipment and throughput of the activity;
3.2 subjective descriptions of the sound at each location;
3.3 details of meteorological conditions relevant to the propagation of noise;
3.4 the equivalent continuous (Leq) and L1, L10, L50, L90 and L99 A-weighted sound
pressure levels measured over a period of 10 minutes or an alternative time
interval approved by the Director;
3.5 one-third octave spectra over suitably representative periods of not less than 1
minute; and
3.6 narrow-band spectra over suitably representative periods of not less than 1 minute.
4 A noise survey report must be forwarded to the Director within 30 days from the date
on which the noise survey is completed.
5 The noise survey report must include the following:
5.1 the results and interpretation of the measurements required by these conditions;
5.2 a map of the area surrounding the activity with the boundary of The Land,
measurement locations, and noise sensitive premises clearly marked on the map;
5.3 any other information that will assist with interpreting the results and whether the
activity is in compliance with these conditions and EMPCA; and
5.4 recommendations of appropriate mitigation measures to manage any noise
problems identified by the noise survey.
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Operations
OP1

Weed management
The Land must be kept substantially free of weeds to minimise the risk of weeds being spread
through the transport of products from The Land.
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Schedule 3: Information
Legal Obligations
LO1

EMPCA
The activity must be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental
Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 and Regulations thereunder. The conditions of
this document must not be construed as an exemption from any of those requirements.

LO2

Storage and handling of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous substances
1 The storage, handling and transport of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous
substances must comply with the requirements of relevant State Acts and any
regulations thereunder, including:
1.1 Work Health and Safety Act 2012 and subordinate regulations;
1.2 Explosives Act 2012 and subordinate regulations; and
1.3 Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail Transport) Act 2010 and subordinate
regulations.

Other Information
OI1

Notification of incidents under section 32 of EMPCA
Where a person is required by section 32 of EMPCA to notify the Director of the release of a
pollutant, the Director can be notified by telephoning 1800 005 171 (a 24-hour emergency
telephone number).
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