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Glossary/Acronyms
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Report Summary

This report is an environmental assessment of the Zeehan Zinc Project – Stage 2 by Tartana 
Resources Limited.

The proposal involves extraction, screening and crushing of zinc-rich smelter slag from two 
historic stockpiles at the former Tasmanian Smelters site on Henty Road, near Zeehan. Tartana 
Resources Limited currently holds a permit (DA 2020/74, including PCE 10561) for extraction and 
screening of slag from the South Stockpile only (Stage 1).

This proposal (Stage 2) seeks to extract and process material from the North Stockpile (~86000 
tonnes), the remaining slag inventory in the South Stockpile, and crush oversize material from both 
stockpiles. The maximum rate of extraction and processing sought is 140,000m3 per annum.

This report has been prepared based on information provided in the permit application and
Environmental Effects Report (EER). Relevant government agencies and the public were consulted,
and their submissions considered as part of the assessment.

Appendix 1 contains details of matters raised by the public and referral agencies during the 
consultation process.

Appendix 2 contains a table of the proponent’s proposed management measures.

Appendix 3 contains the environmental permit conditions for the proposal.
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1 Approval Process

The Board of the Environment Protection Authority (the Board) received a Notice of Intent for
this proposal on 5 August 2021.

This proposal is defined as a ‘level 2 activity’ under clauses 5(c) and 6(a)(ii), Schedule 2 of the 
Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPC Act), being a mine and materials 
handling facility processing minerals at a rate in excess of 1,000 m3 per year.

The Board required that information to support the proposal be provided in the form of an 
Environmental Effects Report (EER), prepared in accordance with Guidelines issued by the Board 
on 3 September 2021.

An application for a permit under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPA Act) for the 
proposal was submitted to West Coast Council on 18 January 2022. Section 25(1) of the EMPC 
Act required Council to refer the application to the Board of the Environment Protection 
Authority (the Board) for assessment under the Act. The application was received by the Board 
on 18 January 2022.

Several drafts of the EER were submitted to EPA for review against the Guidelines before it was 
accepted and finalised on behalf of the Board on 27 May 2022.

The final EER was submitted to West Coast Council and released for public inspection for 28 days
on 4 June 2022. Advertisements were placed in The Advocate and on the EPA website. The EER
was also referred to relevant government agencies for comment. No representations were 
received.
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2 SD Objectives and EIA Principles

The proposal must be considered by the Board in the context of the objectives of the Resource 
Management and Planning System of Tasmania (RMPS), and the Environmental Management and 
Pollution Control System (EMPCS). Both sets of objectives are specified in Schedule 1 of the 
EMPC Act.

The functions of the Board are to administer and enforce the provisions of the EMPC Act, and to
use its best endeavours to further the RMPS and EMPCS objectives. The Board must assess the 
proposal in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment Principles defined in Section 74 
of the EMPC Act.
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3 The Proposal

The main characteristics of the proposal are summarised in Table 1. A detailed description is 
provided in the EER. 

Table 1: Summary of the main characteristics of the proposal

Activity

Extraction and processing of 140,000m3 of zinc slag per annum. The slag will be physically 
extracted using earthmoving equipment, screened to remove debris and oversize material, and 
oversize material will be crushed. This is an intensification of an existing activity. 

Location and planning context

Location 2km south of Zeehan on the Zeehan-Strahan Road, also known as Henty 
Road (refer to Figure 1 below)

Land zoning Environmental Management (West Coast Local Provisions Schedule, 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme) 

Land tenure Crown Land – Parks and Wildlife Service - Regional Reserve (‘Crotty Ridge 
Regional Reserve’) (Nature Conservation Act 2002)  

Mining lease 3M/2017

Lease area 22 Hectares

Bond $10,800

Activity site

Land Use Historically used for pyrometallurgical processing of ore, primarily recovering 
lead, silver, and copper. Recovering zinc was not possible using technology 
available at the time, and consequently the zinc reported to the slag during 
the smelting process. The smelter site was closed in 1948 and remained in an 
uncontrolled condition from that time, as two large slag piles (North and 
South) (shown in Figure 2 below). 
Stage 1 of the Zeehan Zinc Project allowed for the removal of zinc slag from 
the South Stockpile only, which has subsequently largely reduced the stockpile
(refer to Figure 3 below). 

Topography The site is located on a flat area on the western side of a low hill, terraced 
due to historic mining and smelting activities.

Geology The slag stockpile area and the surrounding area are underlain by sedimentary 
rocks of the Wurawina supergroup, predominantly quartz sandstone with 
beds of limestone and mudstone. The western portion of the mining lease is 
underlain by Cenozoic alluvium and marsh deposits.

Soils Part of the South Stockpile is located over historic PAF tailings, which also 
show at surface level south of the South Stockpile. 

Hydrology Site surface water reports to a small waterway (Austral Creek), which 
crosses the area on the southwestern corner for 400m, downstream of the 
stockpiles and access road, flowing south, shown in Figure 2 below. Austral 
Creek discharges to the Little Henty River 1.75km downstream, which 
subsequently discharges to Ocean Beach south of Trial Harbour.
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Natural 
Values

Tasmanian Devils (Sarcophilus harrisii) have been recorded within 500m of the 
site.

Local region

Climate Average annual rainfall: 2375.2mm (BOM, Station 97054)
Average min/max temperature: 6.3 – 15.2°C (BOM, Station 97016)
Predominant wind direction: Westerly

Surrounding 
land zoning, 
tenure and 
uses

Located on Crown Land, administered by the Parks & Wildlife Service (PWS), 
within the larger Crotty Ridge Regional Reserve. The mining lease 3M/2017 is 
limited to 15m depth from surface and is surrounded by the larger 9M/1991 
mining lease owned by MMG Australia Limited.
The site is ~2km south of Zeehan township, with the nearest residence 
~1.5km away. Approximately 0.5km to the north is the Zeehan Waste 
Transfer Station.

Species of 
conservation 
significance

A search of the Natural Values Atlas (EER Appendix 2) found:

Six records of Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii) sightings within 500m 
of the site.

No threatened flora species within 500m of the site.

A single threatened flora species was recorded within 5000m of the site, 
being Orthoceras strictum (horned orchid). This observation dates from 
1896. 

No threatened vegetation communities recorded within 500m of the site.

Proposed infrastructure

Major 
equipment

A bulldozer, front end loader and an excavator with a screening bucket are 
currently approved as part of Stage 1. New equipment to be added in Stage 2 
is a mobile crushing plant.

Other 
infrastructure

Site office (portable building), and portaloo, which are currently on site as 
part of Stage 1. No new infrastructure is proposed for Stage 2.  

Inputs

Water Water cart/sprinklers used as required for dust suppression. 

Energy Fuel is required for heavy equipment. Refuelling will take place onsite, using 
small bunded tanks located on the back of light vehicles. No fuel tanks will be 
installed, and no fuel will be stored onsite.

Other raw 
materials

None required.

Wastes and emissions

Liquid Stormwater runoff from extraction and stockpile areas.

Atmospheric Dust from internal and external traffic, and blow-off from stockpiles.

Solid General refuse including food scraps, paper, and packaging.

Controlled 
wastes

The onsite portable toilet will create sanitary waste. 
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Noise Noise emissions from excavator, screening and crushing equipment on site, 
and vehicles on site and going to and from the site.

Greenhouse 
gases

Greenhouse gases produced from use of heavy machinery and vehicles.

Construction, commissioning and operations

Proposal 
timetable

Extraction and processing of material from the North Stockpile will begin as 
soon as a permit is granted. It is anticipated that the proposal will take place 
over the next 12 months.

Operating 
hours

0700 to 1700 hours Monday to Saturday. 

Other key characteristics

The total area of disturbance is 2.5ha, but no vegetation clearing or soil stripping is required.
Material from the slag stockpiles will be extracted in layers, screened, and loaded. Oversized 
material and debris will be removed, with oversize material stockpiled temporarily prior to 
crushing. Working stockpiles of North and South material will also be developed to facilitate 
efficient loading of trucks and control of zinc grade. 
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Figure 1. General location map, showing the site (Mining Lease 3M/2017), enclosed by 
Mining Lease 9M/1991, and its position relative to Zeehan township (EER Figure 3).
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Figure 3: Zinc smelter slag and Stage 1 works occurring on the South Stockpile in 
2021 (Figure 1 of the EER).
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4 Project Rationale and Alternatives

The Proponent has entered into a time-sensitive commercial agreement to sell the recovered zinc 
slag inventory internationally. The EER states that this commercial opportunity has arisen because 
of recent zinc metal price increases in the world market, and the global impact of COVID-19 on 
shipping and production. The EER also states that no other commercial alternatives are currently 
available for the removal or processing of the zinc slag resource.

The Proponent currently holds a planning permit (DA2020/74) for recovery of the smelter slag 
from the Southern Stockpile only, down to a level of one metre above the historic tailings. Stage 2 
of the Project will enable Tartana to continue to recover the remaining slag inventory in the South 
Stockpile, begin extraction on the North Stockpile, crush oversize materials onsite, and blend
from both stockpiles to achieve the desired zinc grade for export.

The EER further states that removal of the historic slag will contribute to rehabilitation of the site, 
by reducing the environmental risk of toxic metals potentially leaching from the slag stockpiles. 
Removal of the slag is also the first step towards remediating the underlying historic tailings, which 
are a source of acid and metalliferous drainage (AMD) reporting to Austral Creek.
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5 Public and Agency Consultation

No public submissions were received during the consultation period.

The EER was also referred to several government agencies with an interest in the proposal.  A 
submission was received from Mineral Resources Tasmania, Department of State Growth.

The Regulatory Officer, Environment Protection Authority also provided specialist advice on the 
EER.

Appendix 1 of this report contains a summary of the government agency submissions received.
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6 Evaluation of Environmental Issues

The following environmental issues are considered relevant to the proposal and have been 
evaluated in this section:

1. Water quality and potential AMD
2. Noise emissions
3. Air quality
4. Natural values
5. Waste and hazardous substances
6. Decommissioning and rehabilitation

General conditions

The following general conditions will be imposed on the activity:

Q1 Regulatory limits
G1 Access to and awareness of conditions and associated documents
G2 Incident response
G3 No changes without approval
G4 Change of ownership
G5 Change of responsibility
G6 Complaints register
G7 Extraction Areas
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Issue 1: Water quality and potential AMD

Potential impacts

The proposal does not require a site water supply, nor does it produce wastewater. There is no 
excavation occurring into the natural ground surface, and works on the site are not expected to 
alter existing groundwater levels or quality. 
Potential impacts on water quality relate to stormwater runoff from the extraction area, which 
will be directed into drainage channels around the site before eventually discharging into Austral 
Creek. The historic tailings present on the site are likely to represent the key source of 
potential contamination to Austral Creek. The tailings are exposed at the surface, and also 
extend underneath part of the South Stockpile (see Figure 4 below). If the tailings are disturbed 
during the slag extraction process, the risk of oxidation and associated acid and metalliferous 
drainage (AMD) risks to water quality may increase.
Inefficient drainage control and stormwater management may also lead to sediments or other 
contaminants entering water during rain events and impacting on land and waterways beyond 
the site. Improper drainage can also create areas of waterlogging, leading to less efficient 
machinery use on site, and may assist in the spread of weed seeds and pathogens off site from 
mud collected on plant and vehicles.

Management measures proposed in EER 

Drainage pathways will be directed around working areas and contain sediment fencing (EER 
Management Measure 6). 
Water sampling will be undertaken monthly to monitor effects on Austral Creek (EER 
Management Measure 7). 
Results of water quality monitoring in Austral Creek will be evaluated annually, to identify 
any new trends or impacts. This annual review will also include an assessment of whether 
the current monitoring programme is sufficient or should be expanded or modified (EER 
Management Measure 8).
A minimum 1m layer of slag will be left in-situ where the South Stockpile sits over historic 
tailings to prevent exposure of new areas (EER Management Measure 9).
No management measures are proposed in relation to groundwater as the proposed works 
are not expected to impact groundwater.

Public and agency comment

No comments were received.

Evaluation

Advice was received from EPA’s water specialist during the Stage 1 assessment that while the 
slag itself is a potentially acid forming (PAF) material, due to the more than 70 years of exposure 
to the elements (air and water permeating through the slag) that have already occurred, water 
quality related risks associated with disturbing the slag itself are limited. However, it is 
important that disturbance of the underlying tailings is avoided. Under the current Stage 1 
permit, a 1m slag layer must be left in situ on the South Stockpile to protect the underlying 
tailings from disturbance during operations. The continued management measure to leave a 
layer of slag in situ above the tailings (until approved rehabilitation occurs) will limit potential 
water quality risks, and this is reflected in condition OP2. According to the EER, this 1m layer
will be removed during final remediation of the site.
Monitoring points have been established in four locations, which will continue to be sampled 
monthly during Stage 2 (refer to Figure 4 below). The proposed water monitoring regime will 
provide assurance that the operation does not cause additional contamination to Austral Creek.
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Conditions M1 and M3 outline the parameters, methods, and timeframes for monitoring water 
quality in Austral Creek, and for reporting results to the EPA Director monthly. M2 stipulates 
that monitoring points must be clearly marked.
It is considered that general drainage and sediment control measures will be adequate for this 
operation, where no disturbance of ground or vegetation clearance is proposed. Conditions E1 
and E2 have been included, which are standard conditions for management of stormwater and 
surface runoff at extractive pits and quarries.

Conditions

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
E1. Stormwater 
E2. Perimeter drains or bunds
OP2. Maintenance of a working layer above tailings
M1. Samples and measurements for monitoring purposes
M2. Signage of monitoring points  
M3. Monitoring requirements
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Figure 4: The location of the two stockpiles, site waterways, monitoring points (red)
and the visible extent of the historic tailings underlying the South Stockpile (Figure 7 
of the EER).
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Issue 2: Noise emissions

Description of potential impacts

Noise from heavy machinery involved in extraction, screening, crushing, and transport may
cause environmental nuisance to residential receptors if not managed appropriately. Crushing is 
a new component of the activity for Stage 2 and is likely to produce additional noise compared 
to Stage 1. There is to be no increase in cartage traffic in Stage 2.

Management measures proposed in EER

Operations and transport will only occur Monday to Saturday, between 7am and 5pm in 
order to minimise both noise impacts and potential for roadkill (EER Management Measure 
10) 
An additional noise survey will be conducted once crushing operations (Stage 2) begin (EER 
Management Measure 11)

Public and agency comment

No comment was received.

Evaluation

The Quarry Code of Practice (QCP) recommends a minimum separation distance from residences 
and other sensitive uses of 750m, where crushing of material occurs (EPA 2017). In this case, 
the nearest residential receptor is located approximately 1.5km to the north, and the EER states 
that no noise complaints have been received during their previous activities at the site in 2020 
and 2021. 

According to the EER, a noise survey conducted in July 2021 did not identify any areas of 
concern. However, due to an equipment breakdown it was not considered a full day of normal 
operations and did not include the crushing activities proposed for Stage 2. The proponent 
intends to conduct a noise assessment within 3 months of permit issue to confirm there are no 
occupational or environmental concerns. This is supported but will not be required by 
conditions.  

The proposed operating hours and the separation distance between the site and nearest 
residence is considered sufficient to mitigate the risk of causing environmental nuisance to 
neighbours through noise emissions. The proponent will be required to comply with permit 
condition OP1, which restricts operating hours to between 0700 and 1700 hours Monday to 
Saturday.

Conclusion

The proponent will be required to comply with the following condition:

OP1. Operating hours
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Issue 3: Air quality

Potential impacts

Air emissions in the form of dust have the potential to cause environmental nuisance or harm if 
not appropriately managed. Dust sources from the operation include extraction, screening and 
crushing of material, loading of trucks, and during the movement of vehicles and machinery on 
and off site. The large particle size of the slag material is such that minimal airborne dust is 
produced during extraction. However, the addition of crushing as an operational activity will 
release more dust compared with previous site works.
As silica is a component of the slag material, sampling for total and respirable silica was 
undertaken by the proponent in July 2021. This was disrupted by equipment breakdown, and 
thus the report at the time recommended an additional survey be undertaken.

Management measures proposed in EER

Dust on the site will be minimised by use of a water cart as required (EER Management 
Measure 4)
A total and respirable silica survey will be undertaken within 3 months of permit issue (EER 
Management Measure 5)

Public and agency comment

No comment was received.

Evaluation

The mining lease and extractive area are located close to Henty Road. However, the site is 
approximately 1.5km from the nearest residence. The EER states that due to prevailing winds 
from the west, any dust created by the operation is most likely to be blown back across the site 
rather than to the west across the road. The large separation distance between the site and 
residential receptors should be sufficient to ensure that dust does not cause environmental 
nuisance to neighbours, and there have been no reported complaints during Stage 1 works. EER 
Management Measure 4, to conduct an additional total and respirable silica survey, is supported.
The use of a water cart for dust suppression, especially in Summer, will help to minimise dust 
on-site. This management measure is reflected in condition A1, where dust emissions must be 
controlled to the extent necessary to prevent environmental nuisance beyond the boundary of 
The Land.
Covering of vehicles used to transport the slag is considered necessary to limit dust impacts to 
offsite receivers. Covering of vehicles will be required by condition A2. 

Conditions

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
A1. Control of dust emissions 
A2. Covering of vehicles
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Issue 4: Natural values

Potential impacts

Vegetation clearance and environmental disturbance has potential to impact on threatened fauna 
and flora and introduce or spread weeds and diseases. Truck movements also have the potential 
to increase the risk of roadkill, including of Tasmanian devils (Sarcophilus harrisii), which have 
been recorded within 500m of the site. A single threatened flora species was recorded within 
5000m of the site, Orthoceras strictum (horned orchid). However, this observation dates from 
1896 and has a high degree of potential location inaccuracy (+/- 10000m). Most of the site area 
vegetation is classified as FUM (Extra-urban miscellaneous). 
Four weed species occur within 500m of the project site - English broom (Cytisus scoparius), 
Himalayan honeysuckle (Leycesteria formosa), blackberry (Rubus fruticosus), and gorse (Ulex 
europaeus), the most prevalent weed in the region. Phytophthora cinnamomi has also been 
recorded within 1000m of the site.

Management measures proposed in EER

Mobile plant and equipment will be cleaned and inspected prior to entry to site, using an 
appropriate checklist and a cleaning spray suitable for control of Phytophthora cinnamomi
(EER Management Measure 13).
Within twelve (12) months of commencement of Stage 1 works, and annually thereafter, a 
suitably qualified person will audit the site and processes to confirm that weed and 
pathogens are being controlled (EER Management Measure 15).

Public and agency comment

No comment was received.

Evaluation

In this case, no vegetation clearance is required, as the working area is limited to an already 
disturbed brownfields site. The risk of impacts to natural values is considered low, given that the 
project area is small, predominantly FUM, and requires no vegetation clearance or soil stripping. 
The slag stockpiles being extracted have no vegetation cover and do not provide any suitable 
habitat for devil dens or growth substrate for horned orchids, the two threatened species listed 
as potentially occurring near the site. Therefore, the proposed management measures are 
considered reasonable. Condition FF3 prevents clearance of native vegetation unless otherwise 
authorised by the Director.
Compliance with condition OP1, also discussed in relation to noise emissions, will restrict 
operating hours to 0700 to 1700 hours Monday to Saturday, helping to mitigate the potential 
for roadkill of Tasmanian devils and other native fauna between dusk and dawn. 
Appropriate weed and disease management will be important to ensure that weeds and diseases 
are not introduced to the site or, in the case of those already present, spread further.
Washdown will be required prior to machinery entering the site (condition FF1). Control of 
weeds on the Land is required by condition FF2. 

Conditions

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
OP1. Operating hours
FF1. Machinery washdown
FF2. Weed management
FF3. No vegetation clearance
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Issue 5: Waste and hazardous substances

Potential impacts

Inappropriate management of waste may result in public health impacts or environmental 
nuisance or harm. Waste produced by the proposal will include general refuse (e.g., food scraps, 
paper, and packaging) and sanitary waste from the on-site portaloo.
Spills of fuel or oil from damaged equipment or incidents during refuelling may result in impacts 
to soils, surface water and groundwater if not appropriately managed. No fuel for machinery will 
be stored onsite, but refuelling of heavy equipment will take place onsite, using small bunded 
tanks located on the back of light vehicles.

Management measures proposed in EER

A spill kit will be maintained onsite, and a dedicated hydrocarbon waste bin established (EER 
Management Measure 12).

Public and agency comment

No comment was received.

Evaluation

As minimal general waste will be produced, and an authorised waste company will attend to 
sanitary waste, any impacts from general waste are likely to be minor. 
The appropriate storage and handling of hazardous materials such as fuel is supported and will 
be required by conditions H1 and H2. It is considered that the potential impacts from localised 
machinery spills can be appropriately managed with the provision of spill kits (H3). LO2 is 
included to ensure that the proponent is aware of the relevant Acts governing the storage and 
handling of dangerous substances.

Conditions

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
H1. Storage and handling of hazardous materials 
H2. Handling of hazardous materials – mobile 
H3. Spill kits 
LO2. Storage and handling of dangerous goods, explosives and dangerous substances
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Issue 6: Decommissioning and rehabilitation

Potential impacts

The slag stockpiles have been sitting in an uncontrolled condition since smelting operations 
ceased in 1948, and therefore the site currently exists in a disturbed state. Historic PAF tailings 
are present on the site which are a source of AMD into Austral Creek. These tailings are both 
exposed at surface (south of the slag piles), and underneath part of the South Stockpile.
According to the EER, the extent of the historic tailings in both area and depth is unknown.
Under the current permit for Stage 1 operations, a 1m layer of slag must be left overlying the 
tailings, as a temporary cover to minimise the potential risk of increased oxidation if the tailings 
are accidentally disturbed by earthmoving equipment. Stage 2 will continue this practice, until 
final rehabilitation occurs. Once the saleable slag resource has been removed, rehabilitation will 
be necessary to ensure the long-term stability of the site, prevent further leaching from the 
underlying tailings, minimise visual impacts, and restore habitat for native flora and fauna. There 
is potential for surrounding waterways to be contaminated further if the site is not rehabilitated 
well.

Management measures proposed in EER

A Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Plan (DRP) will be developed and be finalised within 3 
months of permit issue (EER Management Measure 18).

A draft DRP is included in the EER. It outlines general works to be undertaken post-completion 
of operations, such as weed management, native plantings, removal of temporary buildings, soil 
sampling and water quality monitoring for 12 months post-operations. Minor contouring of the 
surface is proposed, to ensure all slopes are stable, drainage lines are clear and to minimise the 
risk of future erosion or damage to heritage features. The draft plan also indicates that final 
rehabilitation of the tailings will involve clay capping, topsoil application, wetlands and/or native 
plantings. 

Public and agency comment

MRT have been involved in discussions on final site rehabilitation throughout the assessment 
process and made formal comment that the final EER does not fully address rehabilitation nor
present a definitive proposal.

Evaluation

The site is already highly disturbed from previous operations, and removal of the slag stockpile 
is the first step towards rehabilitation of the site. Given that the proposed works will be 
completed relatively soon (months rather than years), rehabilitation is a pressing matter and has 
been an ongoing issue throughout the assessment.
The EPA is aware that the proponent has recently engaged with MRT to potentially increase the 
mining lease security deposit, which is currently set at $10,800. As part of this process, the 
proponent has outlined specific costings involved in soil sampling and testing, and in 
rehabilitating the legacy tailings using a clay capping. Given this, and that the proponent is 
actively engaging in the process of developing a DRP, it is considered acceptable that this issue 
be dealt with via conditions.
To ensure that appropriate rehabilitation works are undertaken, permit conditions will be 
imposed. Condition DC2 requires a DRP to be developed and submitted to the Director for 
approval within 30 days of permit issue. DC1 and DC4 stipulate notification of the Director 
upon temporary or permanent cessation of the activity, and appropriate monitoring and 
management of the land during any temporary suspension. Condition DC3 requires that the 
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site be rehabilitated within an appropriate timeframe upon cessation, in accordance with the 
approved DRP. 

Conditions

The proponent will be required to comply with the following conditions:
DC1. Notification of cessation
DC2. DRP requirements
DC3. Rehabilitation following cessation
DC4. Temporary suspension of activity
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7 Issues not assessed by the Board

Heritage issues were raised during the assessment process but are not the Board’s responsibility 
under the EMPC Act. These issues are more appropriately addressed by another regulatory 
agency.

Issue 1: Heritage

Potential impacts

There are a number of objects on The Land which relate to historic smelting activities on the 
site. However, these are not listed items on the Tasmanian Heritage Register. Stage 2 works will 
require that two of the features (#8 and #12) be relocated from the area prior to
commencement of excavation on the North Stockpile.

Management measures proposed in EER 

1. Works will be carried out in accordance with the Unanticipated Discovery Plan (Aboriginal 
Heritage Tasmania, 2018). 

2. Heritage features in proximity to the operational area (#11 and #15) will be suitably 
barricaded and marked to prevent unintentional impacts. 

3. Heritage features #8 and #12 will be relocated under supervision of a qualified 
archaeologist.

Public and agency comment

The EER was referred to Heritage Tasmania at draft stage, who confirmed that the features on 
site are not listed on the Tasmanian Heritage Register. MRT also commented at EER draft stage 
to note that several of these objects are, however, listed on the Mining Lease as requiring 
protection from impact and require permission from the Director of Mines to move. 
The EER was also referred to Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania at draft stage, who confirmed that 
there are no known Aboriginal Heritage features located within the proposed works area and 
that there is a low likelihood of Aboriginal heritage being impacted by the proposal. They 
advised that works should be carried out in accordance with the Unanticipated Discovery Plan.

Conclusion

No conditions will be imposed by the Board regarding heritage. It is understood by EPA that the 
proponent has engaged with MRT to gain the required permission to move the heritage features 
in question.
Legal Obligation LO3 is included in the permit to ensure that the proponent is aware of 
obligations under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975.
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8 Report Conclusions

This assessment has been based on the information provided by the proponent in the permit 
application and the case for assessment (the EER). This report incorporates specialist advice 
provided by EPA scientific and regulatory staff and other government agencies.

It is concluded that:

1. the RMPS and EMPCS objectives have been duly and properly pursued in the assessment of 
the proposal; and

2. the assessment of the proposal has been undertaken in accordance with the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Principles; and

3. the proposal is capable of being managed in an environmentally acceptable manner such 
that it is unlikely that the RMPS and EMPCS objectives would be compromised, provided 
that the Permit Conditions - Environmental No. 10935 appended to this report are 
imposed and duly complied with.

The environmental conditions in Appendix 3 are a new set of operating conditions for the entire, 
intensified activity that will supersede the existing permit conditions.
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9 Report Approval

Environmental Assessment Report and conclusions, including environmental 
conditions, adopted:

Andrew Paul

CHAIRPERSON
BOARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY

Meeting date: 2nd of August 2022
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Appendix 1: Summary of public representations and agency submissions

Table 1: Matters raised during public consultation period

Representation 
No. / Agency

Comments and Issues Further 
Information 
Requested

EPA Comments

MRT MRT noted that the 
proponent has admitted in the 
EER that some extraction of 
North Stockpile materials 
outside of existing approvals 
took place in 2021.

No This is an MRT and EPA 
regulatory matter separate 
from this assessment.

MRT MRT requested that they also 
be included as a key 
stakeholder in relation to 
rehabilitation planning, and 
general overview of projects 
relating to the mining plan.

No EPA is aware that the 
proponent has now engaged 
with MRT regarding an 
updated mining plan for the 
activity and rehabilitation 
requirements. 

MRT MRT has concerns that final 
site rehabilitation has not been 
adequately addressed in the 
EER, and that tailings 
rehabilitation remains 
unresolved. 

No Responsibility for final site 
rehabilitation has been 
discussed at length between 
MRT, EPA and the proponent 
during the assessment
process. All parties have 
agreed to an approach where 
the proponent will be 
required to provide a DRP 
soon after permit issue.
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Appendix 2: Proponent management measures

Table 2: Proponent management measures (Section D of EER)  

Number Action Timing

1 Works will be carried out in accordance with the Unanticipated 
Discovery Plan (Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania, 2018)

Ongoing

2 Heritage features in proximity to the operational area (#11 and 
#15) will be suitably barricaded and marked to prevent unintentional 
impacts

Prior to Stage 2

3 Heritage features #8 and #12 will be relocated under supervision of 
a qualified archaeologist

Prior to Stage 2

4 Dust on the site will be minimised by use of a water cart as required Ongoing

5 A total and respirable silica survey will be undertaken within 3 
months of permit issue

Within 3 
months of 
permit issue

6 Drainage pathways will be directed around working areas and 
contain sediment fencing

Ongoing

7 Water sampling will be undertaken monthly to monitor effects on 
Austral Creek

Ongoing

8 Results of water quality monitoring in Austral Creek will be 
evaluated annually, to identify any new trends or impacts. This 
annual review will also include an assessment of whether the 
current monitoring programme is sufficient or should be expanded 
or modified.

Annually 

9 A minimum 1m layer of slag will be left in-situ where the South 
Stockpile sits over historic tailings to prevent exposure of new areas

Ongoing

10 Operations and transport will only occur Monday to Saturday, 
between 7am and 5pm in order to minimise both noise impacts and 
potential for roadkill

Ongoing

11 An additional noise survey will be conducted once crushing 
operations (Stage 2) begin

Within 3 
months of 
permit issue

12 A spill kit will be maintained onsite, and a dedicated hydrocarbon 
waste bin established

Ongoing

13 Mobile plant and equipment will be cleaned and inspected prior to 
entry to site, using an appropriate checklist and a cleaning spray 
suitable for control of Phytophthera cinnamomi

Ongoing
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Number Action Timing

14 A Weed and Disease Management Plan will be developed for the 
site 

Now complete, 
see Appendix 7 
of EER

15 Within twelve (12) months of commencement of Stage 1 works, and 
annually thereafter, a suitably qualified person will audit the site and 
processes to confirm that weed and pathogens are being controlled

Annually 

16 No crushing activities will be undertaken on Total Fire Ban days Ongoing

17 All contractor vehicles and plant will carry fire extinguishers, and all 
reasonable and practicable measures will be taken by the contractor 
to prevent ignition and/or spread of fire from the site, including 
maintaining a water cart onsite during the fire season

Ongoing

18 A Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Plan (DRP) will be 
developed, and be finalised within 3 months of permit issue

Within 3 
months of 
permit issue
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Appendix 3: Permit conditions – Environmental No. 10935
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Guidance for Land Use Planners on Environmental Impact Assessments conducted by the EPA Board, May 2018
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