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Report Summary
This report provides an environmental assessment of Sustainable Timber Tasmania’s proposed Kapai
Quarry expansion.
The proposal involves the extraction and processing of up to 10,000 cubic metres of gravel per
annum, and includes blasting, crushing and screening. The closest residence is approximately 1.5
km to the southwest. The quarry product will be used to construct and maintain forestry roads
on forestry land. The proposal is exempt from requiring a Council permit under Section 6 of the
Dorset Interim Planning Scheme 2013.
This report has been prepared based on information provided in the Environmental Effects Report
(EER). Relevant government agencies and the public were consulted and their submissions and
comments considered as part of the assessment.
Further details of the assessment process are presented in section 1 of this report. Section 2
describes the statutory objectives and principles underpinning the assessment. Details of the
proposal are provided in section 3. Section 4 reviews the need for the proposal and considers the
alternatives. Section 5 summarises the public and agency consultation process and the key issues
raised in that process. The detailed evaluation of environmental issues is contained in section 6.
Other issues are discussed in section 7. The report conclusions are contained in section 8.
Appendix 1 provides details of the matters raised by the public and referral agencies during the
consultation process. Appendix 2 contains a list of commitments made by the proponent. Appendix
3 contains the environment protection notice for the proposal.
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1 Approval Process
As required by section 27(1) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPC
Act), Sustainable Timber Tasmania referred the proposal to the Board of the Environment
Protection Authority (the Board) on 4 October 2018. The proposal is defined as a ‘level 2 activity’
under clauses 5(a) and 6(a)(ii), schedule 2 of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act
1994 (EMPC Act), being a quarry undertaking materials handling.
The assessment has been undertaken by the Director, Environment Protection Authority under
delegation from the Board.
The Board required that information to support the proposal be provided in the form of an
Environmental Effects Report (EER) prepared in accordance with guidelines issued by the Board.
A draft of the EER was submitted to EPA Tasmania for review against the guidelines before it was
finalised. The final EER was released for public inspection for a 14-day period commencing on 11
May 2019. An advertisement was placed in The Examiner newspaper and on the EPA website. The
EER was also referred to relevant government agencies for comment.
No representations were received.
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2 SD Objectives and EIA Principles
The proposal must be considered by the Board in the context of the objectives of the Resource
Management and Planning System of Tasmania (RMPS), and in the context of the objectives of the
Environmental Management and Pollution Control System (EMPCS) (both sets of objectives are
specified in Schedule 1 the EMPC Act). The functions of the Board are to administer and enforce
the provisions of the Act, and in particular to use its best endeavours to further the RMPS and
EMPCS objectives.
The Board must assess the proposal in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment
Principles defined in Section 74 of the EMPC Act.
The assessment has been undertaken by the Director, Environment Protection Authority under
delegation from the Board.
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3 The Proposal
The proposal involves the production of up to 10,000 m3 of product per annum, and includes
blasting, crushing and screening. The products will be used to construct and maintain forestry
roads on forestry land.
The main characteristics of the proposal are summarised in Table 1. A detailed description of the
proposal is provided in Part B of the EER.
Table 1: Summary of the proposal’s main characteristics
Activity
Extraction, crushing and screening of a maximum of 10,000 cubic metres of rock per annum.
Location and planning context
Location

Off Kamona Ridge Road, Kamona, Scottsdale (CT 170586/1)

Land zoning

Rural Resource (Dorset Interim Planning Scheme 2013)

Land tenure

Crown Land - Permanent Timber Production Zone (Sustainable Timber Tasmania (STT))

Mining lease

Not required
Existing site

Land Use

Existing quarry

Topography

Kapai Quarry occupies a prominent ridge top location on the northern-most extremity of
the north-south running Kapai Ridge. On either side of the forested ridge are the Arnon
River (west) and the Ledgewood Rivulet (east) valleys.

Geology

Paleogene - Neogene (Tertiary) basalt and related rocks

Soils

Red ferrosol soil developed on Tertiary basalt bedrock, thin on the upper slopes.

Hydrology

The closest designated watercourse is a tributary to the Arnon River. The source of the
tributary is around 200 metres west and downslope from the operations area boundary.

Natural Values

The existing site is a disturbed quarry, surrounded by a Radiata pine plantation. No
significant natural values occur on site.

Local region
Climate

Rainfall is approximately 971 mm per annum. Wind direction is predominantly westerly /
northwesterly.

Surrounding land
zoning, tenure
and uses

The land surrounding Kapai Quarry is production forest (Permanent Timber Production
Zone Land). Closer to Branxholm (east of the quarry) private land is developed for
agriculture. West of the quarry in the Arnon River valley the land is also developed for
agriculture. The closest residence is located approximately 1.6 km to the west.
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Species of
conservation
significance

No threatened flora species have been recorded within 500 metres of the operations
boundary. A wedge tailed eagle’s nest has been recorded in close proximity to the quarry
boundary. This nest however is no longer there.
Proposed infrastructure

Major equipment

Wheel loader, track loader, excavator, crusher, trucks.

Other
infrastructure

Sediment pond, access road, portable chemical toilet during campaigns.
Inputs

Water

Water for dust control.

Energy

Diesel.

Other raw
materials

None.
Wastes and emissions

Liquid

Stormwater runoff from extraction and stockpile areas.

Atmospheric

Dust from internal and external traffic, crushing / screening operations and blow-off from
stockpiles.

Solid

Minor spares and litter associated with lubrication, and general refuse including food scraps,
paper and packaging.

Controlled wastes

Potential for contaminated soil.
Portable chemical toilet will generate sanitary waste.

Noise

From screening equipment, excavator on site, and vehicles on site and going to and from
the site.

Greenhouse gases

Exhaust emissions from equipment and vehicles.
Construction and operations

Proposal
timetable

A previous crushing campaign has produced stockpiles of the various products STT will
require to meet its maintenance needs for the 2019 road construction season. A new
drilling / blasting, crushing and screening campaign will be initiated once permits are issued.

Operating hours
(ongoing)

0700 to 1900 hours Monday to Friday
0800 to 1600 hours Saturday
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Figure 1 Quarry location (from Figure 2 of the EER)

Figure 2 Surrounding land use (from Figure 3 of the EER)
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Figure 3 Mining plan (from Figure 4 of the EER)
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4 Need for the Proposal and Alternatives
According to the EER, Sustainable Timber Tasmania wishes to upgrade the quarry to make
crushing and screening campaigns more economically viable. The quarry has produced high quality
road construction materials for over 40 years, and is strategically located within active forest and
plantation areas with near future harvesting prospects.
An alternative to deriving quarry products from Kapai Quarry would be to source product on the
open market. The EER states that the northeast is not well serviced by hard stone quarries.

Environmental Assessment Report – Sustainable Timber Tasmania – Kapai Quarry, Kamona, Scottsdale

12

5 Public and Agency Consultation
No public representations were received.
The EER was referred to a number of government agencies/bodies with an interest in the
proposal. Submissions were received from the following:
•

Tas Networks

The following Divisions/areas of the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and
Environment also provided advice on the EER:
•

Regulator, EPA Tasmania

•

Noise specialist, EPA Tasmania

•

Policy and Conservation Advice Branch, Natural and Cultural Heritage Division
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6 Evaluation of Environmental Issues
EPA Tasmania has evaluated environmental issues considered relevant to the proposal. Details of
this evaluation, along with the permit conditions required by the Board, are discussed below.
The following issues are discussed:
1. Natural values
2. Stormwater
3. Noise and blasting
4. Air emissions
5. Waste management
6. Environmentally hazardous substances
7. Decommissioning and rehabilitation
General conditions
The following general conditions will be imposed on the activity:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

G1
G2
G3
G4
G5
G6
G7

Maximum Quantities
Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents
Incident response
No changes without approval
Change of responsibility
Change of ownership
Quarry Code of Practice
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Issue 1: Natural Values
Description of potential impacts
According to the EER, the increase in production from the quarry will require additional vegetation
clearing.
Threatened fauna records indicate the presence of the Tasmanian Wedge Tailed Eagle (Aquila
audax subsp. fleayi) with a recorded nest within 500 metres of the quarry. This nest was
confirmed as vacant in 2016 and 2017. Tasmanian devils (Sarcophilus harrisii) and eastern quolls
(Dasyurus viverrinus) have been recorded within the locality. Movement by heavy vehicles to and
from the site can also result in roadkill.
There is potential impact relating to sediment run off from the site into natural waterways and the
subsequent impact on habitat for the Giant freshwater crayfish, Scottsdale burrowing crayfish and the
hydrobiid snail. The quarry is within the catchment of the Arnon River which provides habitat for all
of these species.
A Phytophthera cinnamomi survey was conducted in 2018; no signs of infection were recorded at
the quarry site. Californian thistle (Cirsium arvense), ‘declared’ under the Weed Management Act
1999, was identified on site during a Sustainable Timber Tasmania survey conducted in
November 2018. Four other non-declared weed species were also observed within the quarry.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER explains that the quarry will be operated according to the EPA Quarry Code of Practice
2017 and that management of declared weeds will be in accordance with the Weed Management
Act 1999 and the Weed and Disease Planning and Hygiene Guidelines – Preventing the spread of
weeds and diseases in Tasmania (DPIPWE (a), 2015).
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Public and agency comment
The Policy and Conservation Advice Branch, DPIPWE (PCAB) provided the following advice.
Threated Flora
There are records of two threatened flora species within 5kms of the site. These are the
showy willowherb (Epilobium pallidiflorum) and hairy brooklime (Gratiola pubescens). PCAB
commented that these species “require ‘wet’ habitat and are unlikely to be found in the
proposed area of works”. Given the absence of suitable habitat for these species and the fact
that required vegetation clearing is confined to a mature Radiata pine plantation, PCAB
concluded that “it is anticipated that the proposal is unlikely to impact on these species, no
further action is recommended”.
Threatened Fauna
PCAB has no concerns regarding the impact of the development on raptors.
Transport impacts - Tasmanian Devils
PCAB raised concern in relation to traffic increase and the subsequent increase in the
probability of road deaths for species including the spotted-tailed quoll (Dasyurus maculatus)
(vulnerable) and the Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii) (endangered).
Aquatic environment and storm water
PCAB support the proposed mitigation measures to prevent discharge of sediment,
hydrocarbons and pollutants into the Arnon River.
Weeds and Diseases
PCAB supports the implementation of a hygiene management plan as outlined in the EER. PCAB
stated that “herbicides may have a degrading effect on water quality and watercourse habitat. As
best practice weed management, STT should ensure that any herbicides used in weed control
and eradication are safe for release in an aquatic environment.
Evaluation
The increase in production has the potential to impact on natural values. These have been
described above and are addressed through conditions described in this report relating to
surface water management (see issue 2), cartage hours, (Condition OP2) and weed and
disease management (Condition FF1). It is considered that adhering to these conditions will
mitigate impacts to an acceptable level.
Condition OP1 reflects the weed management measures proposed in the EER, and are
required to minimise the spread of weeds to and from the site and ensure any weeds present
on the land are appropriately managed.
As the area is largely forested, and has records of the Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii) and
eastern quoll (Dasyurus viverrinus) in the vicinity of the quarry, both of which are listed as
endangered under the TSPA, there is a reasonable threat of roadkill from heavy vehicle
movements through the area if undertaken between dusk and dawn. To mitigate the potential
for road kill Condition OP2 limits cartage to and from the site to within daylight hours.
The environmental impacts of clearing are not considered significant because clearing is confined to an
established pine plantation with limited, if any, suitable habitat. The area of clearing will also be subject
to a Forest Practices Plan, ensuring appropriate flora and fauna protection measures are in place.
Environmental Assessment Report – Sustainable Timber Tasmania – Kapai Quarry, Kamona, Scottsdale

16

Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
OP1

Weed and Disease Management

OP2

Cartage hours

FF1

Washdown Guidelines
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Issue 2: Stormwater
Description of potential impacts
High rainfall events have the potential to cause erosion of exposed areas in quarries. In the
absence of appropriate management, this may lead to pollution of the aquatic environment from
sediment and other water borne contaminants, such as oil.
Kapai Quarry occupies a ridge crest. The nearest watercourse is a tributary of the Arnon River.
The source of the tributary is 200 metres downslope from the operations area boundary. This
tributary is classified as “lower” conservation value on the CFEV classification. However, the
tributary flows into the Arnon River which contains records of threatened species (see issue 1).
Management measures proposed in EER
Commitment 1- The existing sediment trap on the quarry floor level will be reconstructed with
a total capacity of 36m3.
Commitment 2 - A new sediment trap will be constructed on the first bench level of the quarry
with a total capacity of 44m3.
Public and agency comment
PCAB advised that it supports the proposed mitigation measures to prevent discharge of
sediment, hydrocarbons and pollutants into the Arnon River.
Evaluation
The proposed onsite management of surface water is generally consistent with the acceptable
standards of the Quarry Code of Practice (EPA Tasmania, May 2017) (QCP) in regard to
drainage and erosion control. Limiting the surface water quantity to be managed is an important
consideration and will require maintenance of appropriately located perimeter drains or bunds
required by Condition E1. When the disturbed area of the quarry is increased, more capacity
for sediment runoff retention will be required.
Condition E2 requires maintenance of suitably sized sediment ponds to contain sediment in 20
year rainfall events, and implementation of other measures as needed to ensure polluted
stormwater is not discharged. The application of these conditions in conjunction with existing
site measures is considered adequate to minimise the discharge of sediment or other pollutants
in stormwater from the site. Condition E2 will also ensure that basins are appropriately
designed and cleaned out regularly. Condition E3 is imposed to ensure appropriate
management of stormwater is maintained throughout the quarry to the extent necessary to
prevent environmental harm.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
E1

Design and maintenance of settling ponds

E2

Stormwater

E3

Perimeter drains or bunds
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Issue 3: Noise and blasting
Description of potential impacts
Kapai Quarry will operate between the hours of 7.00 am and 7.00 pm Monday to Friday and
8.00 am to 4.00 pm on Saturdays.
There will be noise emissions from crushing, screening and drilling, and air blast overpressure
and vibration effects from blasting. Rock crushing and screening will be undertaken on a
campaign basis, and blasting is anticipated to occur at a maximum of once per year. Each
blasting event will produce around 20,000 cubic metres of shot rock with no more than 10,000
cubic metres per annum processed into stockpiles via crushing and screening.
Blasting and associated impacts on the adjacent Tas Networks transmission line were described
within the EER along with management measures which Tas Networks have endorsed.
Management measures proposed in EER
The quarry will operate between 7.00 am and 7.00 pm Monday to Friday and 8.00 am to 4.00
pm on Saturday.
Public and agency comment
Tas Networks has reviewed the EER and supporting documentation and stated that its
requirements have been adequately addressed.
Evaluation
The nearest house is located approximately 1.5 km to the Southwest of the quarry, off the
Tasman Highway. The quarry site is elevated, with little topographic screening. However, the
separation distance to the nearest residence is greater than the Quarry Code of Practice
standard for blasting (and crushing and screening), and given the proposed QCP operational
hours it is considered unlikely that noise or blast effects will result in an impact to surrounding
properties. The surrounding land is largely production forestry. There is no residentially zoned
land adjacent to or within proximity of the site, therefore the potential for future conflict of use
is limited.
Given the attenuation distances to the nearest residences, noise limits relating to crushing and
screening are not considered necessary. Condition N1 will ensure that crushing, screening and
other quarrying activities only occur within the standard Quarry Code of Practice operating
hours. Condition B1will ensure that blasting times are also undertaken consistent with the
Quarry Code of Practice. Given the topographic location of the quarry, standard conditions
relating to blasting limits are considered necessary (Condition B2).
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
N1 Operating hours
B1

Blasting times

B2

Blasting Limits
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Issue 4: Air emissions
Description of potential impacts
The quarry operation will generate air emissions associated with drilling, blasting, crushing and
screening. In addition, the quarry will generate dust as a result of loaders stockpiling gravel,
loading trucks, and vehicles operating within the quarry and on the unsealed access road.
Drilling, blasting, crushing and screening will only occur during the period of the quarry
campaign which is proposed to be once per year, for approximately 4 -5 weeks.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER describes a number of management measures to minimise dust leaving the site. These
include:
Commitment 3 - Appropriate control measures will be utilised to prevent dust causing nuisance
to neighbouring property.
•
•
•
•

using dust collection measures for drilling where possible,
when planning blasting, taking into account wind direction and restrict blasting to
westerly wind conditions,
using suppressant on output conveyor when dry windy conditions prevail and
ensuring a low ‘drop’ distance when loading material to stockpiles.

Public and agency comment
Tas Networks indicated that the management measures proposed in the EER were satisfactory
in relation to the potential for airborne particles to impact the safe and reliable operation of the
adjacent transmission line.
Evaluation
The relatively exposed and elevated position of the quarry and crushing equipment means that
dust has the potential to travel outside the boundary of the mining lease. Although the EER
states that the prevailing winds are away from residences, the wind roses show that there can
occasionally be strong winds from any direction. The separation distance from residents and
natural vegetation bordering the quarry will nevertheless help to prevent dust impacts from
occurring. The proposed management measures (Commitment 3) will assist in mitigating
emissions during conditions conducive to dust generation and transport. Condition A1 will
ensure that such measures are implemented as necessary. Condition A2 is imposed to ensure
that escape of materials during transport does not become a nuisance.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
A1 Control of dust emissions
A2 Covering of vehicles
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Issue 5: Waste management
Description of potential impacts
No solid wastes will be generated, other than the normal domestic wastes, plus some
maintenance materials, which will be disposed of to the Council garbage service on a daily basis.
A portable toilet will be installed on site, with all toilet waste disposed of at Council facilities. All
waste oils (controlled wastes) will be removed from the site to an appropriate facility.
Management measures proposed in EER
Commitment 5 - Waste including food waste, lubricating tubes and other spares and packaging
will be collected in the machine operator’s vehicle and disposed of offsite at an approved
disposal facility.
Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
Evaluation
The proposed management of waste is considered appropriate, and is unlikely to result in an
environmental impact. No conditions are considered necessary, although the proponent should
be made aware of the Waste Management Hierarchy for best practice (OI1).
Conclusion
The proponent will be made aware of the following information:
OI1 Waste Management Hierarchy.
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Issue 6: Environmentally hazardous substances
Description of potential impacts
According to the EER, no dangerous goods or chemicals will be used on site other than oils,
lubricants and fuels, and those used by the blasting contractor. All handling of oils, lubricants and
fuels will be within a bunded area. Spill kits will be available on site.
Management measures proposed in EER
Commitment 4 - A proprietary hydrocarbon spill kit will be available for immediate deployment
during refuelling operations.
Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
Evaluation
Given that the quarry is located within the catchment of the Arnon River, and to ensure the
protection of the local environment, it is important that all oil, lubricant and fuel is handled and
stored appropriately. Condition H1 is therefore required. Condition H2 will ensure a spill
kit appropriate to the task is maintained on site to ensure any spill is appropriately managed.
Condition H3 is imposed to address the refuelling of mobile vehicles on site.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
H1

Storage and handling of hazardous materials

H2

Spill Kits

H3

Handling of Hazardous Materials
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Issue 7: Decommissioning and rehabilitation
Description of potential impacts
The quarry plan allows for an active pit with progressive rehabilitation of the upper benches
during operations (described in Section 18 of the EER). The EER acknowledges that the
rehabilitation process is based on the recovery and direct replacement of the topsoil and native
vegetation seed. It is further noted that planting native seedlings and or active application of
native seed may be required. According to the EER, final rehabilitation of the quarry will involve
rehabilitating the benches by spreading topsoil over them followed by the application of native
seed and planting with native seedlings.
Management measures proposed in EER
The EER explains that Sustainable Timber Tasmania will operate the pit in accordance with the
Forest Practices Code, the Quarry Code of Practice and the EER.
Public and agency comment
No comment was received.
Evaluation
Progressive rehabilitation may not always be feasible due to the constrained site, however
rehabilitation should be implemented where sections of the quarry are genuinely worked out or
disused. To ensure rehabilitation is undertaken progressively, Condition DC 2 requires the
current disturbed area (2 hectares) to be the maximum disturbed area ongoing. To ensure
appropriate rehabilitation and standard requirements relating to cessation and suspension are
implemented, conditions DC1, DC2, DC3, DC4 and DC5 are required.
Conclusion
The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
DC1

Notification of cessation

DC2

Progressive Rehabilitation

DC3

Rehabilitation following cessation

DC4

Temporary Suspension of Activity

DC5

Stockpiling of surface soils
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7 Other Issues
The following issues have been raised during the assessment process and are discussed briefly here.
These are either issues which are not the Board’s responsibility under the EMPC Act, or issues
which are more appropriately addressed by another regulatory agency.
1. Aboriginal Heritage
Aboriginal heritage is the responsibility of Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (AHT), under
the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975. AHT has advised the proponent that there are no
Aboriginal heritage sites recorded within or close to the property on which the quarry
is situated and that there is a low probability of any such heritage being present.
Therefore that there is no requirement for any further investigation.
The proponent has an obligation to comply with the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975 which
stipulates a requirement to report any found artefacts.
Commitment 6 – If suspected Aboriginal heritage sites or items are unearthed, an
Unanticipated Discovery Plan will be put into immediate effect.
2. Tas Networks Transmission Line
The EER describes the proposed mitigation measures associated with blasting to ensure
safe and reliable operation of the adjacent Tas Networks transmission line. These
include;
• Tas Network operations control centre Team Leader will be notified of the
expected date and time of the blast at least 24 hours in advance. If the blast
must be delayed the Tas Networks operations control centre Team Leader will
be advised and a new day and time proposed.
•

The blasting contractor will ensure stemming height on the holes will be
sufficient to minimize the likelihood of fly rock emanating from the blast.
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8 Report Conclusions
This assessment has been based on the information provided by the proponent, Sustainable Timbers
Tasmania, in the permit application and the case for assessment (the EER).
This report incorporates specialist advice provided by EPA Tasmania scientific specialists and
regulatory staff, other Divisions of DPIPWE and other government agencies.
It is concluded that:
1. the RMPS and EMPCS objectives have been duly and properly pursued in the assessment of
the proposal;
2. the assessment of the proposed activity has been undertaken in accordance with the
Environmental Impact Assessment Principles; and
the proposed activity is capable of being managed in an environmentally acceptable manner such
that it is unlikely that the objectives of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994
(the RMPS and EMPCS objectives) would be compromised, provided that the conditions contained
within the Environmental Protection Notice - Environmental No. 10027/1 appended to this report
are imposed and duly complied with.

9 Appendices
Appendix 1

Summary of public and agency submissions

Appendix 2

Table of proponent commitments

Appendix 3

Permit conditions
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10 Report Approval
Environmental Assessment Report and conclusions, including environmental
conditions, adopted:

Wes Ford
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY
Acting under delegation from the Board of the Environment Protection Authority
28 June 2019:
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Appendix 1 – Summary of public representations and agency submissions
Tas Networks reviewed the mitigation measures proposed and described within Section 7.2.1 of
the EAR. These are presented below;
•

Tas Network operations control centre Team Leader will be notified of the
expected date and time of the blast at least 24 hours in advance. If the blast
must be delayed the Tas Networks operations control centre Team Leader will
be advised and a new day and time proposed.

•

The blasting contractor will ensure stemming height on the holes will be
sufficient to minimize the likelihood of fly rock emanating from the blast.

•

The source rock is basalt, an igneous rock unlikely to contain high
concentrations of electrically conductive particles such as graphite.

•

The prevailing wind direction is from the west or northwest ensuring any dust
ejected as a result of the blast will be carried away from the transmission
towers and lines.
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Appendix 2 – Table of proponent commitments
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Appendix 3 –Environment protection notice
[Insert proposed permit conditions/EPN/environmental licence as printed from NELMS, including all
attachments.]
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Appendix

Guidance for Land Use Planners on Environmental Impact Assessments conducted by the EPA Board, May 2018
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Environment Protection Notice 10027/1 (r1) 1/12

>eF3a
TASMANIA

EKViPOV.'Etff PROTECT&N AUTMOKHY

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION NOTICE No. 10027/1
Issued under the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994

FORESTRY TASMANIA trading as SUSTAINABLE TIMBER TASMANIA

ABN 91 628 769 359

LEVEL1, 99, BATHURST STREET

HOBART TAS 7000

Environmentally The operation of quarry (ACTIVITY TYPE: Crushing, grinding, milling or
Relevant separating into different sizes (rocks, ores or minerals))

Activity: KAPAI QUARRY, KAPAI MDGE OFF ROWLINGS ROAD

SCOTTSDALE TAS 7260

GROUNDS
I, Wes Ford, Delegate for the Board of the Environment Protection Authority, being satisfied in
accordance with section 44(l)(a) of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act
1994 (EMPCA) that in relation to the above-mentioned environmentally relevant activity that
serious or material environmental harm or environmental nuisance is being, or is likely to be,
caused hereby issue this environment protection notice to the above-mentioned person as the person

responsible for the activity.

PARTICULARS
The particulars of the grounds upon which this notice is issued are:
1 The above activity, being an environmentally relevant activity which does not require a land
use permit, was required to be referred to the EPA under Section 27 of the EMPCA for
environmental impact assessment. Having completed its assessment, the Board of the EPA
has caused the Director to issue this environment protection notice containing conditions and

restrictions which the Board requires to apply to the activity.
2 The proposed activity was referred to the Board of the EPA under [Section 27(1) or Section
27(2) or EMPCA, and the Board has completed an assessment in accordance with Section

27(3) of the Act.
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DEFINITIONS
Unless the contrary appears, words and expressions used in this Notice have the meaning given to

them in Schedule 1 of this Notice and in the EMPCA. If there is any inconsistency between a
definition in the EMPCA and a definition in this Notice, the EMPCA prevails to the extent of the
inconsistency.

REQUIREMENTS
The person responsible for the activity must comply with the conditions as set out in Schedule 2 of
this Notice.

INFORMATION
Attention is drawn to Schedule 3, which contains important additional information.

PENALTIES
If a person bound by an environment protection notice contravenes a requirement of the notice, that

person is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding 1000
penalty units in the case of a body corporate or 500 penalty units in any other case (at the time of
issuance of this Notice one penalty unit is equal to $163.00).

NOTICE TAKES EFFECT
This notice takes effect on the date on which it is served upon you.

APPEAL RIGHTS
You may appeal to the Appeal Tribunal against this notice, or against any requirement contained in
the notice, within 14 days from the date on which the notice is served, by writing to:
The Chairperson
Resource Management and Planning Appeal Tribunal

GPO Box 2036
HobartTAS7001

Signed:

/U^^C
DELEGATE FOR THE BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
AUTHORITY

Date:

28 June 2019
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Schedule 1: Definitions
10,000 cubic metres is considered to be equivalent to 16,000 tonnes.

Aboriginal Relic has the meaning described in section 2(3) of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975.
Activity means any environmentally relevant activity (as defined in Section 3 of EMPCA) to which
this document relates, and includes more than one such activity.

Best Practice Environmental Management or 'BPEM' has the meaning described in Section 4 of
EMPCA.
daylight hours means the period between one hour after dawn and one hour before dusk.

Director means the Director, Environment Protection Authority holding office under Section 18 of
EMPCA and includes a person authorised in writing by the Director to exercise a power or function
on the Director's behalf.
EMPCA means the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994.
Environmental Harm and MMerial Environmental Harm and Serious Environmental Harm

each have the meanings ascribed to them in Section 5 ofEMPCA.
Environmental Nuisance and Pollutant each have the meanings ascribed to them in Section 3 of
EMPCA.
Environmentally Hazardous Material means any substance or mixture of substances of a natu-e

or held in quantities which present a reasonably foreseeable risk of causing serious or material
environmental harm if released to the environment and includes fuels, oils, waste and chemicals but
excludes sewage.
Noise Sensitive Premises means residences and residential zones (whether occupied or not),
schools, hospitals, caravan parks and similar land uses involving the presence of individual people
for extended periods, except in the course of their employment or for recreation.
Person Responsible is any person who is or was responsible for the environmentally relevant
activity to which this document relates and includes the officers, employees, contractors, joint
venture partners and agents of that person, and includes a body corporate.

Quarry Code of Practice means the document of this title published by the Environment
Protection Authority in May 2017, and includes any subsequent versions of this document.
Stormwater means water traversing the surface of The Land as a result of rainfall.

The Land means the land on which the activity to which this document relates may be carried out,
and includes: buildings and other structures permanently fixed to the land, any part of the land
covered with water, and any water covering the land. The Land falls within the area defined by:

1 Certificate of Title 170586/1, PID 3395925;and
2 as further delineated by the area marked as "operations area boundary" shown in Figure
1 at Attachment 1 .

DELEGATE FOR THE BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY Date of issue: 28 JUN J?0l9

Environment Protection Notice 10027/1 (r1) 5/12

Washdown Guidelines means the document titled Weed and Disease Planning and Hygiene
Guidelines - Preventing the spread of weeds and diseases in Tasmania, by the Department of
Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment, dated March 2015, and any amendment to or

substitution of this document.
Weed means a declared weed as defined in the Weed Management Act 1999.
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Schedule 2: Conditions
General

Gl Maximum Quantities
1 Ql Regulatoiy limits
1.1 Extraction of 10,000 cubic metres per year of rocks, ores or minerals processed.
1.2 Processing of 10,000 cubic metres per year of rocks, ores or minerals processed.
G2 Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents
A copy of these conditions and any associated documents referred to in these conditions must

be held in a location that is known to and accessible to the person responsible for the activity.
The person responsible for the activity must ensure that all persons who are responsible for
undertaking work on The Land, including contractors and sub-contractors, are familiar with
these conditions to the extent relevant to their work.

G3 Incident response
If an incident causing or threatening environmental nuisance, serious environmental harm or
material environmental harm from pollution occurs in the course of the activity, then the

person responsible for the activity must immediately take all reasonable and practicable action
to minimise any adverse environmental effects from the incident.

G4 No changes without approval
1 The following changes, if they may cause or increase the emission of a pollutant which
may cause material or serious environmental harm or environmental nuisance, must

only take place in relation to the activity if such changes have been approved in writing
by the EPA Board following its assessment of an application for a permit under the
Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993, or approved in writing by the Director:
1.1 a change to a process used in the course of carrying out the activity; 011.2 the constmction, installation, alteration or removal of any stmchire or equipment
used in the course of carrying out the activity; or
1.3 a change in the quantity or characteristics of materials used in the course of
carrying out the activity.

G5 Change of responsibility
If the person responsible for the activity intends to cease to be responsible for the activity, that
person must notify the Director in writing of the full particulars of any person succeeding him
or her as the person responsible for the activity, before such cessation.

G6 Change of ownership
If the owner of The Land upon which the activity is carried out changes or is to change, then,
as soon as reasonably practicable but no later than 30 days after becoming aware of the

change or intended change in the ownership of The Land, the person responsible must notify
the Director in writing of the change or intended change of ownership.
G7 Quarry Code of Practice
Unless otherwise required by these conditions or required in writing by the Director, the
activity (or activities) undertaken on The Land must comply with the Acceptable Standards
provisions of the Quarry Code of Practice.
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Atmospheric
Al Control of dust emissions
Dust emissions from The Land must be controlled to the extent necessary to prevent
environmental nuisance beyond the boundary of The Land.

A2 Covering of vehicles
Vehicles carrying loads containing material which may blow or spill must be equipped with
effective control measures to prevent the escape of the materials from the vehicles when they
leave The Land or travel on public roads. Effective control measures may include tarpaulins
or load dampening.

Blasting
Bl Blasting times
Blasting on The Land must take place only between the hours of 1000 hours and 1600 hours
Monday to Friday. Blasting must not take place on Saturdays, Sundays or public holidays
unless prior written approval of the Director has been obtained.

B2 Blasting - noise and vibration limits
1 Blasting on The Land must be carried out in accordance with blasting best. practice
environmental management (BPEM) principles, and must be carried out such that, when
measured at the curtilage of any residence (or other noise sensitive premises) in other
occupation or ownership, airblast overpressure and ground vibration comply with the

following:
1.1 for 95% of blasts, airblast overpressure must not exceed 1 15dB (Lin Peak);
1.2 airblast overpressure must not exceed 120dB (Lin Peak);
1.3 for 95% of blasts ground vibration must not exceed 5mm/sec peak particle
velocity; and
1.4 ground vibration must not exceed lOmm/sec peak particle velocity.
2 All measurements of airblast overpressure and peak particle velocity must be carried out

in accordance with the methods set down in Technical basis for guidelines to minimise
annoyance due to blasting overpressnre and ground vibration, Australian and New
Zealand Environment Council, September 1990.

Decommissionin2 And Rehabilitation
DC1 Notification of cessation
Within 30 days of becoming aware of any event or decision which is likely to give rise to the
permanent cessation of the activity, the person responsible for the activity must notify the

Director in writing of that event or decision. The notice must specify the date upon which the
activity is expected to cease or has ceased.

DC2 Progressive rehabilitation
Worked out or disused sections of The Land must be rehabilitated concurrently with
extractive activities on other sections of The Land. Progressive rehabilitation must be carried
out in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Quarry Code of Practice, unless

otherwise approved in writing by the Director. The maximum disturbed area of land which
may remain, at any time, without rehabilitation is 2 hectares.
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DC3 Rehabilitation on cessation
1 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, rehabilitation upon permanent
cessation of the activity must be undertaken in accordance with relevant provisions of

the Quarry Code of Practice and in accordance with the following:
1.1 rehabilitation earthworks must be substantially completed within 12 months of
cessation of the activity; and
1.2 rehabilitated areas must be monitored and maintained for a period of at least three
years after rehabilitation works have been substantially completed, after which
time the person responsible for the activity may apply in writing to the Director
for a written statement that rehabilitation has been successfully completed.

DC4 Temporary suspension of activity
1 Within 30 days of becoming aware of any event or decision which is likely to give rise
to the temporary suspension of the activity, the person responsible for the activity must

notify the Director in writing of that event or decision. The notice must specify the date
upon which the activity is expected to suspend or has suspended.

2 During temporary suspension of the activity:
2.1 The Land must be managed and monitored by the person responsible for the
activity to ensure that emissions from The Land do not cause serious
environmental harm, material environmental harm or environmental nuisance; and

2.2 If required by the Director a Care and Maintenance Plan for the activity must be
submitted, by a date specified in writing by the Director, for approval. The person
responsible must implement the approved Care and Maintenance Plan, as may be

amended from time to time with written approval of the Director.
3 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, if the activity on The Land has
substantially ceased for 2 years or more, rehabilitation of The Land must be carried out
in accordance with the requirements of these conditions as if the activity has
permanently ceased.

DC5 Stockpiling of surface soil
Prior to commencement of extractive activities on any portion of The Land, surface soils must

be removed in that portion of The Land to be disturbed by the conduct of the activity and
stockpiled for later use in rehabilitation of The Land. Topsoil must be kept separate from
other overburden and protected from erosion or other disturbance.

Effluent Disposal
El Design and maintenance of settling ponds
1 Sediment settling ponds must be designed and maintained in accordance with the
following requirements:
1.1 ponds must be designed to successfully mitigate reasonably foreseeable sediment
loss which would result from a 1 in 20 year storm event;

1.2 discharge from ponds must occur via a stable spillway that is not subject to
erosion;

1.3 all pond walls must be stable and treated with topsoil and vegetated or otherwise
treated in such a manner as to prevent erosion; and

1.4 sediment settling ponds must be periodically cleaned out to ensure that the pond
design capacity is maintained. Sediment removed during this cleaning must be
securely deposited such that sediment will not be transported off The Land by
surface run-off.
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E2 Stormwater
1 Polluted stormwater that will be discharged from The Land must be collected and
treated prior to discharge to the extent necessaiy to prevent serious or material
environmental harm, or environmental nuisance.

2 Notwithstanding the above, all stormwater that is discharged from The Land must not
carry pollutants such as sediment, oil and grease in quantities or concentrations that are

likely to degrade the visual quality of any receiving waters outside The Land.
3 All reasonable measures must be implemented to ensure that solids entrained in
stormwater are retained on The Land. Such measures may include appropriately sized
and maintained sediment settling ponds or detention basins.
E3 Perimeter drains or bunds
1 Perimeter cut-off drains, or bunds, must be constructed at strategic locations on The
Land to prevent surface mn-off from entering the area used or disturbed in carrying out
the activity. All reasonable measures must be implemented to ensure that sediment
transported along these drains, or bunds, remains on The Land. Such measures may

include provision of strategically located sediment fences, appropriately sized and
maintained sediment settling ponds, vegetated swales, detention basins and other

measures designed and operated in accordance with the principles of Water Sensitive
Urban Design.
2 Drains, or bunds, must have sufficient capacity to contain run-off that could reasonably

be expected to arise during a 1 in 20 year rainfall event. Maintenance activities must be
undertaken regularly to ensure that this capacity does not diminish.

Flora And Fauna
FF1 Washdown Guidelines
Prior to entering the land, machinery must be washed in accordance with the Washdown
Guidelines, or any subsequent revisions of that document.
Hazardous Substances

HI Storage and handling of hazardous materials
1 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Director, environmentally hazardous
materials held on The Land must be:
1.1 stored within impervious bunded areas, spill trays or other containment systems;
and
1.2 managed to prevent unauthorised discharge, emission or deposition of pollutants:

1.2.1 to soils within the boundary of The Land in a manner that is likely to cause
serious or material environmental harm;
1.2.2 to groundwater;
1.2.3 to waterways; or
1.2.4 beyond the boundary of The Land.

H2 Spill kits
Spill kits appropriate for the types and volumes of materials handled on The Land must be
kept in appropriate locations to assist with the containment of spilt environmentally hazardous
materials.
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H3 Handling of hazardous materials - mobile
1 Where mobile containment of environmentally hazardous materials is utilised for the
fuelling or servicing of mobile or fixed plant on The Land, all reasonable measures must

be implemented to prevent unauthorised discharge, emission or deposition of pollutants:
1.1 to soils within the boundary of The Land in a manner that is likely to cause
serious or material environmental harm;
1.2 to groundwater;
1.3 to waterways; or

1.4 beyond the boundary of The Land.
2 Reasonable measures may include spill kits, spill trays/bunds or absorbent pads, and
automatic cut-offs on any pumping equipment.

Noise Control
N1 Operating hours
1 Unless otherwise approved by the Director, activities associated with milling or
machining of timber and loading/unloading of wood deliveries to and from The Land
must not be undertaken outside the following times:
1.1 0700 hours to 1900 hours Monday to Friday; and
1.2 0800 hours to 1600 hours Saturdays
1.3 No operations on Sundays

2 Notwithstanding the above paragraph, the above activities must not be carried out on
Public Holidays that are observed State-wide (Easter Tuesday excepted) without the
written approval of the Director.
Operations

OP1 Weed management
The Land must be kept substantially free of weeds to minimise the risk of weeds being spread
through the transport of products from The Land.
OP2 Cartage Hours
Cartage by heavy vehicles entering and leaving the land must only be undertaken during
daylight hours
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Schedule 3: Information
Legal Oblisations

L01 EMPCA
The activity must be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental

Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 and Regulations thereunder. The conditions of
this document must not be construed as an exemption from any of those requirements.

L02 Aboriginal relics requirements
1 Aboriginal relics, objects, sites, places and human remains regardless of whether they

are located on public or private land, are protected under the Aboriginal Heritage Act
1975.
2 Unanticipated discoveries of Aboriginal heritage must be reported to Aboriginal
Heritage Tasmania on 1300 487 045 as soon as possible.
LOS Storage and handling of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous substances
1 The storage, handling and transport of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous
substances must comply with the requirements of relevant State Acts and any
regulations thereunder, including:

1.1 Work Health and Safety Act 2012 and subordinate regulations;
1.2 Explosives Act 2012 and subordinate regulations; and
1.3 Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail Transport) Act 2010 and subordinate
regulations.

Other Information
Oil Waste management hierarchy
1 Wastes should be managed in accordance with the following hierarchy of waste
management:
1.1 waste should be minimised, that is, the generation of waste must be reduced to the
maximum extent that is reasonable and practicable, having regard to best practice
environmental management;
1.2 waste should be re-used or recycled to the maximum extent that is practicable;

and
1.3 waste that cannot be re-used or recycled must be disposed of at a waste depot site

or treatment facility that has been approved in writing by the relevant planning
authority or the Director to receive such waste, or otherwise in a manner approved

in writing by the Director.

' JUH,
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